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If you're about to cry, call in the professionals!

What a busy couple of months it's been,
after living in my new house for over a
year now, | decided | could no longer live
with my pink and blue kitchen walls (who
even does that?).'ve been decorating one
room at a time since moving in, but
putting off the kitchen and opting for
the smaller, easier rooms, like the home
office, utility room and downstairs loo
instead.

As soon as the magazines were all out,
| donned my scruffs and got the roller out,
and just like magic, there were no more
pink walls. | changed the lights, blinds
and the sink and tap too, the one that
was currently in looked like one you'd
find at a communal washing up area at
a camp site, you know, well battered!
| was quite proud of my DIY achievements,
I'm not the best, unfortunately I've
inherited my dad’s handyman abilities,
and he was known in the family as ‘Willy
Fixit?'

However, despite my, quite frankly
top-notch workmanship, the new sink
waste out wasn't in the same place as
the old sinks out, and no matter what
configuration of pipes and connectors |
bought and tried, it just kept leaking!

Almost at the point of crying, | reached
for the Gazette small ads and rang
Rob, from Johnson’s Plumbing, who
within 30 minutes had got rid of the
maze of old pipes and putin a new clean
simple section of pipework (thank you
Rob)) It just goes to show, if you're about
to cry, call in the professionals!

It's been busy in Stone and Eccleshall
too, loads has been happening to share
with you inside, and of course there’s lots
of things coming up to do in September
and October too.

Congratulations, firstly, go to Frankie
Griffin aged 6, who has raised an
incredible £5,100 for Dougie Mac after
climbing Mount Snowdon, in memory of
her Nan. Well done Frankie!

Also, staying in the mountains, to
Janice Curtis, who entered the Peak
District Ultra Walk 75km, raising £1200 for
Age Concern Stone and District.

We have a New Mayor, and a New
President! Our new Town Mayor is Cllr.
Jason Metters, who was inducted into the
Office of Town Mayor at the Civic Sunday
Parade and Church Service on 13th July.

And new Stone Lions President, Lion
Dave Handley, takes over the reins from
Lion Glenys Sanders for the coming year,
we wish them both a very successful and
fulfilling term of office.

Anniversary celebrations this time for
Jeffries Property Buyers and Peter Bowers
Opticians, who both proudly celebrate
their 40th anniversary in business, and
to Stone Ramblers who celebrate 30
years of walking together.

Don't let me hear you saying there's
never anything to do, as coming up in
September and October we have...

A Classic Car Show, A Memorial Concert,
Gardening Club Meetings, Vegan Market,
A High Street Event To Celebrate Blue
Light Heroes, Halloween Fest, Sandon
Park Estate Walk, Chebsey History Society
Exhibition, Sandon History Talk, Heritage
Days, Ginger And Spice Festival, Ingestre
Wedding Show, National Trust Talks,
Live Theatre At Hilderstone Village Hall
And At Crown Wharf Theatre, New
Cinema Listings, An Irish Night, plus lots
more events inside, but I'm running out of
space here... All the best, til next time

Dan Mitchell 31/8/25

Once you've finished enjoying your Gazette,
please recycle it, by giving it to a friend!

G recycle

TURN YOUR DREAMS IN TO REALITY

Plans for all Extensions, Conversions and Alterations

Let us help you create your dream home

Replace your tired conservatory with a new sunroom, and get away from that
‘too hot in summer and too cold in winter' scenario.

(EARS IN BugNESS

. coNGERT

REALISATION

Free advice and quotations | Inspirational ideas | Fixed fees
Free on site consultation | All dealings with the Local Authority
Recommend and liaise with builders

10% Discount for Senior Citizens and Blue Light Card holders

Visit www.jpkdesign.co.uk for more information

Architectural Design Specialists

Inspirational designs with a fast, friendly, professional service

JPK

DESIGN LTD
ESTABLISHED 1993

01782 622321 enquiries@jpkdesign.co.uk f
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Here When You
Need Us

We've been helping local people and businesses
across Staffordshire and Cheshire and the wider
area with life’s legal matters for over 100 years.

Whether you're buying a home, running a
business, planning for the future or dealing
with something more personal, our friendly and
knowledgeable team are here to support you.

We don't do jargon, just clear advice, straight
answers, and legal expertise you can rely on.

With offices in Hanley and Stone, we're
local, approachable, and committed to giving
you excellent service, every  time.

Conveyancing
& Property

Probate, Wills &
Powers of Attorney

Personal
Injury

Family &
Matrimonial

Dispute
Resolution

Business
Services

T: 01782 204000

www.woolliscrofts.co.uk

*All telephone calls are recorded
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Stone Town Council were behind the
sudden arrival of a huge, inflatable whale
to the ‘shores’ of the River Trent, and the
Trent and Mersey Canal on Tuesday
12th August.

The 18 metre long sperm whale became
‘beached' in Westbridge Park for the day,
with live performances taking place
inside its belly!

The free, family event was aimed at
children aged 3-10 years, however many
adults enjoyed the fun too, the spectacle
drew huge crowds to the park, to explore

A haIe Of A Time At Westbrige Pa

Celebrating Gilguiding Success at

the enormous inflatable member of the
Cetacea Family (Whale).

Councillor Jill Hood, Chairman of the
Council’s Tourism and Town Promotion
Sub-Committee said “The Council is very
aware that keeping the kids entertained
during the summer holidays can be a
challenge, and it is often very difficult to
find interesting, free activities, so | was very
pleased that we are able to offer this new
event to Stone families.”

Photo by Martin Robinson

3rd Stone Guides

It's been a fantastic term for our
Girlguiding unit here at 3rd Stone Guides!
We're proud to share some incredible
achievements from our Guides, whose
dedication, teamwork, and community
spirit continue to shine.

Five Guides Achieve Bronze Award, see
photo above. Over the last year, five of
our Guides were awarded their Bronze
Award, marking a significant milestone in
their Girlguiding journey. This achieve-
ment reflects months of commitment
and hard work across the six programme
themes: Know Myself, Express Myself, Be
Well, Have Adventures, Take Action, and
Skills for My Future.

To earn their Bronze Award, each girl
completed a mix of skills builders, interest
badges, and section challenges, showing
perseverance and creativity along the
way. From learning practical life skills to
contributing to their community, these
Guides have grown in confidence and
capability—and we couldn’t be prouder!

1st Stone Rangers Step Up for Sangam
Adventure! Meanwhile, two of our
Rangers (photo below) are working hard
to fundraise for the trip of a lifetime - a
visit to Sangam, one of Girlguiding’s

World Centres, located in India. This
international experience is not just about
travel; it's a chance for them to meet Girl
Guides and Girl Scouts from around the
world, develop leadership skills, and take
part in community action projects.

Their fundraising efforts have included
everything from local events and
sponsored challenges to community
stalls and craft sales. It's inspiring to see
their commitment and initiative as they
work towards this amazing opportunity,
which will take place in July 2026. Keep
your eyes peels as to where they may
next pop up, or if you wish to help and
support them in donations/ sponsorships
reach out.

Join the Adventure We're always excited
to welcome new members to our unit—
whether you're a girl looking for fun and
adventure, or an adult interested in vol-
unteering. Girlguiding offers something
for everyone, and our local group is a
vibrant and supportive space for girls to
thrive.

For more information on joining
or supporting Girlguiding please visit
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/




WE HAVE A BATHROOM FOR EVERY BUDGET
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Have you V|5|ted our'Amy Jane Collection'’ WE HAVE OVER 50

showcasing 4 stunning themed bathrooms:
e Hotel Look e Vintage ® Traditional ¢ Botanical BATHROOMS ON DISPLAY

Check out our latest 5 star reviews
on Google and Trustpilot

GO gle % Trustp|lot 3;

Meet our Trade/DIY Counter Team,
with 70+ years experience in the
plumbing and heating industry,
: J their help is on hand for any
We offer supply & e N =78 plumblng problem, big or small

installation with
prices starting
from £6500 and
completed in

1 week
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website: bathroomsbyplumbits.co.uk




Civic Sunday Parade and Church Service
The Civic Sunday Parade and Church Service took place on 13th July, when the
walking parade left Station Road at 10.30am and proceeded down the High Street to
St Michael and St Wulfads Church for the service, upholding the annual tradition of
Town Mayor Making. The event was open to members of the public too, many of
whom followed on down to the church.

Mayor making is the official induction of a new Town Mayor. ClIr. Jason Metters was
inducted into the Office of Town Mayor, and is the new Stone Town Mayor.

Photos by Martin Robinson

Janice presents the amount raised so far to Neil Norman,
Treasurer of Age Concern Stone and District.

Janice Completes Charity
75km Ultra Walk

Congratulations go to Janice Curtis who on 28th/29th
June entered the Peak District Ultra Walk 75km, in aid of
her chosen charity, Age Concern Stone and District.
Janice, who is an Office Volunteer at Age Concern Stone
and District told the Gazette “I completed the walk (in
23 hours, 14 minutes) and to date have collected £1200 in
sponsorship money, which will greatly benefit our
charity. Many thanks to all of you who have donated.”

If you'd like to make a donation to Age Concern, you
can by visiting their website at https://age-concern-
stone.chessck.co.uk/Donate or by calling in person at
15, Station Road Stone ST15 8JP the current opening
hours are 9.30 - 12.30, Monday, Wednesday and Friday.

o i e

4
Sandon Park Estate Walk

Don't miss this opportunity to have a guided walk
around the lovely Sandon Park Estate.

We will be leaving All Saints Church car park in Sandon
on Sunday 28th September at 2pm, and returning to
the church for tea, and our now famous home made
cakes! ;.

Cost is £5 per person and there is no need to book. Just —— - P AL IR k Hecibiee R
turn up on the day at 2pm and enjoy the walk. Stone Town Mayor, Clir. Jason Metters celebrates with fellow councillors and friends
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CALL KATE ON 07879 005824 OR 01785 901153

Wills and _|

Powers of Attorney

Set in Stone
Professional Advice You Can Trust, At a Fair Price

We provide a personal, friendly service without the worry of high legal costs.

PROTECT WHAT MATTERS MOST

I've Been Meaning To Do This For Ages! =
It’s what my clients say to me /

Are You Worried About Care Fees?
Get the facts without the scaremongering

Professional Will Draftlng /
Without all the: Jjargon Y,

94/
Powers of Atterney
Without the"hassle FREE

Exce"ent Personal Service WEEKEND AND EVENING
Without the price tag

~ WE WILL NEVER

Wills from £150 and Powers of Attorney from £350

www.setinstonewills.co.uk
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Eccleshall Poetry Group

Eccleshall Poetry Group have that definite ‘back to
school’ feeling as they return refreshed from their
summer break.

Whilst thinking of the last days of summer, there is
hope that the warm, sunny weather will continue, and
they are reminded of ‘September's Change’by Canadian
poet Catherine Pulsifer.

“September arrives with echoes of change,
A new chapter in life's intricate range.
Friends reunite, laughter fills the air,

As we embark on an academic affair.”

The group enjoy twice-monthly poetry meetings in
Eccleshall Methodist Hall, Stone Road, Eccleshall ST21
6DL from 2.00pm - 4.00pm on the 1st and 3rd
Thursday of each month.

Each meeting has a theme but isn't actually overly
academic, is always fun, and definitely enjoyable.

The first meeting after the summer break is on
Thursday 4th September - ‘Colours of the rainbow!
then on Thursday 18th September - ‘Poems about
people; Thursday 2nd October - National Poetry Day —
‘Play’ and Thursday 16th October - Friendship’

Why not come along, bring your own poem choice to
read, or simply listen and see what you think of the
afternoon. This sociable group would love to welcome
you.

Eccleshall Butterfly Observations
The Year So Far...

Each year, and for many year now, Ecclian Thomas W.W.
Knowles has monitored butterfly numbers in Eccleshall.

Having just brought his matrix of 2025 Butterfly
observations up to date, here are his findings so far.
Thomas told the Gazette “After last year, 2025 has been
quite exciting. In fact so far observations on 22 days have
exceeded the best day in 2024.

| think | should mention that | discontinued the

Unidentified Whites column this year from the beginning
of July.
There have been large numbers of unidentified whites
since then, but as it is difficult to identify Small Whites and
Green Veined Whites on the wing and there are so many,
both species are greatly understated compared with what
is really on the wing.

It is worth noting that Small Tortoiseshells have made a
bit of a recovery whilst Large Whites have been prolific.”

hy Joe Jenkinson

Together

Director: Michael Shanks

Starring: Dave Fraco, Allison Brie

Together cleverly fuses couple drama with
grotesque body horror, made believable by

real-life duo Dave Franco a

Franco shines with vulnerability, while Brie's
typecasting sometimes flattens key scenes.
Though its metaphor of love as flesh is potent,
rushed cult elements blunt an otherwise sharp,

unsettling vision.

JJ Rating 3/5

The Life of Chuck i

Weapons

Director: Zach Cregger
Starring: Julia Garner, Josh Brolin, Amy
Madigan

Weapons continues 2025s horror hot streak
with eerie small-town paranoia, chilling silences,
and powerhouse turns from Julia Garner and
Josh Brolin.

Though repetition and tonal inconsistency dull
its impact, standout performances (especially
Amy Madigan’s villainy) keep it gripping. Not
perfect, but a haunting, atmospheric entry in
modern horror.

JJ Rating 4/5

nd Alison Brie.

The Life of Chuck

Director: Mike Flanagan

Starring: Tom Hiddleston, Chiwetel Ejiofor,
Mark Hamill

The Life of Chuck moves backward through
time in a surreal, emotionally rich meditation
on life's fleeting magic.

Tom Hiddleston’s dance-filled portrayal and
Chiwetel Ejiofor’s heartfelt turn anchor Mike
Flanagan’s philosophical, genre-defying tale,
with stunning imagery yet uneven emotional
cohesion.

JJ Rating 3/5

We buy any property in Staffordshire in any condition!

/ One Phone call
/ One Viewing

/ One offer

For a guaranteed sale,
please call Ron on

t. 01785 817113

LJ Jeffries

PROPERTY BUYERS

Jpbuyers.co.uk
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www.feelwarm.co.uk

The Edit.

Feel Warm Glazing Unveils New Garden Rooms and a Fresh Brand Identity

For almost a decade, FWG has been (ransforming homes across Staffordshire with high quality conservatories, warm
roofs, orangeries, and glazing solutions. Now, as part ol an exciting rebrand (o reflect their innovation, they are proud
to introduce the latest addition to their range: premium fully composite Garden Rooms.

This is more than just a new product - it’s a leap forward in quality, design, and comfort. Built using the Leka Xi
modular system, the FWG Garden Rooms offer a level of performance and linish lar superior to the quick-build sheds
and summerhouses often found locally. From the GRP (Glass Reinforced Plastic) structure (o the choice of brick,
render, or cladding finishes, every detail is designed for year-round comfort, style, and longevity.

FWG’s Garden rooms contain NO TIMBER or metal, which means they are completely maintenance [ree so no painting,
no corrosion and no rotting. Not only are these highly insulated rooms one of the most energy efficient in the UK, they
are also designed for you to take them with you if you wish to move home.

And with their average installation taking only a few days, vou can enjoy your new space without months of disruption.

Whether yvou dream of a light-lTilled home ofTice, a garden bar, a personal gym, or simply a peaceflul retreat at the end of
your garden, their new range blends practicality with elegance - backed by a 40-year materials warranty for total peace
of mind that are designed for vear round use.

As a lamily-run business based at Beacon
Business Park in Stafford, they've built their
reputation on personal service, attention to

detail, and products that stand the test of time.
This year marks another milestone as they
prepare to open their brand-new Garden Room
Showroom, where customers can explore the
range in person, experience the quality first-
hand, and be inspired by what’s possible.

I'WG helieves vour home should work for you all
vear round, inside and out. Their rebrand
rellects that beliel - modern, conflident, and
committed to creating spaces vou’ll love for

decades.
T'or more information, please contact the ''WG

team or visit feelwarm.co.uk.

online

conflfigurator

available FEDERATION OF
MASTER ‘
BUILDERS i & ne
(o LEKA

% 01785 503603 @ contact@feelwarm.co.uk



Stone Lins Meet The Vikings
Down On The Farm

The members of Stone Lions Club have
always been great supporters for
everyone involved in the Oak Tree Farm
Rural Project, recognising their valuable
contribution  towards making a
difference in the lives of their Team
Members - adults with additional needs.

This year, Lions were once again
delighted to receive an invitation to their
Annual Staycation, which took place at
the farm on 22nd August; a day where all
Team Members are invited along for a
day of fun and special activities - this
year's theme was 'Vikings'.

An authentic Viking village had been
assembled, with several hardy Vikings
camping overnight ready for an early
start the next morning. Although a
number of them looked exceedingly
fierce, they spent a great deal of
time interacting with Team Members,
demonstrating their weapons and
explaining their traditions, and even took
part in a battle, which had the majority of
the audience cheering loudly and
spurring on their favourite warriors.
There were also plenty of opportunities

Getting Crafty - Decorating fhe shields

for Team Members to practice spear
throwing with the Vikings and to
decorate their very own shields.

As in previous years, Stone Lions had
provided a lunch of hot pork baps,
together with the appropriate stuffing
and apple sauce, which was extremely
popular, with enough ‘leftovers’ for
second helpings for anyone still hungry!

Thanks must go to Griffin’s Butchers
of Adies Alley, Stone, for supplying
everything at such a reasonable cost -
your support is greatly appreciated as
always, Nick.

In recognition of the efforts of all those
connected with Oak Tree Farm, Stone
Lions President, Lion Dave, presented a
cheque for £200 to their Chief Officer,
Wendy Robinson, to help towards the
upkeep of the project.

Members of Stone Lions wish continued
success to everyone at Oak Tree Farm -
Team Members, Staff, Volunteers and
Supporters - and really look forward to
receiving an invitation to attend next
year’s Staycation!

4]

for battlé!

i

Stone Lions President, Lion Dave, presenting a cheque to
Chief Officer Wendy Robinson

Celebrations At The Crossings

A wonderful Celebration evening organized by futures2gether
(at The Crossings) was enjoyed by those who attended.

The weather was warm and dry, picnics and drinks were brought
along to enjoy at the interval. The evening was full of joy,
laughter, signing, poetry reading, music and lots of wonderful

star turns!

The clients who attend the futures2gether service all took part i
in the evening, whether it was performing, doing the sound, &
selling raffle tickets or giving out the raffle prizes. Everyone §
played a role in making it such a magical and successful evening;
some £600 was raised on the night with a raffle and ticket sales.
The evening ended with everyone up on their feet for a rousing &

rendition of Dancing Queen.

Futures2gether is a community based service offering fulfilling A
and engaging activities and training for adults with learning

difficulties.

10 Stone & Eccleshall’s Favourite Read



PERFECT HOME SOLUTIONS e = 1=

e

Quality, Affordable Bathrooms, Kitchens, Bedrooms & Tiles
Combining Style and Innovation

Our Perfect Sebutions are exclusively designed for you

Looking to upgrade your Bathroom, Kitchen or Bedroom?
Then visit the one stop shop for all your home solution needs.

Our Brand New Showroom, which is mobility friendly, is the biggest for miles, with
Over 60 Bathrooms and Cloakrooms, 10 Kitchens and 10 Bedrooms On Display!
Many are live displays, so you can really get a feel of the quality that’s on offer.

Our Tile Outlet gives you hundreds of choices - with all the very latest fashions
- or maybe you’re looking for a more traditional look?
There’s 100’s of designs IN STOCK to TAKE AWAY the same day.

We offer a free design and consultation service, with evening and daytime
appointments available.

Open 8am - 4pm Monday to Friday, 9am - 4pm on Saturdays, 11am - 3pm Sundays at
Eago Perfect Home Solutions Greyfriars Way, Stafford ST16 2RF

Call us today on 01785 244447 or come and take a look around



Crown Wharf Theatre Unveils: The Picture House Programme For 2025

The Crown Wharf Theatre is pleased to [u_uu_y
announce the 2025 programme for Stone’s TR e
very own cinema — The Picture House. '
There’s something for everyone with our
fantastic blend of classics, Oscar winners
and family favourites.

ROALD DAHL

COMPLETELY
AND

Every other Sunday we invite you to join
us with the family for our 2:30pm Family
Favourite or come along later with friends
for our 7:30pm Oscar winner.

And if the classics are more your
thing, we hope our brand-new monthly
Wednesday afternoon screenings will
hit the spot.

THEATRE & AGENDA COMEDY
WED 10™ to SAT 13™ Sept

Stone Revellers Presents...
How to Disappear Completely and Never
Be Found

SUN 28" Sept
Apolo Theatre Company Presents...
Round The Horne

SAT 4 Oct

Full listings can be found here but be sure to look out for some special themed

screenings such as our spooky Halloween films, a historic drama around Remembrance
Day and of course a bumper offering of Christmas films in December!

With tickets at just £6 for adults and £5 for children, this is a great chance for an
affordable trip to the movies right here in Stone, with a giant screen and surround
sound. To ensure the full cinema experience we have a great selection of sweets and
also locally sourced ice-creams from Red Lion Farm in Stafford.

We are also proud to screen National Theatre Live - screening the best of British
theatre right here in Stone. For just £12 you can enjoy a host of remarkable theatre

productions right here on your doorstep.

Featured Screenings for 2025
* The Goonies (U) - FAMILY - Sunday 14th September, 2:30pm
- Dirty Dancing (12) - OSCAR WINNER - Sunday 14th September, 7:30pm
+ Casablanca (U) — CLASSIC - Wednesday 17th September, 2:30pm
* The Little Mermaid (U) - FAMILY - Sunday 12th October, 2:30pm
« Inter Alia — National Theatre Live — Sunday 12th October, 7:30pm
+ Singing in the Rain (U) — CLASSIC - Wednesday 15th October, 2:30pm
* Hocus Pocus (PG) — FAMILY - Sunday 26th October, 2:30pm
* The Exorcist (18) - OSCAR WINNER - Sunday 26th October, 7:30pm
+ The Land Before Time (U) - FAMILY — Sunday 9th November, 2:30pm
+ Everything Everywhere All At Once (15) - OSCAR WINNER - Sun 9th Nov, 7:30pm
« Darkest Hour (12) — CLASSIC - Wednesday 12th Nov, 2:30pm
« ET:The Extraterrestrial (PG) — FAMILY — Sunday 23rd November, 2:30pm
* Mrs Warren's Profession - NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE - Sunday 23rd November, 7:30pm

The Christmas Lineup 2025
+ Arthur Christmas (U) - Sunday 7th December, 2:30pm
« Last Christmas (12) - Sunday 7th December, 7:30pm
« It's a Wonderful Life (U) - Wednesday 10th December, 2:30pm
« Frozen Sing-a-Long (PG) - Sunday 21st December, 2:30pm
« Gremlins (12A) - Sunday 21st December, 7:30pm
« Miracle on 34th Street (U) - Monday 22nd December, 2:30pm
» The Muppet Christmas Carol (U) - Wednesday 24th December, 1.00pm

Live Shows
+ The imminent production of the award winning ‘How to Disappear Completely and
Never be Found’ A darkly gripping psychological drama brought to life by the
acclaimed Stone Revellers. Performances run from Wednesday 10th September to
Saturday 13th September at 7:30

+ Stand-up comedy from The Agenda Comedy Club on the 17th October
headlined by Radio 4 star Robin Ince.

+ A professional production of the Tales from Acorn Wood by Julia Donaldson on 21st
and 22nd October, which promises to be a magical experience for children of all ages.

For more information and to buy tickets please visit: crownwharftheatre.org.uk

JLW Productions present...
Roald Dahl’s The Twits
THURS 9" Oct
A Talk by Admiral Sir Trevor Sear...
Nelson, Jervis and The Age of Sail
FRI 17" Oct
Agenda Comedy Club presents...
Robin Ince and Special Guests
TUE 21* & WED 22" Oct
Norwell Lapley Productions present...
Tales From Acorn Wood
THURS 30™ Oct

Agenda Comedy Club presents...
Ben Moor’s A Three Thing Day

% N THREE
'~ THING DAY

' randpew comendy rom

~, BENIMOOR

SAT 1 Nov

Stone Choral & Aceler8 Brass present... .
Stone Circles LHE
SAT 15" Nov

THEATRE
(S = ]

Theatre 1 presents...
Songs For a New Decade

PICTURE HOUSE CINEMA

SUN 14" Sept
The Goonies (U) 2:30
Dirty Dancing (12) 7:30

WED 17" Sept
Casablanca (U) 2:30

SUN 12" Oct
The Litle Mermaid (U) 2:30
NT Live - Inter Alio (143) 7:30 (g

WED 15" Oct
Singing in the Rain (U) 2:30

SUN 26" Oct
Hoeus Pocus (PG) 2:30
The Exorcist (18) 7:30

SUN 9" Nov
The Land Before Time (U) 2:30
Everything, Everywhere, All At Once (15)
7:30

EVERYT
ALLAT ONCE

Stone Revellers Present - How to Disappear Completely and Never Be Found

HOW P,
T0<CCeece? <o
ISAPPEAR <%
COMPLETELY V.
AND i
NEVER
BE

FOUND

BY FINN KENNEDY
REVELLERS<<KLLLLLL <«
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The newly established Crown Wharf Theatre will
welcome How to Disappear Completely and Never
Be Found, a darkly gripping psychological drama
by Fin Kennedy, brought to life by the acclaimed
Stone Revellers. Performances run from

Wednesday, 10 September to Saturday, 13
September 2025, at 7:30 PM each evening.

This award-winning play follows Charlie, a man
unraveling under the weight of modern life - grief,
addiction, and the crushing demands of identity. In
search of escape, he crosses paths with Mike, an
expert in disappearing, and Sophie, a pathologist
on her own desperate search for answers. What
follows is a surreal, unsettling exploration of
identity, mortality, and the question: what if we
could just vanish?

“You are who you can prove you are, you are what
people think, and that's the easiest thing in the world
to change.”

From the high-pressure corridors of a London
marketing agency, to shadowy alleyways of lost
identities, Charlie’s journey is a stark examination of
how society defines us - and how easy it might be
to step away from it all.

“There's no correlation between birth and death in

this country, no one thinks to match up the
certificates. This loophole is large enough for several
thousand people a year to walk right into. The
disappeared. The missing.”
Performance Details: Dates: Wednesday-
Saturday, 10-13 September 2025. Time: 7:30pm
nightly. Tickets: £16 (standard); £14 (concessions)
Venue: Crown Wharf Theatre, Crown Street, Stone,
Staffordshire ST15 8QN

Content Advisory: Contains strong language and
mature themes

Tickets and further information available online
now at crownwharftheatre.org.uk
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Pop in to

see our i
NEFF Display !
at the top "

of the High g E ( NEFF SI55HVX00G NEFF B2DCG7AK3B
Street in S Built in Dishwasher Electric Single Oven

Stone. v 8 only £489.50 only £499.00

Here at Hylands we have a huge range
of NEFF appliances to choose from.
So whether you're looking to replace
a broken appliance or your having a
brand new kitchen and want quality
appliances, we can help.

NEFF B3ACE4AG3B NEFF KUI212FE0G N50
Electric Single Oven Built Under Larder Fridge

only £699.00 only £494 5 Ygrs
Slide & Hide Door wseaanry

*5 year warranty offer dates: 01.04.25 - 31.03.26. Registration Required. Please note prices and availability can change. Prices correct as of 21.08.25

their world.

If you're looking for a school that recognises
the unique potential in every child, discover
what Newcastle-under-Lyme School can
offer your family. NULS values each pupil

as an individual—nurturing confidence,
curiosity and ambition.

Experience our
Open Events this autumn

WHOLE SCHOOL OPEN MORNING
Saturday 27 September

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING

Thursday 9 October

Reserve your place at nuls.org.uk/events

NEWCASTLE
UNDER
LYME
SCHOOL

www.stonegazette.com




D.1.S.C.0.
LINE DANCING

CLASSES IN

STONE & STAFFORD

TIMETABLE of CLASSES

Mon 1.30-3pm - Beginners & Improvers
@ White Eagle Club, Stafford £6

Pay as
Yoy Cor

Tues 11-12 noon - Improvers

@ Walton Community Centre, Stone £6
Tues 6-7pm - Beginners & Improvers

@ Stafford Rangers Football Club £7

Wed 12.15-1.15pm - Absolute Beginners
Wed 1.30-3pm - Beginners & Improvers
@ Walton Community Centre, Stone £6

Thurs 10-11am - Absolute Beginners

Thurs 11.15-12.15 - Improvers
@ White Eagle Club, Stafford £6

Call or Text

Trish 07711115462

www.thehappyvibe.co.uk

homeandcolour

Measured « Made * Fitted
Established 1984

Perfect Fit, Vertical, Roller &
Venetian Blinds available

Telephone: 01785 817307

homeandcolourblinds@gmail.com
www.homeandcolour.co.uk
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The Railway lnn:A sad loss to the cmmunity
Open Meeting To Discuss The Possible
Acquisition Of The Railway Inn,
Norton Bridge - As A Community Pub

The historic Railway Inn at Norton Bridge
sadly shut its doors in January 2025 and
is now for sale.

The pub has a long and interesting
history; it first opened its doors in the
1850s, although parts date from at least
the 1700s.

The building is registered as an Asset of
Community Value, (ACV) meaning that it
has been assessed as being an asset that
furthered the social wellbeing of the local
community and could do so again in the
future.

The Railway Inn was the local ‘heart’ of
the village and Chebsey Parish Council,

during Cameo.
The activities have included: armchair

yoga, indoor bowls, arts and crafts and |

fascinating talks on bee conservation and
swifts.

A warm welcome awaits you all to §

Cameo which is held every Wednesday
afternoon from 1-2.30pm at The
Crossings Centre, Station Approach,
Stone.

This is a joint venture between us here at
St John's and Futures2gether. Cameo
stands for Come And Meet Each Other.

The activities are varied and the Autumn
events programme is already filling up.

The sessions will include an art class on
the 17th September, a Macmillan Quiz
on the 24th September and further
into October, on the 29th October, a

A Busy, Fun T|me At Cameo At'The Crossmgs

Lots of interesting activities and talks
have been held over the summer months g

together with Friends of Norton Bridge,
has invoked the ACV protections which
gives the community a six-month
window to raise funds to purchase the
building.

As a first step, Friends of Norton Bridge
and Chebsey Parish Council invite you to
a meeting to gauge the level of interest in
purchasing the Railway Inn as a
community pub.

The meeting will be held on Monday,
15th September 2025 at 7.00pm at St
Luke’s Church Hall, Norton Bridge.
Parking is available across the road from
the church hall. Everyone is welcome.

very useful and informative talk on
scamming (with Christmas in mind).
Tracey, one of the organisers of the
sessions, says,"Please come and join us for
activities , refreshments and friendship".
Cameo is disability , child and dementia
friendly.
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Stone Ramblers completing a short walk around Moddershall before lunch

i - A

Stone Ramblers Celebrate
30 Years Together

What a wonderful celebration of 30 years
of the Stone Ramblers!

After twenty-nine members completed
a short walk around Moddershall,
forty-six enjoyed a fabulous buffet at
The Boar Inn in Moddershall, on Sunday
24th August.

Gerald Gittens, one of the founder

A ch_a;ce tocach up for a chat at The Boar Inn in Moddershall

members, gave a short speech about the
history of the group, thanking all of the
volunteers over the years.

The group then collected £262 towards
Midlands Air Ambulance Charity,
meaning that the name of the Stone
Ramblers will be on one of their
helicopters!

In the last edition of the Gazette we
carried a story from the Stone Lions,
thanking all who supported their Easter
Egg Raffle, which raised over £1500 in
support of local charities and good
causes.

The Golden Egg Award was presented to
Fiona at the Arcadia Café who raised an
egg-cellent £205 by selling raffle tickets

Arcadia Café Go For GId! ..ain!

to her customers.

However, we used the wrong photo to
go with the story, so here is the correct
one now!

We apologise for any confusion caused,
the correct photo, above, shows Lion
President Glenys and Lions Pete and Sam
(Fiona’s very proud Dad) as they present
Fiona with her Egg-squisite trophy.

§ Antique & Collectors Fair §

CUTTLE
SIIONES

Ul I OcC !\

frye llim‘ir
alue

GOLD £5 CIN»SUL[] £2000

Now taking consignments for forthcoming auctions - including:
Gold - Silver - Jewellery - Watches
Antique & Vintage Furniture - Paintings
Medals & Militaria - Coins - Toys
Rock & Pop Memorabilia - Books
Tribal & Oceanic Art - Designer Goods
Classic Cars & Motorcycles

ALL VALUATIONS ARE FREE.

Contact us now on:

WhatsApp 07949 603872

email office@cuttlestones.co.uk

or Call 01785 714905

{0 book your appointment

Cuttlestones Ltd, Pinfold Lane, Penkridge, Staffordshire ST19 bAP
www.cuttlestones.co.uk

As seen on BEAM Bargain Hunt

STAFFORD
SHOWGROUND

SEPTEMBER 2025
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 13TH
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 14TH

Up fo 300 stands in 3 Halls

Arange of Furniture, Art, Silver, Glass,
Porcelain, Jewellery, Toys, Books,
Retro and Modern Collectables

ADMISSION
Everyone over 14 £4.00
Under 14 FREE
First Day 8.30am fo 10am £5.00
Saturday 10am fo 5pm  £4.00
Sunday 10am fo 4pm £4.00

FREE Parking, Catering, Disabled friendly, Dogs welcome

Prestwood Centre, Weston Road A518, Stafford ST18 OBD
5 mins J14 M6

MR WwWw. number one events.com
P.O. Box 3190, Stafford ST16 SLF

Mobile 07775 48 44 55

evenis Los (9

%ESTONE DIREC-.'I".QRN %E 'STONE DIRE(;‘IT‘QRN‘

NOW TAKING BOOKINGS
FOR THE 2026 EDITION

CALL 07514 967890

Or stonegazette@outiook.com

www.stonegazette.com ]. 5



2025 Croxton Communlty WeII Dressmg Festlval

Saturday 14th June saw the seventh Well Dressing Festival held
in Croxton. It is the most westerly Well Dressing to take place in
England. Many people of all ages and abilities became involved
in this wonderful countryside tradition.

The exact origins of well dressing have been lost over time,
but it's thought that the custom may have started as a pagan
ritual of leaving gifts, thanking the local water gods for a
continued supply of fresh water. What started out as a simple
offering of flowers grew more elaborate when the custom was
revived by the Victorians and well dressings were created
depicting popular stories from the Bible.

The well dressings at Croxton have a different theme every two
years, with the celebration of 80 years since VE day, the work of
the Women'’s Land Army, an appreciation of the work of 33,000
local munitions workers known as the ‘Swynnerton Roses’ and a
peace dove being illustrated in 2025.

After months of organisation and planning the process of
preparing the well dressings itself takes about three weeks.The
wooden frames are left in the River Sow for two weeks so that
when they are filled with clay the wood does not absorb the
moisture from the clay and the designs last longer. The clay
boards are then decorated with natural material including alder
knobs, coffee beans, seeds, eggshells, dried banana skins and
most importantly flower petals which give the pictures their
colour, detail and impact. This creates a beautiful mosaic picture
standing over 2 metres tall.

The pictures are built up by teams of 5 people working in
2-hour shifts over the 7 days prior to the festival day. In all 35
people enjoyed creating the designs working together as a
team, some were old hands and others learnt the skills of this
ancient art from them. It is mindful, time consuming and
addictive - the yellow petals of Big Ben took one person 11
hours to complete! The flower petals and fresh greenery must
be overlapped like tiles on a roof to ensure they are secure and
withstand the weather.

Early on the Saturday morning the completed Well Dressings
were carefully loaded onto a trailer and towed up from the
dressing barn to Croxton by Rob Unsworth’s red tractor. A team
of strong people then erected the heavy clay boards by the
wells along the half mile trail through the village.

Crowds gathered at 11.30am in front of the old village well in
the centre of Croxton - known as Boughey’s Well. Mrs Ruth
Butter (a longstanding member of Croxton community) officially
opened the Festival. Phil Finch, Training Safety Officer at
Swynnerton camp then spoke of the brave work of thousands of
munitions workers in World War 2 and the Rev. Dawn Walker and
Rev. Sara Humphries conducted a traditional “Blessing of the
Well”

David Hemingway (this year’s Well Dressing Festival joint
Co-ordinator) thanked Staffordshire and Shropshire Community
Foundation, Eccleshall Parish Council and Fletcher’s Garden
Centre for the funding support they had given to the event and
to the planning committee who worked so hard to make the
event happen.

Visitors could then walk the Wells trail to view the designs or
visit the stalls and displays by the community groups in the
Millennium Wood. There were also bacon buns for sale for
brunch and delicious homemade cakes and drinks served in
Croxton church.

At 2pm local musicians entertained the crowds in St Paul’s
church with a concert of poetry, singing by the Broughton
Community Choir, and some World War Il familiar tunes played
by the local recorder group ‘Tooty Flooty’.Some of the poetry was
written specially for the event depicting the joy of lights shining
in the village houses after the end of the wartime blackouts.

The Well Dressings were displayed for 7 days,and many people
will have seen Winston Churchill surrounded by Big Ben and St
Pauls Cathedral celebrating 80 years of peace in this country
from the roadside as they drove past. Long may that peace last.
What an amazing achievement to create the Croxton Well
Dressing Festival 2025 to celebrate VE day, the local community
really showcasing their organisation and team work to produce
this enjoyable artistic, poetic and musical event.

Croxton village NEEDS YOU to join the planning
group for this event to happen again!

Some of the organising group are stepping back and we need new
people to help plan and implement the dressings in two years.
Come to hear about what is involved on
Monday 29th September at 7.30pm in Croxton Church.
Tea and cake provided.

Find out more on our website
croxtonwelldressing.weebly.com or by contacting us on
email CroxtonWells@gmail.com Swynnerton Roses Dove
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FIRE SURROUND CENTRE )
WOODBURNING & MULTI-FUEL STOVES - Atso /& o
GAS & ELECTRIC FIRES, FIREPLACE SUITES 8 -
Over 30 YEARS!

CHURCH STREET, STONE, ST15 8BD -
TEL: 01785817 815 MOB: 07980 921 501 W
www.embersofstone.co.uk

CLQCK ‘ﬁ'll!lvl‘(\'l\l‘\tts X Dimplex @

Scan the QR code to

k-h arrange your free

landlord check

‘he Renters’Rights Bi
 iscoming!

We'll guide you throughf

Because property is personal with.—

belvoir.co.uk/stafford Stafford 01785 25
__belvoi WntE Stone 01785
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The Vegan Market coming to the ngh Street
on Saturday 20th September

Stone Town Council Events

Stone Town Council is looking forward to a number of
upcoming events that it is providing in the town...

On Saturday 20th September, the Council will
welcome back the Vegan Market to the High Street,
after a very successful first market last year. Please come
along to the High Street to see the many interesting
stalls and goods this market has to offer in what will
hopefully become a regular annual event.

The fun continues the following Saturday, 27th
September, when the High Street will again be filled
with Classic Cars Galore! We are expecting over 60
classic cars to be exhibited this year in what has become
one of the highlights of the year. This year the event is
being organised jointly by the Council and the Stone
Carnival Committee.

Then on Saturday, 13th September the Heritage
Centre will, as part of the ‘Heritage Open Days’
programme, and in conjunction with the North
Staffordshire Community Rail Partnership, be offering a
guided walk from Stone Railway Station which will take
in the historic town and canal and will end at the
Heritage Centre where there will be a specially curated
exhibition exploring the history of Stone Station.

Councillor Jill Hood, Chairman of the Council’s Tourism
and Town Promotion Sub-Committee, said “We try to
offer something for everyone with our events and hope that
you will be able to join us at one of our free to attend

September events for an interesting and enjoyable day out.”

Further information about upcoming events can be
found on the Council's website www.stonetown
council.gov.uk and on the Council’s Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/STCnewsandevents
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The Burma StarCommemoratlon

Stone Town Council held a
Brass Band Concert and
Cream Tea Afternoon in
Stonefield Park, Stone on
Sunday 17th August, where
there was a short service to
commemorate the Burma g
Star and VJ Day, and those
who lived through, served
and sacrificed their lives in
the far east, and to celebrate
the formal end of the
Second World War.

Record numbers of people
enjoyed the concert by
Florence Brass Band and the
refreshments kindly provided
by Stone Town Council, while
enjoying the sunshine/
shade in this award-winning park.

The annual ‘Burma Star’ wreath laying
ceremony took place during the interval,
which was particularly significant on this
80th anniversary of VJ Day.

Councillor Jill Hood, Chairman of the
Council’s Tourism and Town Promotion
Sub-Committee, said “It was great to see
the people of Stone turn out in such
numbers, everyone had a lovely day, a day
which also offered a chance to reflect,
remember, and learn about an important
chapter in our history.”

— =
e

Stone Town Mayor, Cllr Jason Metters waiting in line to
lay a wreath on behalf of Stone Town Council

Photos by Martin Robinson
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Advertising feature

Shake off the burdens of a big house

At this time of year, many homeowners
turn their attention to their gardens, home
maintenance, and the long list of seasonal
tasks that come with keeping a property in
top condition. While the warmer weather is
welcome, the thought of tackling outdoor
upkeep can start to feel overwhelming.

For many homeowners at Adlington
Retirement Living communities, the appeal
of leaving all that behind was one of the
reasons they decided to move.

Freedom fromm home maintenance

Since moving to an Adlington community,
Trevor has enjoyed his newfound freedom
from home maintenance.

“There’s so much stress and anxiety that
comes with maintaining a house. We had a
handyman, cleaners, a gardener, but it was
still a worry. When you're paying for odd jobs
week by week, you don’t realise how much it
adds up over the years.

“Some people think service charges for
retirement communities are expensive, but
when you consider what you get, | think

E Now’s the time to get in touch to find out
more about the apariments available to buy.

01782 958850 * adlington.co.uk/SG

= Brookfields House, Clayfon Road, Newcastle-under-Lyme, ST6 3FG

it's worth it. If | was talking to someone
considering a move, I'd say it relieves an
enormous amount of stress and adds so
much positive social interaction.”

Ann and Harry, other Adlington homeowners,
also found that home maintenance
responsibilities were a key factor when
deciding to move.

"When you have a house, you become a
servant to it. You have to keep it sellable
and up to scratch, but the day comes when
you don’t want to do it anymore. It starts to
worry you.”

Since their move, Ann and Harry have felt a
real sense of relief and freedom.

"We've got rid of all the concerns of painting
the house and weeding the garden. Now,

it’s all done for us, you don’t have waorries
here. It’s like being on holiday all the time, |
can’t get over it. It's wonderful. It takes all that
anxiety away.”

For retirees looking to shed the burdens of
homeownership while gaining more time to
enjoy life, a move to a retirement community
could be the perfect solution.

ADLINGTON

RETIREMENT LIVING

See website or call for details. Images shown for illustrative purposes only.



News From Oulton Scout Group

Five of our Beavers, Lily, Frank, Noah, James and Logan (pictured above)
have earned all of their activity badges, as well as their bronze award.

All of their hard work and dedication has truly paid off, and their
journey will now continue on to Cubs.

Our Squirrels were invited to be the first ever squirrel group to try out
the new Squirrel Wood.

Our children spent the evening at
Kibblestone, with Clive Leader.

Pictured on the right is Arthur make
some plant bombs. Our Squirrels made
lots of these, and then at Kibblestone they
threw them on to a field, to help grow
some wild flowers.

In July we had our pirate themed family
camp.We were joined by Yarnfield beavers
and had over 100 people on camp. This
was a great success with lots of positive
feedback.

The children also enjoyed an hour §
session of Bellboating at Trentham
Gardens, and they took part in the §
Barlaston Town Trail. They had our slip and
slide, and made giant boats that their
whole team could fit in!

In July we also had out AGM and fun
night. Our parents and children learnt lots
of skills such as a tying friendship knot,

how to make a woggle, cooking on fires Bombs Away!
and they all enjoyed time playing games. The only good bomb
We also awarded over 600 badges to our is a flower bomb!

young people.

From Katie Dudley

Members of the Crochet In Eccleshall
- group exhibited at the Eccleshall
Open Gardens weekend in June.
{ Christine & Quentin opened their
¥ large garden, and in the garden
¢ workshop they had a display of
crochet by Crochet in Eccleshall, §
and some intricate examples of
Marquetry, by the Staffordshire
Marquetry Group.

Visitors admired the crochet and §
marquetry (and garden) and many
said they would think about taking
E up a new hobby in the autumn. So
now is a good time to join one of our
classes.

We have small monthly Beginners
classes at Eagle House from
12.30pm to 3.30pm, usually on a
. Monday or Tuesday.

We meet monthly on a Friday at
Eccleshall Library, also from
12.30pm to 3.30pm. Usually these
are Improver classes but on Friday
12th September we have Crochet &
Chat.

Evening classes are held at Eccleshall Community Centre from 6.30pm to
8.30pm, usually on a Wednesday.

And on the first and third Wednesday of each month, some of us join the
Staffordshire Marquetry Group for “crochet & chat’.

Please contact Christine Smith on 07946 535035 or christines1386@gmail.com for
more information and to book a place in a class.

Also see our Crochet in Eccleshall Facebook page.
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PROVEN Pizzeria.
56 Newcastle
Road, Stone,

Staffordshire.
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01785 817 007
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S EXTENSIONS AND CONVERSIONS

Call us now for a no obligation desigh and quotation
on 01782 939371 or email info@house2homestoke.co.uk

FEDERATION OF

MASTER
BUILDERS

fmb.org.uk

www.stonegazette.com 2 1



el
. Overman |
Michael Morton ‘

Stone Author Releases His
Final Book - Black Eyes

Stone author Michael Morton has just released his final
book, in the tetralogy, Black Eyes is now available.

The four books tell the story of the fictional Mick Gibson
joining the National Coal Board on leaving school as a
sixteen-year-old in 1975. He is the first to enter the coal
industry in his family, his eyes firmly set on becoming an
Undermanager. The future looks secure after the 1974
Plan for Coal is published.

His journey commences at Cronton Colliery in the
Western Area, where after seven years he qualifies as a
Deputy. Prior to the 1984/5 strike Cronton Colliery closes
and he transfers to Parkside Colliery. Initially as a Deputy
he works his way through the ranks from Face Overman
to Colliery Overman before a regular night shift role as
Shift Undermanager. Finally achieving his ambition at
the age of twenty-nine when he is appointed Statutory
Undermanager at the last deep mine in North Wales,
Point of Ayr Colliery.

The industry however is in turmoil with the
Governments desire to destroy a once great and proud
industry. The short-sighted dash for gas see’s many pits
closing until finally the decision is taken to privatise the
industry. Mick decides to leave British Coal and join Coal
Investments at Hem Heath Colliery, in Staffordshire as
Underground Manager, however the die has been cast,
two years later the company is forced into
Administration. After twenty-one years in the industry
his time is up, like many others he now needs to find
alternative employment.

You can buy it now at https://www.amazon.com/
author/michaelmorton

Undermanager

Road Safety Guidance For
Parents Of Children Starting
A New School In September

Whether your child is planning to travel to school by car,
bus, walking or cycling, the Staffordshire Safer Roads
Partnership (SSRP) has developed guidance to help you
prepare them for their new journey.

During this stage of their development as road users,
children find themselves at greater risk as they start to
travel more independently.

Parents and carers play a crucial role in the develop-
ment of a child’s road safety knowledge, skills, attitudes
and behaviour.

Deputy Police, Fire & Rescue and Crime Commissioner,
Dave Evans, who is Chair of the SSRP said: “It’s really
important that parents and carers talk to their children
about road safety and their new journey to school,
especially if they are planning to travel on their own.

Starting a new school can be exciting for children but can
also cause them to worry. Talking to your child about how
they are going to get to school and general road safety, can
not only help ensure they travel safely, but can also help
them feel calmer about their new school.”

The SSRP has developed a guide for parents and carers
on what to cover with children as they plan their new
journey.To help with their planning you may ask them:

What is the safest route to get to and from school?
Where are the safest places to cross?
Who are you going to travel with?
Are there any hazards on their route and
how can they deal with them?
What worries do they have about
walking to school?

For more information on how to prepare your child for a
new school journey visit: See our Moving on to High
School - Guide for Parents & Carers in Staffordshire &
Stoke on Trent at https://sway.cloud.microsoft/
dN1SuBcoEqfJ0oT1?ref=Link&loc=mysways
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Frankie and her team at the top, with poud dad Nick in the middle

Schoolgirl, 6, Raises Incredible £5k By
Climbing Snowdon In Memory Of Nan

A six-year-old schoolgirl has raised an
incredible £5,100 for Dougie Mac after
climbing Mount Snowdon in memory of
her Nan.

Little Frankie Griffin, from Stoke-on-
Trent, decided to take on the mammoth
challenge for the Blurton-based hospice
after they cared for her Nan, Karen Griffin,
who passed away in July last year
following a brave battle with cancer.

Frankie wanted to raise money for
Dougie Mac after telling her dad Nick
that she needed to help’poorly people like
Nannie' - Nick's Mum.

Nick said: “Frankie loves walking and has
already climbed and walked the local hills
and points of interest in the Peak District, so
we decided to take on Snowdon as Frankie
knew that Wales was once of her Nannie’s
favourite places, and also one of the last
places her Nannie visited.”

Frankie and Nick, along with relatives
and staff from Griffins of Stone, a
butcher’s shop which is owned by Nick,

completed the gruelling climb to the
summit in five-and-a-half hours on July

10 - a year to the day since Karen died.

Nick said: “Mum was diagnosed with
small cell cancer in the lungs, and some
cancer on her collarbone in October 2023.
After two rounds of chemotherapy and
immune therapy, we were told in March
2024 the treatment wasn't working and so
heartbreakingly, it was stopped.

“As a family we were told to make Mum as
comfortable as possible, and it was a
matter of time. Dougie Mac arranged home
visits and the nurses that came out to her
and the advice they offered was superb - no
question was too silly and they always
seemed to say the right thing.

Since Mum’s passing on July 10 2024,
I decided to reach out and talk to the
counsellors at Dougie Mac and what a
difference that has made to me. | cannot
say thank you enough.”

During their walk up Snowdon, Frankie
and the team - who left at 6am -
endured temperatures of 32C.

\ 1

pate: 18 August 2025

l DougieMac é
. Dousie M.
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Frankie handing over her massive cheque

Ewﬁngnugiemucorg.uk

Nick said: “Frankie was amazing and lead
the team of eight. It was hard going but it
was a real team effort and so many
memories were made. We also took Mum
with us and laid a photo under some rocks
with a view that was worth the walk. |
couldn't be prouder of my six-year-old little
girl!

Thank you to everyone who donated to
such a great cause - friends, family and
customers at the shop.”

Frankie, who received a medal and
certificate from Dougie Mac for her
achievements, said: “It was good to walk
all the way to the top but it was hard
coming back down.”

To donate to Frankie's fundraising, take a
look here: https://www.justgiving.com/
page/frankiessnowdonchallenge
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https://sway.cloud.microsoft/
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Oulton Village Hall Summer Rock BBQ
The weather was perfect on the 21st of * The Film“Thelma” on , Salon Owner with 44 yrs experience
June for this successful fund-raising Saturday 18th of October , Senior Stylist with 34 yrs experience
tt t fut i ts at . . i
sf\wlgrl]—|al<l). support tuture improvements a « The Daleians Male Voice Choir on and Our 2nd Year College Trainees
The evening’s entertainment was Saturday 8th of November (Weekly Offers With Ella & Molly in our salon window)
provided by local band ‘Citizen Stone.  For further information contact Chris on . ) o
And a great time was had by all. 01785 813377 or see our Facebook page Introducing Mani’s gy« Dani
Future events at the Hall include at wwwéa/cebook.com/oultonwIIagehaII @ Salon 36 Beauty Room
. stonestatts . . Services Include: Biab Nail treatments / Manicures /
* Fun Bingo on You can also visit our website at | pegicyres/Nail Cutting /Skin Care /Extensions with Biab

Saturday 20th of September www.oultonvillagehall.co.uk Late evening appointments available

Prices & Appointments by text or voicemail only please
On 07526 804 250 Dani Direct & Follow on Instagram

Photos by Martin Robinson

WALTON PRECINCT, STONE ST15 OHN
CALL 01785 813294 | TEXT 07917 824625

Open Tuesday 9-3 Wednesday 8.30-5
Thursday 9-7 Friday 8.30-5 and Saturdays 8-2pm

FUN FITNESS T —

& DANCE
CLASSES...! v I BE

Beginner Friendly Classes!

MONDAY

9:30-10:15 STRONG (weights class) Stone
13:30-15:00 Beginners & Improvers Line
Dancing Stafford

18:30-19:20 Clubbercise Stone

TUESDAY & ,
9:30-10:30 Pilates for All Stone

11-12 Improvers Line Dancing Stone
13:30-14:45 Seated Exercise & Social Stone
18:00-19:00 Beginners & Improvers Line

Dancing Stafford

18:15-19:00 STRONG (weights class) Stone
19:30-20:30 Gentle Pilates Stretch & Relax Stone

WEDNESDAY
12:15-13:15 Beginners Line Dancing Stone
13:30-15:00 Beginners & Improvers Line

Dancing Stone
18:30-19:15 Combat Assassin Stone

a
THURSDAY \/I//a
10-11:00 Beginners Line Dancing Stafford
11.15-12.15 Improvers Line Dancing Stafford
18:30-19.20 Clubbercise Stafford

FRIDAY
9:30-10:15 STRONG (weights class) Stone
11:30-12:45 Seated Exercise & Social Stafford

Call or text Trish 07711115462

www.thehappyvibe.co.uk
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By Stong.Sgrib]ﬁlers Creative Writing Group

Video Nasty

Terry liked to do a bit of ‘charity-shop gambling” on his
way home from the oppressive grind at work that left
him totally drained. Finding a rare film gem amongst the
usual mediocrity on the charity shop shelves was always
a great source of delight.In fact Terry was addicted to the
physical medium of video to the point it had taken over
his life, and his small flat had become less of a home and
more of a video-freak temple.

Terry was not just seduced by celluloid dreams of

cancelled futures like Star Trek, but most of all enjoyed
the cathartic release that came from a good gothic
horror flick in which, unlike the real world, evil is
vanquished and the natural order restored at the end.
Of course this was because he could only cope with the
misery and emptiness of modern life by escaping into
the fantasy of film; he justified it to himself by identifying
its virtues above other more harmful forms of oblivion
such as alcohol.
Therefore Terry was almost overcome with an endorphin
rush upon discovering, on this occasion, a true video
rarity from the 80s,"The Evil Rites of the Oligarchs’, the last
of a series of low-budget vampire films written and
directed by Christopher Lynch who died under
mysterious circumstances viewing the Final Cut of the
film. It was banned as a‘video nasty’ and was thought lost
forever as even the original master was seized and
incinerated by the state. This restored and digitally
remastered High Definition limited edition boasted to be
the first time the film was available completely uncut.

Terry could not contain his excitement as he handed
over his cash, describing enthusiastically the background
of the film to the cashier, oblivious of their total lack of
interest. “This film used actual dark rituals, not like those
timid films where they read out a recipe in Latin hoping no
one would notice.”

Finally Terry arrived home to his dusty ‘man cave’,
packed with DVDs and CDs, and made haste towards his
home-cinema setup, almost knocking over one of his
many stacks of DVDs. He sat before the TV screen like a
worshipper before an effigy of their God and began to
read the enclosed booklet. In addition to the history of
the making of the film it included detailed instructions
on how to perform the ritual of the ‘Magic Circle of
Protection’ in order to guard oneself from the dark
energies depicted in the film.

The film began with a warning urging those watching to
protect themselves with the enclosed ritual before
proceeding, and disclaiming any responsibility if they
failed to do so. Terry took delight in this marketing
gimmick, but ignored the warning.

The film included the usual derivative vampiric hokum
featuring ‘William the Conqueror, the father of all
vampires, and his retinue of Norman vampire-oligarchs
bleeding the country for over 1,000 years from behind
the scenes. The realism of the ghastly rituals depicted in
the film perfectly complemented its high camp gothic
aesthetic. As the film began Terry noticed his room
becoming increasingly dim and it started to feel
incredibly cold, but he merely noted he couldn't afford to
turn on the heating with his tiny pay packet.

Soon the room was so dark that the screen was the only
source of illumination as something sinister began to
take form in the shadows. Terry was so adept at using
films to block out grim reality he remained oblivious as
the shadows closed in around him ......

9y Peort Heppe © .

Stone Scribblers meet at the Borehole Pub on Mount
Road, Stone on the second and fourth Tuesday of each
month between 11am and 1pm, you can also find
them at www.facebook.com/StoneScribblers
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All club athletes. left to right Shaun Ainge (coach), Sophie, Joyella, Ella, Chloe, Natalie,
Mia, Larna, Stella, Allee (athlete/ club official).

Gold Medals And New Records At England
Athletics Relay Championship For Local Athletes

Four Cannock and Stafford Athletics Club
(AC) teams were invited to take part in
the National Relay Championships based
on their UK rankings and, against the
biggest clubs in the Country, they all did
the club proud.

The U20 womens 4x100 team of Joyella
Jeffries (from Stone), Mia Wainwright,
Sophie Hulse and Matilda Perry were first
to race and got through to the final. In
the final, the ladies ran brilliantly to finish
fourth with a time of 48.14 which may be
a new club record.

Three of the U20 team also ran in
the Senior Women's 4x100m, which
competed in a straight final, with the only
change being Stella Perrett who came in
for Matilda Perry. The team came sixth in
48.09, the fastest time run by a Cannock &
Stafford Women's team for many years.

The U17 women 4x300m team were
next to race. Prior to the competition,
they were ranked as the sixth fastest club
in the country. The twelve teams were
split into two races with the medals
decided on time. We were in the second
race.

Stones’ Joyella Jeffries ran the first leg
and moved into the lead around the top
bend to hand over to Larna Watkins
level with the Cambridge athlete. Larna
continued her excellent form, moving
into the lead over the first 100m and
extending the lead to around 25m before
handing over to Ella Haycock.

Ella also ran a strong leg and, despite
being caught by the Woodford Green
athlete, she pushed over the last 40m to
hand over to Sophie Hulse neck and neck
with the number one ranked Woodford

Green team. Sophie ran a fantastic leg,
gradually moving away from the rest of
the field to finish in 2:46.65, over five
seconds faster than their season's best
and, subject to checks, a new club record.
There was a short period while everyone
checked the time from the previous race
before it was confirmed that they had
beaten the winner of that race by a
quarter of a second to take GOLD and
become the fastest club team in the UK!
Finally, the clubs Senior Women 4x400m
quartet of Stella Perrett, Natalie Griffiths,
Mia Wainwright and Chloe Wilde all ran
great legs to finish fourth in 3:58.56, the
first time that the clubs Senior Women
have gone below 4 minutes since 2022.

Left to Right: U17 4 x 300 Gold winning
team. Joyella, Sophie, Shaun Ainge (coach),
Ella, Larna.

Photo on podium of U17 4 x 300m team receiving medal



Talbot Place Dental Practice

DENTAL AND PRIVATE GP SERVICES

SPECIAL INTEREST IN COSMETIC DENTISTRY

B.CH.D (STELLENBOSCH) MSC (UCLAN) GDC NO. 78052

Your appointment will include a Full Oral Examination
with appropriate X-Ray,Full Cancer Screening,

We are now welcoming

and Full Gum Health Assessment.

GENERAL DENTIST

GDC NO. 277911

Our Specialist Dentistry Team Are Now Taking New Referrals

SPECIAL INTEREST
IN IMPLANTS

LDS RCS (EDIN), MSC (UCL)

GDC NO. 59898

Warts Sle'(_)n '/%
sknTags  Surgical ==
Moles

Sebaceous / Pilar Cysts
Small Lipomas
Seborrhoeic Dermatoses
Small Thread Veins
Spider Naevi

HarrisonDenture

CLINICAL DENTAL
TECHNICIAN

DD RDT MCDP DIP CDT RCS (ENG)

GDC NO. 116008

Please call our friendly Reception team on 01785 255435
to book your appointment or to discuss our services.

SPECIALIST
PERIODONTIST SPECIAL
BDS (HONS), MJDF RCS (ENG), INTEREST IN

MCLINDENT PERIO (DIST).
CCST PERIO/IMPLANTS,
M PERIO RCSED

GDC NO. 258662

ENDODONTICS

GDC NO. 290071

PRIVATE GP SERVICES
e Home Visits Within 5 mile radius

* Consultations and Referrals

* Phlebotomy (blood taking)

» Repeat prescription charge
 Private Medical/Legal reports
e Completion of medical forms
» Cervical Cancer Screening

* HGV/ Adoption / Fostering / Visa Medicals

* Executive Medicals - For under 50s and over 50s
» Fitness to drive / Fitness fo Fly Letfters

* Private Medical Letfters
s Pathology tests

e ;
Dr. Janey Merron

Appointments available with
DR. Janey Merron and DR. Guy Skilton

Paul’s services include complete and partial
dentures and implants together with individual
denture repairs and adjustments.

Direct Access
Hygienists

Paul specialises in...

« Complete Dentures e Implant-assisted Dentures
* Partial Denturese Light Alloy Partial Dentures

e Flexible Partial Dentures e Plastic Partial Dentures
* Immediate Dentures ¢ Copy Dentures

e Denture Repairs « Denture Relining

« Digital Dentures (made with no impressions)

» 2 Stage Denture Technique Available

« Same Day Repairs & Additions

Hayley, Lovise & Jullie

0O

18 Wolverhampton Road, Stafford ST17 4BP

info@talbotplacedental.co.uk

Tel: 01785 255435
www.talbotplacedental.co.uk
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Laurie Gregory

Laurie Gregory
Memorial Concert

A memorial and fundraising concert is coming to Holy
Trinity Church, in memory of little Laurie Gregory.

Sixteen years ago, in Ecclesall, two year old Laurie
tragically died in his sleep, due to a twisted bowel and
cardiac arrest. He would have been 18 this September,
and so to mark his birthday his brother and sister
decided to organise a special concert at the church
where he is buried, to remember him, as well as raise
money for the charity SUDC (Sudden Unexpected Death in
Childhood).

The siblings are well known locally as they both
attended Bishop Lonsdale, Christchurch Academy and
Alleynes schools. Brother, Al Gregory, who is due to go to
Birmingham Conservatoire this year, will be performing
with his band Cadenza Jazz, sister, Martha Gregory will
be compering the event, which will also feature The
Heath Chorus from Uttoxeter. The musical director is
Helen Clayton.

There will be a raffle, and Prosecco and Cake to raise
extra funds for the charity. Martha will also be climbing
Snowden in the middle of the night in October, along
with her Grandma, Barbara Gregory who is 82 this year!

Everyone is welcome to come along and enjoy some
music from local musicians, and help raise much needed
funds for the charity.

The concert takes place at Holy Trinity Church, in
Eccleshall, on the 27th of September, at 7.30pm, tickets
are just £5,and are available on the door on the night.

5th Stone Beavers And Cubs Go Wild

N3

5th Stone Beavers and Cubs pictured with some of the many wild animals they met,

At Rodbaston Animal Zone!

3o

and fed, at Rodbaston Animal Zone in Penkridge.

At the start of July, the 5th Stone Beavers
and Cubs enjoyed an unforgettable
overnight adventure at Rodbaston
Animal Zone.

Their evening began with a woodland
walk, where they learned how to identify
and gather "browse" - leafy branches and
treats for the animals. They gathered
around the campfire for snacks and sang
animal-themed songs as the light faded.

Once the browse was delivered to the
Animal Zone, the group set off on a
magical  night-time  safari. They
encountered creatures that thrive in the
dark, including the mysterious binturong,
the curious civet, and the prickly
porcupine - a thrilling end to a wild
evening!

The next morning came early (especially
for the leaders, who were kept awake by
a rogue cricket!), and after a hearty
breakfast, it was time to get stuck into
animal care. The young adventurers
rolled up their sleeves to clean enclosures
and provide fresh food and water. The
browse collected the night before was
fed to the goats and alpacas, much to their
delight!

The afternoon was packed with more
hands-on fun - from tortoise fishing to
handling snakes and rodents, the Beavers
and Cubs made the most of every
moment.

It was a weekend full of discovery,
responsibility, and animal magic - one
they won't forget in a hurry.

A New President For Stone Lions

Members of Stone Lions Club are
pleased to introduce their new
President for the coming year, Lion
Dave Handley, who takes over the
reins from Lion Glenys Sanders
who filled the post last year.

The event was celebrated in great
style, as usual, with a buffet supper
provided by members in the Tea
Room at Oak Tree Farm Rural
Project.

Lion Dave recognised the sterling
service given to the club by Lion
Glenys during her term of office
and expressed thanks on behalf of
all the members for her hard work
and dedication to the club.

He is no stranger to the role of
President, having filled this
position on two previous
occasions, and is looking forward
to leading his fellow Lions for the &
next year. All members wish him a §
very successful and fulfilling term
of office.
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Lion Dave Handley is handed the reins from .

Lion Glenys Sanders



Peter Bowers
turns 40!

Celebrations on the
weekend of the
3lst October

At 63A High Street, Stone ST15 8AD  Tel: 01785 813902
www.peterbowersopticians.co.uk
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Cuttlestne Bn Gamble with the Jaguar -Type
- found in a barn!

Vintage Vehicles Steal The
Spotlight At Auction...

Staffordshire auction house Cuttlestones has once again
realised the strength of the car and motorcycle
collectors’ markets, with a series of standout vintage
vehicle sales. Across both its Winter and Summer
Antiques Auctions, a host of iconic classic vehicles stole
the limelight-proving that even in ‘barn-find’ condition,
quality and provenance still attract serious buyers.

The undisputed star of the Winter Antiques Auction was
Lot 401:a 1972 E-Type Jaguar discovered languishing in
a local barn for over two decades. Despite its need for
restoration, the car’s status as a motoring icon drew
global interest, with telephone, online and in-room
bidders vying for ownership. The hammer finally fell at
an impressive £20,000 to a local enthusiast from just
over the Shropshire border-proof, if needed, that you
never know what treasures are tucked away nearby.

Fast forward to the Summer Antiques Auction, and
vintage motorcycles took centre stage. Lot 543 - a 1949
Vincent HRD Series C Rapide Motorcycle generated
huge excitement, racing past its estimate to sell for
£11,500, despite being offered in ‘barn-find’ condition.
Other two-wheeled classics also performed strongly: a
1965 Velocette Viper 350cc Motorcycle (Lot 550) sold for
£3,000, and a 1946 James Comet (Lot 542) fetched
£1,300. Even more compact classics turned heads,
including a 1975 BSA Ariel 4 Moped (£550) and a quirky
Sinclair C5 (£190) in need of extensive restoration.

It wasn't just bikes and cars getting collectors’ pulses
racing.Lot 555,a 1959 Land Rover Series [l complete with
a treasure trove of spare parts, proved there’s still huge
affection for these utilitarian icons, selling for £2,100.

These results prove that the vintage vehicle market is
alive and well, and that there’s real appetite among
collectors for restoration projects and characterful
classics alike.

Cuttlestones is now inviting entries for upcoming
specialist auctions. If you have a classic vehicle - or
indeed any item of interest - you'd like valued, get in
touch for a free, no-obligation appraisal. Simply email
valuations@cuttlestones.co.uk, WhatsApp 07949 603872
or call 01785 714905.

Midlands Air Ambulance
Charity Holds Thank-A-Thon

Midlands Air Ambulance Charity proudly hosted its
annual Thank-A-Thon in celebration of National Thank
You Day, a day dedicated to acknowledging and
appreciating the kindness and generosity from
individuals and businesses in local communities.

On Monday 7th July, the charity’s aircrew, staff, and
volunteers came together to contact over 28,500 loyal
supporters across the region through phone calls and
emails. This annual event offers a meaningful way for
the charity to express its gratitude to those who have
contributed to its lifesaving missions.

Those who could not be reached by phone were sent
warm messages of appreciation by email and via the
charity’s social media platforms, ensuring no supporter
was left unrecognised.

Carl Williams, community fundraising lead at Midlands
Air Ambulance Charity, said: “We are incredibly grateful for
the unwavering support we receive from across the
communities we serve. Thank-A-Thon is a great way for us
to collectively show our gratitude and thank all of those
amazing people who make our vital pre-hospital
emergency service possible.”

To find out more about Midlands Air Ambulance
Charity’s lifesaving work in your area, visit midlandsair
ambulance.com and follow them on social media.
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Stone OA Presentation Day

On Saturday, 21st June, Stone Old
Alleynians Football Club held their
annual presentation day, at Alleynes
Sports Centre.

In glorious conditions, 70 teams ranging
from u5 to over 70s were present,
celebrating the season in fantastic style.
The all day affair attracted over 1,500
people throughout the course of the day,
with lots of other activities and events as
well.

Staffordshire Police and Fire Service
were present, to keep the youngsters
entertained, as well as inflatable football,
live music and a variety of food and drink
stalls.

3°

On behalf of the Club, Richard Jones told
the Gazette, “This event is the most
important day in the calendar for the Club.
For the fourth year running it was great to
see so many people attend.

Our Club membership keeps growing and
we are now the biggest in Staffordshire
with 72 teams. Recognising everybody’s
achievement over the course of a long
season is very important to the Club, as well
as an opportunity to say thank you to
all of the volunteers for their tremendous
dedication and hard work”

The Club is actively seeking more juniors
and adults to join and can be contacted
through Facebook.
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AMG Nursing & Care Services

‘AMG have been providing care for a
few years now. They provide amazing
care with so much empathy, dignity
and respect. Nothing is ever too
much trouble. They go above and
beyond in everything they do. They
never leave us without care, always
happy and cheerful staff."

Nursing & Care Services

— Service user's family, Stone branch

MG Stone
ﬁ)mecare.co.uk. 2025

Over25Years of Trusted Care

For 25 years, AMG Nursing & Care Services has supported families across
Stone, helping loved ones stay comfortable, safe, and independent at
home. Recently, two wonderful members of our team took part in the
Walk to dfeet MND, a special event raising awareness for motor neurone
disease. We were honoured to walk alongside the wife of someone we
support, united in every step.

This kind of compassion comes naturally to our carers. It's not something
learned from training alone, but part of who we are and how we care.
Celebrating 25 years means more to us than just marking time. It's about ’ A
continuing to support local families with warmth, respect, and genuine Were lelng
kindness each and every day.

Complex Care Services Adult Services

Were always looking for passionate,
caring individuals to join our team!

v Flexible hours

)» Brain Injury D> Palliative Care JanwpgtiFive 253/
Y Spinal Injury ) Live in Care jgg'gg?;?;:r?g o
) 2 Degenerative and Neurological P Night Ca.re | | AU 275 s e el
Conditions )) Companionship and Respite
> Respiratory and Airway Support Care Start your career in care today!
earning Disabilities i isit www.amgnursing.com
L ing Disabiliti »» Shopping Call Visit

Looking for care services?
Y Learning Disabilities Call us tod ayl

) Cerebral Palsy

& i 201785 899400

» Spinal Injury

P> Respite Care WWWwW.amgnursing.com
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Trentham Boat Clubs

Kindly Spor

The Trenth;Jm Boat Club juniors raising funds at the 24-hour Rowathon

Local Junior Rowing Squad Reaches
117% of Crowdfunding Goal

Trentham Boat Club, a small but thriving
junior rowing squad based at Trentham
Gardens lake, have just hit 117% of their
Crowdfunder goal, to raise £6,000 for
essential equipment to support the
juniors as they compete on the national
stage.

Reaching the target has also made the
club now eligible to apply for match
funding from Sport England.

Many of the rowers began through
low-cost Learn to Row sessions, and now
represent not just their club, but
the region, competing at events like the
British Rowing Club Championships,
the Junior Inter-Regional Regatta, and
the GB trials.

This campaign was launched to ensure
they can continue to train and race on
equal footing with better-funded clubs,
and that rowing stays accessible to all
regardless of background.

Every donation will go directly into
improving access, safety,and opportunity
for the juniors, and the money will be
invested in key equipment for the junior
rowers, these include: New oars suitable
for juniors (£1,200-£1,500) A double scull
(2x boat) - approx. £3,000-£4,000,
Replacement safety gear for coaches,
life jackets, throw lines, and launch
equipment, a contribution toward a
second-hand quad (4x).

Also, as part of the fundraising efforts,
a group of parents from the club have
each been completed a 100km challenge
across August (rowing/running/
swimming/walking).The juniors also ran a
24-hour Rowathon from 21/08-22/08.

You can still make a donation (closes 5th
September) at https://www.crowdfun
der.co.uk/p/trentham-juniors-rowing-
for-the-future

hia Is To Take 7 _4
The London Marathon

Stone’s Sophia Hitchman is taking part in the London
Marathon 2026 to raise funds and awareness in aid of
Target Ovarian Cancer, the UK's leading ovarian cancer
charity.

They target what’s important to stop ovarian cancer
devastating lives — that means symptoms awareness,
life-saving early diagnosis, better treatments and
support for everyone affected by ovarian cancer.

Sophia said “This hits close to home after watching my
friend battle a rare form of ovarian cancer this past year,
and we are so grateful she is still with us. It's hard to put into
words what it’s like to watch someone you love go through
something like cancer, especially when the symptoms for
this type of cancer can be so undetectable. It is very difficult
to get your head around what is happening to them and
how you can support and
help them through it all.

| feel so lucky and grateful
that I still have my friend here,
she is so strong and | am
doing this for her. Please
support my fundraising if you
can, and together we'll
transform the future for
everyone diagnosed with
ovarian cancer.”

You can make a donation to
Sophia at https://join.targetovariancancer.org.uk/
fundraisers/SophiaHitchman/london-marathon-
2026 or by canning the QR code above.

All Aboard For The Amerton Railway Santa Specials

It may only be September but the team at Amerton Railway are already getting the
locos prepared for their Santa Specials starting on Saturday 29 November.
As winter wraps Staffordshire in its icy embrace, few experiences rival the charm and
warmth of the railways Santa Specials - a festive journey that rekindles the magic of
Christmas through steam, community,and nostalgia. ‘
The narrow-gauge heritage railway offers families a memorable ride aboard lovingly
preserved carriages to meet Santa . The train departs from Amerton Station and chugs
gently through the beautiful Stafffordshire countryside stopping at Toyland.Here Santa
visits every compartment to chat with each child and hand them a hand picked gift . = -1‘«@‘5;-.;
The grown ups aren't forgotten either as they are treated to a warm mince pie and glass

of sherry or orange juice . i
Rather than selling individual tickets the compartment booking system is what sets W ;
this experience apart . Options include Standard (seats up to 6 adults), Small (3 adults), B
Large (8 adults), and Accessible (3 adults plus 1 wheelchair; or up to 6 without a wheelchair). The numbers are for the adult seating space, and of
course children take up a little less room but hopefully this allows you to best judge your space requirements.

T SR

Amerton Railway is run entirely by enthusiastic volunteers and the Santa Specials raise
| vital funds for the upkeep of Amerton’s heritage steam and diesel locomotives .

" This year the Santa Specials are running on 11 days : Saturday 29 November, Sunday
30 November then every Saturday and Sunday up to Christmas along with Wednesday
10 December, Wednesday 17 December and Wednesday 24 December.

Tickets go on sale on from 1st September at amertonrailway.co.uk

The Santa Specials at Amerton Railway are more than just a train ride - they're a
festive, nostalgic, and heartfelt way to celebrate Christmas. From the steam locos
journey through the beautiful countryside, to Santa’s personal gift for every child and
treats for the adults this experience captures everything magical about the festive
season.
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T: 01785 286805
M: 07828 960475

< CARPETS & BEDS?

Find us on:
I] facebook.

Free Home selection service
Free Measuring

Free Fitting with our Seasons range,
Stair surcharge still applies

Free Grippers and Doorplates
when you quote (Gazette 23)

Free Parking

Appointments to suit you, daytime,
evening or weekends available

Stone C&D Society
Gardening Club Meetings

Visitors and guests are welcome to attend Stone
Chrysanthemum and Dahlia Society Gardening Club
meetings which are usually held on the second
Thursday of the month at 7.30pm prompt at Christ
Church Centre, Christchurch Way, Stone ST15
8ZB. Refreshments are available from 6.45pm.

During 2025 Garden Club Members have free entry to
meetings; visitors are welcome but will be asked for a
small contribution.

This is what the Garden Club have planned for the
Autumn...

On September 11th - Jane Allison presents It's a
Family Affair - Have you ever wondered which plants
are in the same family? There are plenty of surprises in
this light-hearted talk about plant relatives. | guarantee
you will walk round your border with new eyes!

Jane Allison runs Mayfields Plants and Garden Design
from her third of an acre garden in Stanthorne. Her
plants are available for sale through Plant Hunters
Fairs and you may have seen her at the Dorothy Clive
Garden. She prides herself on the wide range of
perennials on her stall, including favourites such as
verbascum, geums and geraniums. She also has a
particular passion for digitalis (foxgloves), and part of her
stall is always given over to at least a dozen varieties of
these lovely plants at any time of the year. .

October 9th - Gardenalia plus recorded TSGCN Zoom p | e r |—| u | S e
talk - Sally Gregson on Hydrangeas

Sally Gregson ran Mill Cottage Plants nursery for over : :
'chirtyy yeargs, having trained %rofessionally a¥ Hadlow Accountancy & Business Adwsory
College, Kent, and exhibited at the major flower shows,
including Hampton Court Palace. Mill Cottage Plants
specialised in Hydrangea and sold the more unusual,and
more interesting, species and cultivars of hydrangea and
their shade-loving companions.

The Gardenalia is our sale of no-longer-required
garden tools etc that members bring along after a grand
late summer tidy of sheds.

1000's of Carpets for next day delivery
Laminates, LVT Artificlal grass & more

Full House and Landlord deals

Huge selection of LVT’s
Wooden Floors & Laminates

GUARANTEED TO BEAT
ANY GENUINE PRICE

www.emeraldcarpetsandbeds.co.uk
Unit 2 Emerald Way, Stone Business Park, Stone ST15 OSR

November 13th - Pip Smith presents Totally Tulips -
An inspiring lecture on creating colourful spring displays
in your very own garden. 3

Pip Smith, formerly Head Gardener at several private i
and public gardens (most recently at the highly acclaimed 5
Wollerton Old Hall, Shropshire), is now a garden designer %
using his previous knowledge and experience to create %
imaginative, sympathetic and long-lasting designs for
private clients.

For more information please visit our website at
https://stonecanddgardenclub.org/

fowdse Gurley

MCFHP MAFHP

You need expert, mdependent advnce

Piper Hulse offers professional, friendly accountancy and business advice
services. Our technical experience, gained from senior roles in business and
accountancy practice, sets us apart. Contact us now to see how we can help you

Foot Health Practitioner

Providing high quality professional foot care and treatment in the comfort of your own home.

14B High Street, Eccleshall, ST21 6BZ www.piperhulse.com
01785 850 060 info@piperhulse.com
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Hundreds of performers from leading Staffordshire performing arts school
Rooftop Studios lit up The Regent Theatre, Stoke-on-Trent, back in May in a
dazzling celebration of dance, drama and musical theatre.

The show, Believe!, brought together every single class from the Stone and
Leek studios, showcasing the talents of students aged 2 to 82. From
show-stopping musical numbers to elegant ballet and energetic street
dance, audiences were treated to a vibrant, feel-good production that
embodied Rooftop Studios’ ethos of inspiring confidence, ambition and
self-belief.

The most up-to-date and
exciting training in all
aspects of performing arts

QOW 8 T U D I U 8 The two-day run, which featured four shows, was a sell-out success, with

TN T IAN FN ek = (A AN\

audiences providing fantastic support to the performers — many of whom
were appearing on a professional stage for the very first time.

PERFORMING ARTS Stone studio manager Claire Simpson, who also heads up the Leek branch,
says: “We are all immensely proud of our students — they put on a fantastic
show and were hugely professional throughout. This has been our biggest and

ills in <ingi i H most ambitious show to date, and is the first time we have performed at
Hone skills in singing, acting and dancmg The Regent. It was a real honour to tread the boards at a venue that hosts many
Develop imagination, creativity and self-confidence professional dance and drama productions.

I'd like to say a huge thank you to our whole team who worked tirelessly in the

Performin professionally staged productions every year run-up to and during the run to ensure our students could fully showcase their
talents, and to all the parents, friends and family who volunteered during show

Nurture skills not just for the theatre but for life week to make it happen.” |
. . . The show was such a hit that Rooftops has again booked the Regent for
Progressive training for children from 3 months -18 years, | 2027 ahead of its next full school show - making now the perfect time to
sign up for classes and be a part of this and other future performances.

Our classes 4// %ﬂéwg gp 4 égég‘@%@éﬂl

Students returning to the studio in September are in for a busy term — with

H Stage Academy classes starting work toward their next production, which
< Little Stage Academy < LAMDA will be performed at Stone’s very own Crown Wharf Theatre in March 2026.
< jl.ll'liOI‘ Stage Academy < Vocal Smash Dance classes, meanwhile, will focus on exam preparation as well as taking
part in competitions and performing at local events.
< Senior Stage Academy < Private Singing lessons And that’s not all - the Stone studio is also adding several exciting new  F
. classes to its already packed timetable. Baby Dance - packed with role-play, 1
< Acting Through song movement and confidence-building for little ones aged 6-18 months :

(and their grown-ups) will take place on Mondays from 10.30am - 11.15am,
offering a great way for parents with very young children to meet new
friends and socialise while their babies hone vital skills. }
H Another new addition is Tots Disco which, on Mondays from 4.00pm —
SIgn up for your FREETRIAL now... 4.30pm will see kids get into the groove of this fun, fast-paced and high §
. energy dance style, performing to the latest hits as well as chart classics.
InfO@ROOftopStudIOS.CO.Uk On Tuesdays from 4.45pm - 5.45pm wannabe cheerleaders will get to hone
acrobatic skills in Junior Acro while Commercial Jazz offers a range of
classes suitable for ages 7 to adult on Tuesdays; giving dancers a feel moves

@ @RooftopStudiosStone o /RooftopStudiosStone featured in the latest stage and music video performances.
For those looking to further progress their dance skills, a new ‘Beyond
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Inspiring, energetic
dance classes

for ages 18 months -
adult...

o
Technique' session, also on Thursdays from 5.00pm - 4.45pm will see -
children aged 11+ focus on performance styles, dancing with feeling and f ;
stage presence - especially useful for those with their sights set on a career
in the industry. Private LAMDA sessions will also be available on request
to help budding actors develop their skills in a one-to-one coaching
environment, while with the studios’ Street Dance performance squad
going from strength to strength a new, invite-only Street Comp Class has
been added for under 10s wanting to join Street Team RTK to perform in

group and solo events around the country.

Tt e "Reollepe” {anly..

PERFORMING ARTS

RAD ballet %..
ISTD Tap, Modern & jazi'
Street Dance
Commercial Heels
Acro
Contemporary
Aerial, Silk & Hoop
Performance & competition classes
Silver swans

A

Rooftop Studios Stone is now welcoming new students for the Autumn .
term. Whether your child is a budding ballerina, a future West End star or PI'OfESSIOI'Ial Industry WOI‘kShOpS

simply wants to build confidence and have fun, there's something for
everyone - from age 2 to adult, with free trials available for all classes.

PLUS get 50% off your first month of classes when o /rooftopstudiosstone/

you quote GAZETTE at the time of booking. Offer valid for new
students joining the Leek studio in September 2025. @ @rooftopstudiosstone

For more information about classes and workshops
at Rooftop Studios - or to book your free trial -
visit www.rooftopstudios.co.uk
or email info@rooftopstudios.co.uk

Sign up for your FREE TRIAL now...
info@rooftopstudios.co.uk
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Helping To Live With Alzheimer’s

Alzheimer’s is the most common form of dementia. It is a physical
illness which damages the brain and it eventually affects memory and
thinking.

Most people develop Alzheimer’s when they are sixty-five or older
though it is possible for those younger to develop symptoms. About
one in thirteen people aged 65 to 84 and one in three people 85 and
older live with Alzheimer's so it is surprisingly common.

As Alzheimer's worsens, people experience greater memory loss and
problems can include wandering and getting lost, trouble handling
money, repeating questions and taking longer to complete normal
daily tasks. At the same time there are changes, often significant, to
personality and behaviour.

Over time, it interferes with a person's daily life and activities.

Eventually, those with Alzheimer's lose the ability to perform simple
daily tasks, such as eating or walking so will, eventually, need help
which may include bathing, grooming, and dressing.

Alzheimer’s is also life changing for those who provide care.

The transformation from loving partner to carer is not easy to
manage especially as caring for someone with Alzheimer’s is a
twenty-four/seven occupation. Being a carer can also be a lonely
existence for many - the lack of support and having the time for even
simple everyday tasks can be a real challenge.

e
=

This is where Stone Alzheimer’s Club makes a real difference to so
many lives. For the last nineteen years, the volunteers at the club have
provided a safe and secure environment where those with Alzheimer’s
and their carers can be supported and enjoy time together.

The majority of the Club’s volunteers have experienced life as an
Alzheimer’s carer so are well placed to fully support all those who come
to the club - their commitment and enthusiasm makes it a very happy

One of the key benefits of the Club is that carers can share experiences
and over the years this has proven to be most beneficial.In more recent
times, the active involvement of staff from the Alzheimer’s Society who
make regular visits to the Club has really helped both carers and mem-
bers.

At a Club meeting, there is tea, coffee and biscuits on arrival along with
lots of chat and laughter with opportunities to mingle and meet others.
Then there is entertainment and dancing, in particular, is really popular
with all. Not all meetings are the same, however, and throughout the
year there are celebration meetings where we often have cake and
Shloer so there is always variety. In addition, the Club’s ongoing Better
Lives project brings in specialists such as physiotherapy for clinics on a
regular basis to better support members.

Lead Volunteer Sandie McQueen said: “Stone Alzheimer’s Club brings
people together and we know that we make a real difference to many
people’s lives. Members and carers find the friendly and happy atmosphere
that we create every week really special and for many, it is the highlight of
their week. It is no surprise that the Club has grown in popularity
hroughout the community”

If you would like to support the Club or just come along and say hello,
please get in touch. The club meets at Christ Church Centre, Christ

place to be.The laughter and fun that is present at every meeting has
made the Club increasingly popular - not just in Stone but Stafford and
further afield.

Church Way, Stone ST15 8ZB every Thursday for fifty weeks a year and is
open between 10 and 12. You can contact the club by telephone on:
07375 748733 or by email on: stone_alzheimersclub@btinternet.com

Chebsey Parish Local History Society
Exhibition of Railway Photographs

Railway 200 is a series of year long events which celebrate 200 years since the birth of
the modern railway with the opening of the Darlington to Stockton Railway in 1825.
To coincide with this anniversary, Chebsey Parish Local History Society is staging an
exhibition of railway photographs at Chebsey Parish Hall on the 11th and 12th
October 2025.

The exhibition will feature the collection of photographs belonging to Mr Stephen
Charles Hemsworth, the last Stationmaster at Norton Bridge Station. These
photographs chart the progress of railway modernisation in Norton Bridge and
nearby Great Bridgeford in the 1950s and 60s. As well as Mr Hemsworth’s collection,
photographs in the exhibition will cover other decades and themes appropriate to the
local area. A book accompanies the exhibition.

The Railway 200 anniversary is particularly relevant as the village of Norton Bridge
itself owes its existence to the early modern railway system. It grew from being just
an intermediate station on the Grand Junction Railway, opened in 1837, to a locally
important railway junction and small village — a story told in our publication
‘The Railway Hamlet. A History of Norton Bridge!

In addition, we will also be launching the next book in our series of Photographic
Histories. Entitled Places 2, it features 12 short histories of significant buildings and
places in Chebsey Parish, including the Railway Inn, Norton Bridge, Quaker Burial
Ground, Shallowford and Mill Farm, Chebsey. Photographs of these, and the other
places in the book will also feature in the exhibition.

Chebsey Parish Local History Society started in 2018, and this will be our third
exhibition. We have also produced five other books on people and places in Chebsey
Parish which we will be selling at the exhibition. We also regularly attend local events
to fundraise for our activities.

There is no charge for the exhibition which is open each day from 10.30 am to 4.00
pm.Tea and cake will also be freely available (donations welcome).

For further information on the exhibition or for more details of our books, you can
contact us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/p/Chebsey-Parish-Local-
History-Society-100067890368735/

CHEBSEY PARISH LocAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Free event
Tea, coffee and
cake provided

e [irst passenger
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Autumn events & get togethers for all to enjoy!

Whitemill Lane, Stone ST15 OEQ Tel (01785) 811653
v Walton

COMMUNITY

\l * 4 CENTRE

www.waltoncommunitycentre.com

b+ .

Comed&& & Fundyaising
‘ FASHION SHOW

join us! & SHOPPING EVENT

o YOUR FAVOURITE BRANDS AT UP TO 75% OFF

. Bl D0ROTHY PERKINS WHITE STUFF RIVER ISLAND NEXT

Friday 26th September EVANS. NEWLODK MISS SELFRIDGE TOPSHOP WALLIS SIZES
URBANOUTRTTERS WAREHOUSE MONSOON <Moel RS P

10am - 12 noon PLUS FRENCH + ITALIAN DESIGNER WEAR

= \

in The Chairmans Hall

WORLD'S BIGGEST = y “ ;
COFFEE Table Top/Car Boot
g Saturday 27th September A

MORNING | | 7-9.30pm \\ﬁ; . Sunday 21st Sept
MACMILLAN Tickets £5 on sale now 2 O 8.30-11.30am
CANCER SUPPORT a\ oo |

casenam e

. 01785 813461

As we head into Autumn why Vy‘ ;

not pay a visit to &
STRONG (weights class - beginners welcome) 9.30-10.15am Presidents k Walton Community Centre
Gentle Exercise U3SA 10-Tlam Chairmans f £ th " /
Talking Books U3A 10.30-12.30pm |  Classroom or one of three events in Sept/Oct
Craft U3SA (monthly 2nd Mon) 2-4pm Classroom plus the fortnighﬂy TABLE TOP sale.
U3A Meeting (monthly 1st Mon) 1.30-4pm Classroom
Slimming World 6-7.30pm Chairmans : 1
Clubbercise Dance Fitness 6.30-7.20pm Presidents The Com-munlty Centre hOldS the"_
- — - annual Macmillan coffee morning on Friday
Pilates: All Abilities 9.30-10.30am Presidents th .
Family History U3A (fortnightly) 10.30-12.30pm | Classroom 26" September - a great time to meet some
Improvers Line Dancing 11-12 noon Presidents : et
Gentle Seated Exercise to Music & Social 1.30-2.45pm Chairmans nexy people while ralig mensy fora
Sequence Dancing 2-4pm Presidents fabulous cause.
Papercraft U3A (fortnightly 2nd & 4th Tues) 2-4pm Classroom
Weight Watchers 6-7pm Chairmans Maybe you fancy finding some new pieces
STRONG weights class - beginners welcome 6.15-7pm Presidents . .
Pregnancy Loss Support (bi-monthly) 6.30-8.30pm Classroom for your Winter wardrobe? The Chq”ty
Gentle Pilates Stretch & Relax: All Abilities 7.30-8.30pm Presidents fashion show is definite|y a good
Rock Choir 8-9.30pm Chairmans .
- - place to start & a great evening!
Guitar USA 10.30-12.30pm Chairmans
Knit, Crochet & Chat 10.30-12.30pm Classroom H _ H
Beginners Line Dancing Tutorial Hour 1215-1.15pm Presidents If you need any fur,t her info - get in
Beginners & Improvers Line Dancing & Social 1.30-3pm Presidents touch direct!
Conexus Tuition Stafford & Stone 4-6pm Chairmans
Combat Assassin 6.30-7.20pm Presidents — I ma—— w— ——
Yoga: All Abilities 6.30-7.30pm Classroom LB A N B &K A A X B 5
Hﬁppy Feet 10-Tlam Presidents L T T I T e T TR S T T T )
Italian (Continuation - Sept 2025) U3A 10-11.30am Classroom P
Indoor Bowls 10.15-11.45am Chairmans l G Ac E
Relaxation / Meditation U3A 2.30-3.30pm Classroom
Pregnancy Loss Support (bi-monthly) 6.30-8.30pm Classroom R TRAY: TH Chctaier
GPC Meeting (3rd Thurs monthly) 7.30-8.30pm Presidents
Flower Club (last Thurs monthly) 7.30-9.30pm Presidents
STRONG weights class - beginners welcome 9.30-10.15am Presidents
Singing for Fun U3A (fortnightly) 1.30-3pm Classroom
Dressmaking & Needlecraft U3A (fortnightly) 2-4pm Classroom
Taekwondo 7-8.30pm Presidents
BINGO - Community & Social Group 7.30-9.30pm Chairmans
Slimming World 8.30-10am Presidents
Child of Mine Playgroup (last Sat monthly) 2-4pm Chairmans TICKET £10 includes PORK BAP & Salad
Line Dancing Tutorials & Socials Coming Soon Presidents Entryis Limited
SO GET YOUR TICKETS EARLY...!
Table Top Sale/Car Boot (fortnightly Sept/April) | 8.30-11.30am Chairmans CALL Andrea 01785 811653 or TEXT Trish 07711 115462
St Johns Church - Weekly Service 10.30-11.30am Presidents or email: waltoncommunity@gmail.com
St Johns Church - Monthly Service (last Sun) 6.30-7.30pm Presidents
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The raising of the flag - to the sounds of Te Last Post

Stone Marks Victory In Japan
(VJ) Day - 80th Anniversary

Stone Town Council hosted a short ceremony on Friday
15th August to mark the 80th anniversary of VJ Day.
The community joined in commemorating those who
lived through and served in the Second World War and
to celebrate the end of the war.

The ceremony, led by Clir. Jim Davies, began at 6.00pm
with performances from Stone Scout and Guide Band
and the raising of the VJ Day flag in a short ceremony at
the flagpole located at the top of the High Street.

Stone Heritage Centre also hosted a special VJ Day
exhibition, which explored a fascinating display of
historic artefacts and memorabilia, telling the story
of Victory over Japan and its lasting impact.

Photos by Martin Robinson
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Cllr. Jim Davies pays tribute to those that gave their lives
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Don't look down! - The view from above the bells looking down the tower

All Saints’ Sandon Celebrate The
400th Anniversary Of No 5 Bell

All Saints’ Church in Sandon will be
celebrating the 400th anniversary, and
sound of, No 5 Bell at their service on
Sunday 7th September at 11.15am,
and also during their Heritage Open Day
on Sunday 21st September between
10am and 4pm.

Bells have rung out at Sandon Church
for almost 600 years to call people to
worship and mark significant events.
However, today, we do not have any bells
from that early period in our tower.

In those early years there would only
have been one bell which would have
been used to celebrate Mass.

No. 5 bell is four hundred years old
this year. It was originally cast in 1625,
possibly by famous bell founders, Robert
or Richard Purdue of Bristol. Its diameter
is two feet six and a half inches (for those
of you who are more modern that’s
77.47cm).lts weight is 5 cwts, 1 gtr and 27
Ibs or roughly 300 kilos!

It was one of the first bells to be installed
in the tower and sits next to our oldest
bell which was cast in 1609. Some of you
may remember the celebration we had in
20009 for this, our tenor bell.

Often the bells were cast in a mould in

an adjacent field to avoid transporting
them over very poor tracks. For quite a
number of years we only had three bells
which are the present 4,5 and 6 bells. In
1963 these three bells were restored by
John Taylors of Loughborough and two
smaller bells added to the tower.
These works were the gift of the Earl of
Harrowby. Unfortunately, within a couple
of months, our No. 5 bell cracked and
had a return visit to the bell foundry in
Loughborough to be repaired.

We are delighted that those works have
seen our birthday bell ring out clearly for
400 years, with the hope that it will go on
doing so for many more years to come,
do come along and hear it for yourself.

Sunday Service
7th September 11.15am
We will be celebrating the 400th
anniversary of our number 5 bell during
the service.

History Talk

September 16th 7pm - 9pm
Join us for a talk by Diane Bradley on
“A thousand years of history from a
Saxon, Mercian settlement” through to
The Norman Foundation of All Saints
Church, and her research into the
Ministerial and Baronial families from
the Norman times to the present era.

i

gk
All Saints
Sandon

Heritage Open Day

Free for all the Family

Sunday 21 September
10:002™ - 16:00P™ (no need to book)
At All Saints’ Church Sandon ST18 ODB

Join us for:

. Dropin history tours of the church and graveyard (last tour at 1515)

- Visit our bell tower to chime an ancient bell

. Make a peg doll knight and lady

+  Have a go at our nature and outdoor trails

+ Hear about our biodiversity plans for the grounds

+  Learn about our National Lottery Heritage Fund restoration plans
and how you can help!

+  Anexhibition about Sandon'’s history.

- Refreshments i ding lots of cake!

itageopendays.org.uk/submi
church-sandon.html

www.sandonallsaints.com heritage opendays

Heritage Open Day
Sunday 21 September 10am- 4pm
Join us at church for our Heritage Open
Day to celebrate the wonderful heritage
of our Grade 1 listed church. We are
offering:

- History tours inside the building
— learn about rare features and our
plans for restoration and conservation

- Graveyard tours — learn about the
historic graves and the work to
digitise all our records

- Visit the bell tower — chime a bell
and celebrate the 400th anniversary
of our No. 5 bell

- An exhibition created by our
History Group members, including
photographs of old Sandon

- Study the beautiful chart detailing the
Ministerial and Baronial families from
the Normans to the present era
- Family fun activities outside
- Lots of cake!

All activities take place at the church
and are free of charge - though any
donations towards our heritage project
would be most welcomed

www.sandonallsaints.com
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The James Du Pavey Food Theatre
Multi award winning independent estate agents, James
Du Pavey, are named as headline sponsors of the James
Du Pavey Festival Food Theatre’ at this year’s 9th annual
Ginger and Spice Festival in Market Drayton, Shropshire.

The Food Theatre which will be a star attraction at this
year's festival, will be located under the 19th century
stone portico Buttercross on Cheshire Street, in the
centre of Market Drayton and will showcase top, local
and regional chefs demonstrating between 10am and
4.30pm on Saturday 27th September 2025.

The James Du Pavey Food Theatre will be free of charge
to attend and for the first time will be hosted by Ryan
Kennedy, presenter of the mid-morning show
on Shropshire Live local radio who are also a festival
sponsor and media partner.

So far the lineup includes Italian cook Sara Guidi,
Chef and Master Baker Michel Nijsten of The Inn
Baschurch and British Bread Company; Stephen Hill
Managing Director of Perry’s, Dan Smith the Pastry Box
Shropshire. There will also be local Market Drayton
butchers taking part: Scott Shepley from Shepley’s
Butchers,

The team from James Du Pavey Eccleshall branch, led by
branch manager, Lee Davies, will be present on the day
to meet festival goers and assist with supporting the fun
and festive atmosphere near the festival food theatre.
They will be offering facepainting for children and giving
away branded balloons.

James Du Pavey, sponsor of the Ginger and Spice
Festival, commented:

“We're absolutely delighted to once again support the Food
Theatre at this year’s Ginger and Spice Festival in Market
Drayton. It’s fantastic to see the event continue to grow
each year, becoming a real highlight in the town’s calendar.

With so much to enjoy - from mouthwatering food and live
cooking to food and craft stalls and family activities - it
really does offer something for everyone. Be sure to pop by
our gazebo on the day to meet the team, whether you're
thinking about buying or selling, or simply want to say
hello!”

For further information about the Ginger and Spice
Festival, please visit the website www.gingerandspice
festival.co.uk and check out the what's on page.

Ingestre Wedding Show

Brought to you by KB
Wedding Events, the
brand new Ingestre
Hall Wedding Show
takes place  on
Sunday 5th October
2025, from 11am

to 2.30pm! : .
Explore this historic ~ Theimpressive Ingestre Hall -
venue while meeting photo by Langstraat

over 50 incredible
wedding suppliers ready to help bring your dream day
to life. From florists to photographers, dresses to décor,
there's inspiration waiting at every turn.

Admission is free - grab your tickets now at
www.kbweddingevents.com.

Ingestre Hall: Where Elegance Meets Culture
for Your Dream Wedding

Nestled in the heart of the Staffordshire countryside,
Ingestre Hall is far more than just your average wedding
venue. This 17th-century Jacobean mansion, with its
stunning rose-brick exterior, sits at the centre of 27 acres
of beautifully landscaped gardens and tranquil parkland.

Steeped in history, culture, and timeless elegance,
Ingestre is a unique and extraordinary location for
couples looking to create a memorable wedding day.
www.ingestrehall.co.uk
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Wi 41 - 43 High Street Eccleshall ST21 6BW T: 01785 848543

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram istacram €9 Facesook
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Providing High Quality Carpet And Flooring,

At Unbeatable Value, With Expert Advice

* CARPETS - WOODS « LAMINATES « VINYL
 CARPET TILES « KARNDEAN « RUGS

.and much, more!
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Member of Nationwide A
Associated Carpet Group ™y

drviriS

Tel: 01785 818176 www.stonecarpetandflooring.co.uk

Stone Carpet And Flooring, Unit 5 High Street Arcade, Stone STI5 8AU
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Flndmg your Fam:ly H/story (Genealogy) research group

We Are Stone & District u3al!

As summer has faded, and autumn looms, some of us will
look towards more sedentary and cerebral activities,
posing a variety of conundrumes, so if you're looking for
both - why not Bridge for Beginners, Cryptic Crosswords,
Family History Research, or Scrabble, to name a few.
Groups looking for members are Craft, Further French,
Dressmaking and Needlecraft. Poetry, and Scrabble.

} Scrabble Fun!

Our next Open Day of 2025, is on Saturday 4th
October at the Christchurch centre where numerous
groups will display their activities. If you also fancy a
cuppa and homemade cake, why not drop in and see us
there. Look out for our ‘stall'in the market as well!

On Friday Sept 19th, our members are expecting a
Speakers Meeting talk at Christ Church, Stone -“Restoring
neglected ancient woodland”, his involvement since 2010.

The further French group

Why not join us? There is no upper or lower age limit
and no restrictions on u3a membership, which costs just
£50 per year. Members can join as many groups as time
allows. u3a is all about learning for learning’s sake and
having some fun whilst doing it.

If you are not a member of our u3a you may attend
"taster" sessions free of charge. See our website for more
information, and to contact Group Leaders -
https://stone.u3asite.uk

38 Stone & Eccleshall’s Favourite Read

B
R
‘|il![i L |

HAII\II‘
il

Stone And District Probus Club Visit
The Aircraft Museum At Raf Cosford
Members and relatives from Stone and District Probus Club visited The Aircraft

Museum at RAF Cosford in August on one of the hottest days of the Summer.

The museum was packed with families and visitors of all ages checking out the planes
from the many different viewpoints.

The exhibits clearly showed the skill and ingenuity of the human race in being able
to design and build aircraft in large quantities in times of conflict. The happier side

of all this being the consequential spin-off of similar designs for more peaceful and
practical pursuits such as transport, rescue work and tourism.

The groups October 6th Lunch Meeting at
the Upper House, Barlaston with feature
Gary Fear speaking on the topical subject of
“Aid work in Ukraine”.

This is an ‘open meeting’ with additional
places available for guests and visitors, pre
booking is essential for catering purposes.

For details about this event and to find out
more about Stone and District Probus Club,
please contact our secretary Simon Cornes
on 07960 811637 or visit our website
www.stoneprobus.org.uk

Photos by Martin Robinson
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National Trust Talks

The Staffordshire Centre’s programme of talks at Walton
Village Hall in Stafford continues on September 9th.

There is no need to book in advance, just turn up at the
door and pay as you go in. However, it would help the
organisers if you book your place(s) on our website
https://www.ntstafford.org.uk/ go to Events-Talks -
Book a Talk.

All talks start at 2.30 pm and you do not have to be a
member of the Centre to attend. Admission is £4.50 for
non-members of the Centre and talks are followed by tea

A Concert Party

Every Night Something Awful
9th September - A Talk by Dean Nixon
The Entertainments National Service Association (ENSA)
was an organisation established in 1939 by Basil Dean
and Leslie Henson to provide entertainment for British
armed forces personnel during World War I1.

ENSA was the world's largest ever entertainment
organisation that included Gracie Fields, George Formby,
Tommy Trinder, Noel Coward and Joyce Grenfell to name
but a few. Despite many extremely talented entertainers
working for ENSA, the organisation was necessarily
spread thin over the vast area it had to cover.Thus, many
entertainments were substandard, and the popular
translation of the acronym ENSA was "Every Night
Something Awful".

This is a talk looking at how ENSA and other war-time
organisations raised our morale in the dark years of
1939-1945. As Churchill said to ENSA performers: "Your
job is to sing while the guns are blazing."

The Jam Butty
Life Aboard The Jam Butty
14th October- A Talk by Wild Side Preserves

A Preserver's Year. This talk is delivered by Helen and
Andy and covers preserve making, foraging, their life on
the canals and the story behind The Jam Butty & Wild
Side Preserves.

Wild Side is a business born from an enthusiasm for
cooking, boating, waterways and hedgerows. It is run by
Helen Tidy who was keen to combine her love of
cooking with husband Andy’s enthusiasm for
narrow-boating. Noticing that the towpath hedgerows
were an overflowing larder of wild food, Helen began to
experiment with making homemade preserves. Wild
Side Handmade Preserves is the end result of these
labours.

The business is called Wild Side, reflecting the foraged
aspect of the ingredients, they are probably better
known as The Jam Butty on account of the 27ft
engineless boat that they tow behind their main
narrowboat.

To keep up with our future events, watch out for us in
these pages or check out our Events page at
https://www.ntstafford.org.uk/

Warriors Offer A Frlendly Ear

Affected by cancer? Maybe Eccleshall Cancer Warriors can help [&
support you. :
Eccleshall Cancer Warriors is a voluntary support group
which aims to help anyone affected by cancer, whether that'’s

the person diagnosed with it or their friends, family members
or carers. y

Set up a few years ago by Eccleshall women Mandy Willberry
and her friend Emma Kendrick after their own cancer
diagnoses with the aim of offering a chance for others like
themselves to chat about their concerns, the group has gone
from strength to strength. !

The Warriors offer peer to peer support at informal |
bi-monthly meetings held in Eccleshall, sometimes with |
health-related speakers. There are also plans to extend this
schedule to monthly to include regular socials at venues in
the town. (dates and venue to be confirmed.) "

The aim of the group is to help anyone diagnosed with Warriors leaders Tony Ware,
cancer to chat to other people to talk through their concerns, Emma Kendrick and
experiences, opportunities — anything that helps them to Mandy Willberry
navigate the cancer journey more easily and with support.

In addition the group holds regular fundraising activities which enables them to also able
to make gifts to those who have or have had cancer, including afternoon teas, bouquets of
flowers or manicures and other treats. The group has a nomination form and anybody
affected by cancer can be put forward to receive one of these regular treats - all supported
by businesses in Eccleshall.

Mandy said: “We all know how difficult it can be when you're on the cancer journey and
through the group meetings and the gifts, we hope we can just make people’s lives a little
easier, a little brighter.”

The bi-monthly meetings are held at the Parish Rooms adjacent to Holy Trinity Church on
High Street, Eccleshall and are open to everyone. The next meeting is on Thursday,
October 9th starting at 7pm.

For further information on the meetings or to nominate somebody for a gift, email
eccleshallcancerwarriors@gmail.com
You can also find the group on Facebook.

Shelmore

» Timber

The Finest Timbers, Sustainably Sourced

Shelmore Timber stocks and mills some of the finest
timber available in the UK. Our UK species timber is
sustainably grown and sourced from our own managed
mature woodlands on the Norbury Park Estate.

REA Premium Firewood
DY) supplied locally in
| JURY 2m? loads.

Please get in touch for all your hard and soft wood or Premium Firewood requirements.

www.shelmoretimber.co.uk Call01785284 718 email sales@shelmoretimber.co.uk
Campions Buildings | Manor Drive  Norbury Junction ' Stafford ST200RL W © £ I3

diELd
We're
Hiring!

» Purchase Administrator

« Sales & Project Coordinator
- Production Supervisor

« Sales Administrator

« Warehouse Operatives

- Customer Service Operative
« Fabricators

Permanent Contracts & Temp to Perm Contracts
Stone & Surrounding Area’s

Corporate
Member

\

L

www.directrecruitment-uk.co.uk

© 01785 819880

Apply now
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Himalayan Balsam

Councillor Robert Townsend, Chairman of Stone Town Council’s

Crown Meadow in Bloom:
Progress Highlights and
Summer on the Meadow

Environment Sub-Committee

Over the past few months, several planned improvements have been started
across Crown Meadows. In this feature, we will take a closer look at

the progress to date, the key initiatives currently underway, and what’s been
happening over the summer season.

Investing in Nature: Key Improvements Taking Root

One of the most noticeable recent improvements at Crown Meadow is the
enhancement of the car park area. Our contractor has widened the space to
accommodate more vehicles, replaced the fencing and improved the surface.

Another key improvement underway at Crown Meadow is the ongoing
maintenance of the wetland scrapes, an essential feature of the site's ecological
landscape. Wetland scrapes are shallow depressions, usually less than 1min
depth, which hold flood water and stay wet for most of the year. Stone Town
Council funded the creation of two such scrapes at Crown Meadow in 2008
which was pivotal in providing the right conditions for a wider range of flora and
fauna. Crown Meadow is part of the Trent Valley flood plain and the scrapes help
to alleviate floodwater and slow down the river when it overtops its banks.

In recent years the scrapes have been increasingly invaded by hundreds of
willow saplings which have reduced the effectiveness and biodiversity of the
scrapes. To address this, our contractor has cut back selected willow trees that
shed seed into the scrapes and has removed the unwanted saplings from the
scrapes. In an effort to reuse the saplings, some were taken by Stafford Borough
Council and planted further upstream where they are needed.

The work carried out by the contractor can look rather destructive but it is
essential-for the longer-term ecological health of the scrapes. Nature soon
bounces back after the-works have been completed as visitors to Crown
Meadow during the summer months will have seen. Conditions inthe scrapes
are already improving for a variety of native plants, insects, and bird species.

Wildlife Wonders: Crown Meadow’s Summer Visitors

Summer is the time of plenty when our flora is at its most lush and insects their
most diverse. There is plenty to see at Crown Meadow and below are a few of the
more obvious species you might notice as you walk around.

The flowers of Butterbur occur in the spring, we are now left with their large
distinctive leaves; mainly by the Scotch Brook. The grassy area of Crown
Meadow is covered with Common Sorrel; a member of the dock family.

Where the winter floods have receded, the ground is covered in Creeping and Meadow Buttercups. Meadow
Buttercups are taller, with deeply cut leaves while Creeping Buttercups generally are lower growing and, as
gardeners know, spreads by runners! It may be considered a weed in your lawn, but buttercups are a
valuable nectar source for insects.
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There are a number of flowers collectively referred to as umbels asthey have an
“umbrella-shaped” flower head. In spring we get the Cow Parsley or Queen
Anne’s Lace but in summer its place is taken by Hogweed - have a sniff of the
flowers; they do indeed smell of pigs! It grows up to 2.5m. Umbels are magnets
for insects so it’s always worth having a look at them closely.

Tansy is a plant grown in gardens for its attractive yellow flowers and its foliage
has a strong scent when rubbed. It grows on the riverbank.

Meadowsweet, with its pretty cream flowers, is an attractive species of damp
habitats. Gardeners will recognise our only native Iris species, the Yellow Iris. It
likes more permanently wet areas.

Another plant associated with waterways these days is the Himalayan Balsam
which spreads rapidly and chokes out native vegetation. In winter when it dies
down, it leaves the riverbanks exposed to erosion. Volunteers organised by Stone
Town Council have started a program to reduce and contain the Himalayan
Balsam over the next two years.

Crown Meadow and the River Trent attract a variety of bird and insect visitors. The
Trent attracts Goosanders while Mute Swans have on occasion bred on the
meadow. Other wetland bird species that you may see are Kingfisher, Reed
Bunting, Sedge Warbler, Mallard and Moorhen.

Banded Demoiselle

Mute Swans
The River Trent is home to the attractive Banded Demoiselle, a large and colourful
damselfly species which you may see flying over the river when the male’s blue
spots on its wings are very noticeable. They often perch on bankside vegetation.
For more information on Crown Meadow Crown Meadow can be accessed from the locations

Visit www.stonetowncouncil.qov.uk/about

Crown Meadow —Anglers Car Park ®
What 3 Words - resembles.goggle.originate ;

Sat Nav - ST15 0GY St on e

There is other parking available in the town, T r il
details can be found own Lounci
www.stonetowncouncil.gov.uk/car-parking
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- -—.‘;tone Ramblers E&// ln at Modaérshaﬁ
“Walk of the Month”
From The Stone Ramblers

Well, three heatwaves in one summer, that is amazing! Here at the
Stone Ramblers, the heat hasn't deterred us from walking, including an
extremely hot walk up to Mam Tor and an overnight stay in Castleton!
We've continued to walk twice a week and as usual have walked in
many beautiful places.

We have recently celebrated 30 wonderful years of walking together
and birthday celebrations took place at the beautiful Boar Inn in

Moddershall. We're now looking forward to the next 30 years!

Stone Ramblers taking a well earned break in the heat

Walk of the Month - Stone - Pirehill - Aston

Distance: Approx 5 miles

This walk goes through Walton, with an easy section and a more
strenuous return leg, across fields to Aston by Stone, ending along the
Trent and Mersey Canal. Be warned there are several stiles! It is
approximately 5 miles and should take approximately 2.5 hours.

1.Walk from the Sports Centre across the field to the gate to the right
of the Stafford and Stone Canoe Club.Turn left and cross the River Trent
by the old road bridge. Keep to the left-hand path in front of the
cottages and turn left into Stafford Road and continue ahead until you
meet the A34.

2. Cross the dual carriageway by the footbridge and continue on the
asphalt path to Tilling Drive. Turn left and in 100 metres, turn right into
Beacon Rise.In 200 metres turn right at the safety barrier into the end
of the cul-de-sac with three bungalows on your right. At the end of the
bungalows, turn right into Hill Crescent and keeping to the left, find
the path between two houses on the right-hand side at the top of the
cul-de-sac. Follow the path until it meets the boundary fence of Walton
Priory Middle School.Continue uphill past a bus shelter to a T-junc-
tion on to Pirehill Lane.

3.Turn left and follow Pirehill Lane, continuing uphill past Oak Farm and
then New House Farm on the left. Pass the barns and farmhouse of
North Pirehill Farm and immediately look for a footpath on your left
and cross the stile.

4.Walk down the middle of the field to the gate in the hedge at the bot-
tom. Ahead of you are Staffordshire Fire and Rescue buildings. At the
gate, bear left to the bridge in the corner of the field. Cross and turn
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right up the hedge 20 metres to the double stile in the hedge on your
right. Cross and walk up the field with the hedge on your left to the
stile. Admire the views across to Stone on your left. Cross the stile and
proceed straight ahead to the stile and onto the tarmac track.

5.Cross the stile opposite and walk diagonally left to a stile in the fence,
crossing into the next field diagonally left to the gap between two
adjacent trees. Cross into the next field and keeping the hedge on your
left, proceed into a grassy lane, which leads to the A34 and the old
Crown Inn.

6. Cross the A34 with great care and go down Aston Lane. After 200
metres turn left into Bowers Lane. Pass Willowdale and bear right and
then turn right into a small close of houses. At No.2, turn left and follow
the path to the right and cross the rickety stile bridge and stile into a
field. Bear left to a kissing gate. Cross the field ahead to the far corner,a
brick wall around Aston Hall. Observe Aston Farm on your left. Turn
right and with the wall on your right, follow to the gate in the corner.
Go onto the road.

7.Turn left for 100 metres, passing the old Aston School and turn right
passing the entrance to the church. Cross the River Trent and after 100
metres turn right round a barn conversion onto the Trent and Mersey
canal towpath.

8.Turn left after Bridge 90 and follow back to Westbridge Park, passing
under the A51 road bridge and canal bridges 91 and 92.

We should make you aware that changes can occur to footpaths, so
please let us know if you spot any that we have missed.

If you would like to join us, please have a look at our website
www.stoneramblers.org for more details and come along! We have
had several new members joining us recently, which is fantastic.

Once again,thank you to our wonderful volunteers and happy

walking!
//Dekmy Weﬂ%/n

Chair, Stone Ramblers



Rail Replacement At Stone Station

There is no prize for working out the top story for Stone Station in August. From
August 2nd to 22nd there have been no trains calling at the station on weekdays, and
people living near the main line will have wondered where all the express trains to
Manchester have gone to ( and the answer to that question is “Wilmslow)

The line between Stoke, Macclesfield and Manchester was out of use while a big
infrastructure project was being carried out at Stockport. Network Rail took the
opportunity to carry out other improvements at the same time, which answers
the next question as to why work at Stockport causes suspension of train services at a
Stone.

One criticism made locally has been lack of advance information.Jon Heal, chair of the
local rail user group NSRPG, comments, “/ only learnt about the extent of the engineering
works ten days before it was due to start. There were no clues at the station at all, and even
at Stoke Station, which lost most of its train service for three weeks, there were only two
posters put up a few days before the disruption started.”

NSRPG were able to put up a few posters of their own, which fortunately were then
posted on ‘A Little Bit of Stone’ to help the word get round. If that wasn't sufficient
to alert local people, the closure of the Meaford Level Crossing by the Station drive
certainly was.

By chance, NSRPG held a meeting in the station the day before the drive was closed
off, and by another lucky chance they had booked Geoff Grant, Stakeholder Manager
for London Northwestern, to come along. Geoff was able

We build
confidence and
empower progress!

Wl .88,

PPConexus

Tuition

Stafford and Stone

GCSE

English, Maths
and Science

SATs

English and
Maths

All Key

Stages
Year2to 13

£25 for 1 subject
£35 for 2 subjects
£40 for 3 subjects

Why choose Conexus Tuition?
(/f Highly skilled, qualified teachers
/] Small groups (max 6 learners)

M Committed to safeguarding

[ Specialists in SATs and GCSE tuition
M Over 850 pupils tutored locally

Better results fuelled by confidence at... Idn
St John’s Church Hall, Stafford, ST16 3RP
Walton Community Centre, Stone, ST15 OEQ
Berkswich Methodist Church, Stafford, ST17 OLH

The best thing I ever did was
to send him to Conexus!
Parent - Google Review

Ask us
about our
FREE trials

Timetable info . )
Fiona Simon

Principal Director

® 07826968703
e fiona@conexustuition.co.uk

Scan me
@ www.conexustuition.co.uk/find-a-class/Stafford/

to go into detail about the disruption expected.

On days when trains were suspended, there were rail
replacement buses. The best source of information was
on www.nationalrail.co.uk which also shows that
replacement buses stop at Granville Square for Stafford
and on Crown Street for Stoke.

Fortunately the first week’s work was completed on time
and the replacement buses, as far as we know, ran
successfully. On the second Saturday, August 9th, trains
were running but a fallen tree at Kidsgrove added
another level of disruption.

The work at Stone Station involved lifting up and
replacing the rails on both lines at the junction.

Jon Heal mentions a conversation with one of
the Network Rail staff. “He explained how over time the
sleepers had slipped away from the platform, and so the rails
needed to be relaid in the correct position. We had been
pointing out that the step out on to the train has
been getting harder, especially for older people, so we hope
that this has helped to improve things. Fingers crossed!”

Further work has involved replacing three Level
Crossings in Stone. The most problematic was on Church
Lane which is the only route into the Coppice Estate.
Network Rail did put on a consultation meeting at which
the issues were discussed. The Meaford Crossing was
done first and completed on time on August 12th.

NSRPG are keen to receive comments about the way in
which the works have been done and their impact.
Alternatively, councillors can be asked to raise points.

The next NSRPG meeting will be on Thursday 25th
September in the Quaker Meeting House, Miller
Street, Newcastle at 6.30pm. All are welcome. For
further info contact : jhnorthstaffsrail@hotmail.co.uk

The other news is that the roadworks in front of
Stoke-on-Trent station were completed on time on
August 10th. After being removed this time last year,
Josiah Wedgwood returned to stand a bit closer to
the entrance. There are new bus stops, but otherwise the
layout looks similar.

UPDATE: Engineering work causing the 3 weeks of
disruption was completed on time, and trains were
running again on 23rd August - as promised!

From Jonathan Heal
North Staffs Rail Promotion Group

- 3D Retinal Scans

Service (MECS)

Patients welcome

Malcolm Gray
HIGH QUALITY EYE CARE

Malcolm Gray & Associates are a dedicated and qualified
Optometrists and Dispensing Opticians providing a
range of quality products.
- Designer and budget frames
- High quality lenses
- Contact lens specialists

- Assessments for reading
difficulties and visual stress

- Minor Eye Conditions

- NHS funded or Private

& ASSOCIATES

56 High Street, Eccleshall, ST21 6BZ

Tel: 01785851015 www.mganda.co.uk
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Food Support Fund

The Community Foundation for Staffordshire &
Shropshire are excited to announce the launch of the
Food Support Fund 2025, in collaboration with Stoke-
on-Trent City Council and Stoke-on-Trent Food
Partnership.

Funding is available for voluntary and community
groups providing crisis or preventative support to
Stoke-on-Trent households struggling with food costs.

Full details about the fund and how to apply are on
our website at staffordshire.foundation/grants/
staffordshire-organisations/food-support-fund/

Jelly Tots

Looking for a welcoming space where your little ones
can play? Why not come along to Jelly Tots, a vibrant
toddler group that meets every Tuesday at St
Michael's Church from 9.30am till around 10.30am.

With fun games, engaging activities, and a friendly
atmosphere, Jelly Tots offers a wonderful opportunity
for toddlers and their parents/carers to explore, play,
and make new friends. No child is too young - come
along and have a coffee and a chat.

Whether you're a parent, grandparent, or carer, all are
welcome at Jelly Tots. Why not come and experience a
community that’s as warm and joyful as its name?

Victoria Hall October

Organ Prom
The next Organ Prom is on Saturday October 18th at
noon. It will be played by our regular and most enter-
taining player from Birmingham Keith Hearnshaw.

The music will be:

All through the night - Welsh Trad. Arr C.Curly,
Grand Choeur in D - A.Guilmant, Salut d’Amour —
E.Elgar, Fantasia and Fugue in G minor - J.S.Bach,
Star Spangled Banner — D.Buck, Adagio for Strings
- S.Barber, Finale from Symphonie 6 - C.M. Widor

Priceis £12 (Concessions £10.50) Includes Coffee/Tea &
a Programme. Tickets available at the door or from
www.atgtickets.com (fees apply)

Promoted by Stoke-on-Trent Theatres Ltd & the
Victoria Hall Organ Proms charity with support from
the Harding & Dronsfield Trusts and other donors.

Save The Date For A Feast
Of Family Fun At
Stone Food & Drink Festival 2026

Following the success of the 2025 Stone Food & Drink
Festival, we wanted to let you all know the dates for
our 2026 Festival.

It all takes place on Friday 8th, Saturday 9th and
Sunday 10th of May, at Westbridge Park, please visit
stonefooddrink.org.uk for up to date details.

CU@4

Looking for a fun and engaging way to worship
together as a family? Join us for our all-age worship
service at St. Michael’s Church, Stone.

CU@4 takes place on the third Sunday of each
month. Each session has a different theme with
children’s games and craft activities for all ages.
Refreshments are provided.

The next CU@4 is 4.00pm till 5.00pm on Sunday
21st September and then 19th October and 16th
November.

Come along and enjoy a relaxed, welcoming
environment where you can connect, learn, and grow
in faith together. We can't wait to see you there!
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A Day Of Fun With The Lions At Foxfield

Without a doubt, one of the most
enjoyable days for members of Stone
Lions Club (CIO) is the Annual Fun Day,
organised by fellow Lions from clubs
across North Staffordshire, which takes
place at Foxfield Railway in Caverswall
and is provided for youngsters with
additional needs and their immediate
families.

The event, which first took place in 2004,
is provided for families completely free of
charge, with plenty of games, activities
and entertainment throughout the day,
including a ride on one of Foxfield’s
beautifully restored steam trains!

The sun shone brightly for all who
attended this year with an amazing 604
visitors throughout the day - one of the
largest numbers on record. All were
treated to a great day out, made possible
by the 57 Lions and Friends of Lions who
were there to make sure all went as
smoothly as possible.

As ever, it was a long day and, as can be
imagined, pretty tiring for all who helped
out and there were a lot of very tired
Lions at the end of the day! Still, as one
Lion was overheard saying as the visitors

made their way off site — “Just look at all
those smiling faces - that’s what makes it
all so worth-while”

If you have supported any of the
fund-raising activities organised by Stone
Lions in the past and wondered how the
money raised is spent, then look no
further - as far as Lions are concerned,
every penny counts! If reading this has
inspired you to help ‘make a difference’in
our community and you would like to
know more about Stone Lions Club and
their other projects, please pone 0345
8338478 for an informal chat - it could
change your life!
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Lifestyle Residential Care Home

Begin your next chapterin a
warm, welcoming home where
you'll receive care with dignity
and kindness. Whether for a
short stay or longer term, our
cosy care homes offer quality
care, peace of mind for you and
your family, delicious meals,
and activities to support your
wellbeing, day and night.

To find out mare, please speak
to one of our friendly team.
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Saturday 9.30am-4.30pm, Sunday 10am-2pm
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AED Donate’s Jamie Richardson with Jim Williams,
director of Midlands FRS, and one of the Fire Engines
that will be on display during Emergency Services Day

Stone High Street Event To
Celebrate Blue Light Heroes

Sunday 14th September will see Stone High Street
taken over by blue light vehicles of all shapes and sizes,
as the town comes together to celebrate our brilliant
Emergency Services.

Alongside browsing the vehicles on display — which will
include ambulances, fire engines, police cars and fire
boats there will also be the chance to meet and greet
representatives from Stone First Responders, Midlands
Air Ambulance and Staffordshire Police.

The free event is part of the popular ‘Sunday Series, run
by Stone Traders’ Group in partnership with the team
behind the Stone Food & Drink Festival with the aim of
bringing visitors into town to help bolster high street
businesses — and was masterminded by Jamie Richards,
CEO of Stone-based defibrillator charity, AED Donate,
which will be doing free CPR demonstrations through-
out the day. Jamie says: “Following the popularity of the
Four Wheel Fest and other transport events in the town over
the past few years, | had the idea of bringing together our
local emergency services to give people a chance to find out
more about what they do and get up close to their vehicles.

We're hoping it will provide a fun, informative day out for
the local community and also get Stone High Street
bustling on a Sunday - there will be lots of local businesses,
bars and eateries open on the day to support the event.
Who knows, it may even help inspire the next generation of
Blue Light workers!”

The event will take place on Sunday 14th September
from 10am - 3pm and is free to attend.

Future Stone Sunday Series events include a Family
Halloween Fest on Sunday 26th October and the
ever-popular Stone Christmas Markets on Sun 23rd
November and Sunday 14th December.

Lion Mike Ward, in the center, receiving his trophy
from Lion Glenys Sanders

Stone Lions Are On The Ball!

On Wednesday 23rd July, members and friends of Stone
Lions Club (CIO) met at Stone Crown Bowling Club to
compete for the highly prized Bob Faulkner Bowls
Trophy.

This competition takes place annually and is fiercely
contested every year!

This year’s winner was Lion Mike Ward, who was proud
to receive the trophy which was established in memory
of the late Lion Bob Faulkner, a former member of the
club and a keen bowler himself.

Those attending would like to thank Lion Graham
Garner who was Organiser in Chief for the event and
the members of Stone Crown Bowling Club for their
hospitality and support throughout the evening.
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Where it all started - Ron in 1985 at Blythe Bridge office,

!

(the red mark over the building is an exposure error in the photo)

Celebrating 40 Years Of
Jeffries Property Buyers (JPB)

who this month proudly
celebrates its 40th anniver-
sary as one of B
Staffordshire's most trusted |
and longest established
property buying firms. In
1985, Ron Jeffries started &
buying properties in and &
around Staffordshire with a
simple ethos: treat people
fairly and keep your word.
Four decades on, Jeffries
Property Buyers (JPB) is still
proud of the way it does
business.

Ron’s first property deal
was done over a hand-
shake, and while times
have changed, the Jeffries
approach hasn't. “We've &
always believed in looking &
after people,” Ron told the |
Gazette. “Whether it’s help-
ing someone move on quick-
ly from a property they no
longer need, or making a
stressful situation easier,
we’re here to help” Ron
remembers back in 1985 being one of
the first local businesses to buy a mobile
phone. At the time although this was a
huge investment, his vision was to be
contactable anytime, anywhere, pro-
viding a quick seamless service. This
quick service is something the company
is still proud to continue.

Many of their customers come through
word-of-mouth recommendations - a
sign of the trust they've built over the
years. One recent client from Stone
shared: “Ron and his team made
everything so easy. They were honest,
straightforward, and | always knew where |
stood. It was like dealing with friends, not a
company.”

For JPB, it's not just about bricks and
mortar. It's about understanding that
selling a property can be personal.
They've supported people facing
everything from sudden relocations to
inherited homes, and also complex
commercial property acquisitions. They
have built up an excellent reputation to
prove that they can move quickly when
someone needs a fast, certain sale.

JPB have extensive experience in
purchasing a wide range of properties,
including residential, pubs, care homes,

Congratulations go to B
Jeffries Property Buyers

Ron & Julie Jeffries outside the Stone office
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warehouses, shops, banks, offices, and
various small to medium-sized plots of
land with or without planning permission.

For commercial clients, JPB are pleased
to offer a bridging loan facility designed
to provide quick cash flow, allowing
businesses greater flexibility to downsize
or upsize their operation. Additionally,
they can facilitate buy-and-rent-back
agreements for most commercial
properties.

JPB are also committed to giving back to
the local community. The last couple
of years they have proudly supported
the Gingerbread charity which has
helped many young families facing
homelessness and difficult situations.
They also support Tri Services Newcastle
Staffs providing them with land for their
veterans retreat.

If you or someone you know is thinking
about selling - whether it's a house,
commercial property, or something a
little different - you can make an
appointment at the Stone office or
arrange a visit for a no-obligation offer.
They are based at Unit 14d Part 2,0n the
Whitebridge Estate in Stone. For more
information visit their website at
www.jeffriespropertybuyers.co.uk



What’s On at
Hilderstone Village Hall

Life’s Little Victoms

We've booked a live theatre company who will

present ‘Life’s Little Victoms, a comedy by Stephen Powell,

that cleverly breaks the fourth wall to engage the
audience.

Join Vicky and Tom, a middle-aged married couple, as
they navigate through life's daily challenges. This play is
recommended for audiences who are 16 years old and
above.

Directed by Kelly-Marie Singleton, this show received
rapturous welcomes at both Tittensor and Fulford Village
Halls. Please join us to give this comic duo a real,
genuine, Hilderstone welcome!

Act One: Tom's grand idea of whisking Vicky away on a
two week holiday in France with a caravan in tow goes
awry. Cue the comedy of errors: an out of date passport,
an overbearing mother-in-law, a death, and even a
robbery! Poor Vicky is left exasperated and with a jour-
ney she won't soon forget.

Act Two: When you've been hitched as long as Tom and
Vicky, the spark can dwindle. But after an awkward chat
where some jaw-dropping secrets were spilled, the
couple decided to add some sizzle to their love life.
Unfortunately for Tom, he discovers it's not just the
conversation that's awkward, leading to some hilariously
uncomfortable moments.

Where - Hilderstone Village Hall, Sandon Rd,
Hilderstone, Stone ST15 8XS
When - Saturday 6 September 7:30pm.

Tickets are £12 each from
https://buytickets.at/hilderstonevillagehall1/1493704

ADBASTON COMMUNITY CONCERT SOCIETY

el utsic

44 e W // P weserdiv

Oeptomber Concert 2025

Virtuoso pianist: GIULIA CONTALDO

MYTHS, LEGENDS
AND TALES

Works by Debussy,
Liszt, Gluck
and Szymanowski

Sunday September 7th 2025 at 5.30 pm
St Michael & All Angels Church, Adbaston, ST20 0QE

Tickets: £10 at the door or reserve in advance (recommended) =
via Pam Trafford 01785 280373 or trafford.pam@gmail.com ‘,ﬁ .

JD*C 5 A 2 With the support of
@ ‘_) The Harding Trust

ISOBEL
WHITTAKER

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICES

STONE'S ONLY INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTOR

OUR SERVICES

- 24 HOUR PERSONAL
SERVICE

- PRIVATE CHAPEL OF RES#

- FUNERAL PLANS

- MEMORIAL WORK

- TRADITIONAL AND
ALTERNATIVE @PTIONS

- DIRECT CREMATION

- FULLY INCLUSIVE PACKAGES

<% ecclesiastical

Planning Services

01785 336 722

60 PIREHILL LANE, WALTON, STONE, ST15 OJN
WWW.IWFUNERAL.CO.UK

No Problem
No Call Out Charge
y

Gutters Cleared

We remove leaves - moss - grass - growth & debrj s' :
Ph otos

Before & After @

We do a camera survey first

***}*

1 5,000+ Reviews

4.95 Excellent

@GREVIEWS |

| P

Get an instant price

01785 878 619

or oljline gutterpro.co.uk
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Local Community Group
Awarded Grant

Stafford Community Food Distribution Hub CiC is
celebrating after receiving £6,500 from the Severn Trent
Community Fund.

The money will help towards the cost of providing food
free of charge to the six member organisations, all of
whom operate a foodbank in Stafford Borough, who
are Elim Church, Stone Community Hub, Holmcroft
Community Centre, House of Bread, Signposts Services
Food Bank at Rising Brook and Staffordshire Women's
Aid.

This local community group has been running since
2022 and is staffed by up to10 volunteers. It was
founded after Stafford Borough Councillor Jeremy Pert
recognised that there was a need for additional food to
support the local foodbanks because of the increased
demand.

The council have financially supported the organisation
since its inception, during which time the food hub has
distributed over 40 tonnes of food to local foodbanks,
equivalent to nearly 100,000 meals.

The new funding from the Severn Trent Community
Fund: Core funding, which awards grant money to
maintain three elements of community wellbeing -
people, places, and environment - means the
organisation has additional support to run for the more
than the next 12 months.

Mike Court, one of the founders of CiC, says: “We are
delighted that the Severn Trent Community Fund Core
Funding has recognised our work in this way. We are very
thankful for the funding so that we will be able to continue
to obtain food from FareShare Midlands and provide this
free of charge to the local foodbanks.”

Collage Café

In the July session we talked about the key events in the
life of Joseph including the quarrel with his brothers, his
slavery in Egypt, interpretation of dreams, the famine
and eventual reconciliation with his family.

We focussed on his multi-coloured coat as the subject
for a collage. Group members employed a wide range of
fabrics, ribbons, decorated card and ‘gemstones’ etc. to
produce ‘designer’ items.

There was a holiday break in August.

The next Collage Café will be at Stone Library on
Thursday 11th September from 10.00am till 12.00
noon.

Future dates are 9th October, 13th November and
11th December. All materials are provided free of
charge and there are refreshments.

For further information please contact Jill on 07491
311832.Everyone is welcome.
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The new Skate Park, part of the recent
redevelopment of Westbridge Park, is
becoming a very popular place for
youngsters to meet up, socialise and have
fun, but unfortunately it had begun to
attract some less than artistic graffiti,
which  had generated negative
comments from other residents and park
users.
Members of Stone Lions Club recognised
the problem and looked for a way to turn
what could have quickly developed into
an eyesore into an item of artwork that
could be enjoyed by young and old alike.
The members felt that those best suited
to effecting the transformation were the
young people who would be the main
users of the area and, after receiving an
enthusiastic response when speaking to
a group of youngsters in the park, made
an approach to Christchurch Academy to
sound out their interest in joining forces.
The ball had started rolling!

CCA Head of Art, Delal Fares, is a
long-standing friend of Stone Lions,
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having played an active role in
encouraging students to take part in the
annual Lions Clubs International Peace
Poster Competition for many years. She
was really excited about the project and
proved to be invaluable in moving
things forward, having an awareness of
what was really needed to produce a
successful result.

She very quickly identified a Street
Artist, based in Ormskirk, who was
willing to produce a design and, more
importantly, work with a group of
youngsters to deliver a piece of artwork
that would be a credit to the town.

After a lengthy period of obtaining
planning permission, designing the
mural and coordinating diaries, work
actually took place on 14th July, just over
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a year after the initial planning began,
but it was really worth waiting for!

Two Street Artists, Martin and James,
arrived on site and were joined by
Ms Fares, plus 10 Year 7 pupils, and a
number of spectators who were
interested is seeing the work progress.

The youngsters seemed quite surprised
when they learnt how involved they
would be in actually decorating the
mural, and were soon fully engaged with
what they were doing. Without exception
they were all delighted with their
experience, as can be gathered from
some of their comments.

“Looks really cool.”
“Looks nice and it’s good to have
something different.”
“Fun, relaxing, creative, looks good.”
“It was really fun and just makes some
places look good.”

“Really good and it was great doing more

than we expected to do.”

“Really cool, a way to express ourselves.

Therapeutic and enjoyed doing it.”

Street Artist Martin was extremely
impressed by the attitude and behaviour
of the pupils, saying it was one of the
nicest groups they had ever worked with.

As a bonus, the youngsters were
encouraged to decorate one area of the
wall to their own design, without adult
intervention.

This impressive community project was
supported by Stone Lions with money
raised through their fundraising efforts in
the local community.

It is already attracting a lot of positive
comments (people especially like the bees
and ladybird) and it is hoped that the
result will be enjoyed by many residents
over the years to come and, who knows,
may possibly lead to similar projects in
the future.
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What's On at St.Dominic’s Community
and Church Combined Soual Centre

St Dominics social centre is the hidden
gem of Stone, recently refurbished to a
high modern standard, it has 3 rooms,

and 2 licensed bars, making it the perfect
venue to host a whole range of events,
here's some of the regular activities,
along with one or two special events, a
highlight being the upcoming Irish Night
in October, if you've not been to one of
their Irish nights yet, you really should, it’s

CANAL CRUISING

CoOMPANY LIMITED

* CALOR GAS AND REGULATORS
FOR BOATS

« PATIO HEATERS & BARBECUES B
« ALL YOUR CAMPING &

the best night out in Stone! N 0 CARAVANNING NEEDS

WE ALSO SELL COAL, LOGS & KINDLING

Canal Cruising Company Limited
at Stone, Staffs ST15 8QN
Office & Boatyard (01785) 813982
mail@canalcruising.co.uk
www.canalcruising.co.uk

2025
* WE DON'T USE MACHINES, WE BUILD THEM & s

Bbi Groﬁ

Every Monday at 10'.)30-1 1.30 SC Oom]nlc ,8

in the Garden meeting room

IRISh NIthT

g FITNESS

The Blarney Stone Band
In the Ballroom
tickets £10 online or at church

Ic hot bap. (Eéoen B WHAT WE OFFER:

* HIT CLASSES

* STRENGTH AND STAMINA
»1-2-1 SESSIONS

* NUTRITIONAL GUIDANCE

* A SAFE AND FRIENDLY
ENVIRONMENT TO WORK OUT

Winter Soup Day
£4 per person Inc soup roll and cake
Starting 12-2pm In the Lounge bar
Every other week on Thursdays on
Oct 9th and 23rd Nov 6th and 20th
Dec 4th and 18th
Then in 2026 January 8th +22nd
Feb 5th +19th March 5 +19th

JOIN NOW!

£ 07807006239
® www.swcfitness.co.uk

( FIBST CLASS FREE WHEN YOU BRING THIS FLYER
( M » e
. “ C:P aveove
103 é
17 Lichfield Street,

@ J Stone, Staffs
PLANT & CO STI5 BNA
Christmas Fayre CHYBIELED veCORMIvIIS Tel: 01785 814864

Nov 15th 1 2-3pm www.plantandcoaccountants.co.uk

Gifts and tombola stalls
New leaders Megan Mcl & Courtney A Belar hot drinks and food * Sole Traders

éﬂggységg_rscg%s For one d’ay only - Meet Santa in his 999 : P_Gr?nerships

Limited Companies
Sept 19th, Oct 17th, Nov 14th Grotto P

¢ Audits
SS Christmas Carols Sing Along gb

* VAT & Bookkeeping
* Business start ups
Dec 6th 6pm -9.30pm 6 * Self assessments

: s Tickets inc Hot food are £12.50 . .
Ca.Fe and available online or at church Personal tax service
! * Payroll bureau

* SAGE Business Partner

St Dominic's Catholic Youth Club

Ch UTCh St.Dominic’s Social Centre Station Rd We pride ourselves on being friendly & our qualified
’ Stone ST15 8EW ! and experienced staff have experience in dealing
Church Coffee Cafe More updated Information on Facebook with a variety of business consultancy issues.
Open 11.30-1pm at https://yvvyw.fagebook.com/ 0 '| 785 8 ‘| 48 64
Hot drinks and food in the Lounge bar StDominicsSocialCentre
Sundays only 5th Oct, 9th Nov, 20th Dec and outside the St Dominic's venue www.plantandcoaccountants.co.uk
on the notice board. PETER J PLANT F.C.A Senior Statutory Auditor
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Commemorating

VE & VJ Days

in Poetry and Prose

Lest We Forget

by
The Eccleshall Poets

Poetry Group Commemorate
VE and VJ Day

Eccleshall Poetry Group are pleased to announce their
latest collection of poems are now available. Written to
commemorate both VE and VJ Day, 12 members of the
Group contributed especially written poems which
reflect some of the many aspects of the war, from both
memory and imagined.

Please pop into one of their poetry meetings or contact
Thelma Whitfield - 01785 760017 — for more information
about the Group and to purchase your own copy of
‘Lest We Forget' at the special introductory price of £3.00.

It’s all about...

A Solo Tribute To
BUDDY HOLLY

The Paul Birch .
Rock and Roll Show v .

Tickets £10

Saturday 25th October
7.30pm Start -

Buddy Holly And
Rock And Roll Night Show

Woodseaves Village Hall, on High Offley Road,
Woodseaves are delighted they have the Paul Birch
‘Rock and Roll Show; with a special tribute to the late
‘Buddy Holly, on the evening of Saturday 25th October,
7pm for a 7.30pm start.

They have a licensed bar for the evening. Entry is by
prepaid* Ticket and they can be secured by phoning
Sandra on 01785 284273 / 07810 501495 or Lois on
01785 284787 / 07969 457071.

Tickets can be delivered to you and payment collected,
if necessary and you live in Stone or Eccleshall. A great
night out is assured.
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What does the future hold for Yarnfield?... and
how will the Parish Council help shape it?

I have lived in Swynnerton and Yarnfield
for ten years, since | was six, and over
those years, I've seen just how much the
little village Yarnfield has grown - not just
in size, but in spirit too. Thanks to the
work of the Yarnfield and Cold Meece
Parish Council, there has been a real
boost in community energy lately,and it's
been lovely to be a part of it.

One of the biggest highlights for me last
year was the Parish Picnic on July 14th.
It was such a family-friendly celebration
that brought the whole Vvillage
together - it really felt like a proper
showcase of what makes Yarnfield so
special.

Another standout moment was the
work experience day we had with young
people from Walton Hall Academy.
They got stuck into helping out with
community projects, like the council-run
lunch club, and absolutely loved being
involved. The lunch club itself is a huge
success too. It ran weekly from
September to July, offering a warm,
friendly place for people to chat and
enjoy a meal together - and I'm happy to
say it’s coming back in September!

And who could forget the Christmas
Party on December 21st? It was full of
festive cheer and fun. Events like these
really show the council’'s commitment to
making Yarnfield a vibrant, welcoming
place for everyone.

But it’s not just about looking back -
we've got big plans for the future too!

The Parish Council has set out four key
priorities: improving communication,
protecting our environment, strengthening
governance, and keeping our community
safe. Personally, I'm especially excited
about the plans to improve the local
environment, particularly the spaces that
children and young people use the most.

A big focus is on the playing field in
Yarnfield Park. After hearing from local
residents, the Parish Council has an
ambition to take it into their ownership,
which means they could work with
sports clubs to make sure it's put to good
use. With so many children and families
living nearby (especially thanks to the
amazing Springfields First School!), this
space has loads of potential.

There’s also a big upgrade planned for
the village green playground. With

funding of up to £41,800, improvements
are set to be finished by March 2026, and
planning has already started. The aim is
to replace some of the old play
equipment with safer, more modern
options and make the whole area more
accessible, attractive and fun for kids.
They're also planning to swap out the
open-top bins for enclosed ones to help
keep things cleaner and more hygienic.
It might seem like a small change, but it’ll
make a big difference!

Speaking of safety, I'm really glad the
council is doing something about road
safety in the parish. A £2,000 budget has
been set aside to reduce speed through
Cold Meece and improve road signage -
especially on Yarnfield Parkway and
Brookvale Drive. A lot of people don't
seem to realise it's a 20-mph zone, which
is worrying because those roads are used
by lots of children walking to school or
catching the bus. Better signs should help
remind drivers to slow down and keep
everyone safe.

Another important improvement is
happening in Cold Meece, where the bus
shelter will be getting a much-needed
refresh. With £400 going towards
refelting the roof and general repairs, it’ll
be a much nicer (and drier!) place to wait
- especially when the weather turns bad.

And finally, I've got to give a big shout
out to the Community Action Group who
continue their amazing work, from plant-
ing spring bulbs and summer flowers to
organising clean-up events around the
parish. They're also the team who look
after our defibrillators, which are such
important bits of life-saving kit. Right
now, they're even fundraising fora
brand-new defibrillator to go on Ford
Drive - which would be a brilliant addi-
tion to our village.

All'in all, there’s so much happening in
Yarnfield and Cold Meece - and as
someone who's grown up here, | couldn’t
be more excited to see what’s next.

Don't forget to get involved with the
Parish Picnic on the 14th of September
2025 and the children’s Christmas
party on the 20th of December 2025!

Thank you for reading
By Matilda Brett
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SHOP LOCAL
& SAVE MONEY
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Stone Division Girlguiding
at Magical Midlands

Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers from in and ‘
T B et R UL e S CYe o N ()Ml FULLY STOCKED TRADE STOREIWE STOCK - UNDERGROUND DRAINAGE / PAVING SLABS / BRICKS / BLOCKS /.

one of the hottest days of the year) at the Girlguiding GUTTERING AND SPOUTING / EXTERIOR TIMBER / INTERIOR TIMBER / ROOFING FELTS / DECKING / SLEEPERS /
event, Magical Midlands. PLASTER BOARDS AND PLASTER PRODUCTS / DECORATIVE AGGREGATES / BUILDING AGGREGATES HARDWARE
LS L= R BT TR v VR [ T I TVITCTTATO I AND FIXINGS / SHEET MATERIALSLADDERS / LOFT INSULATION /TIMBER POSTS ALL LANDSCAPING PRODUCTS

members from across the Midlands region to take partin
an incredible variety of activities.

These included : zorbing, bangra dancing, steel band
drumming, crafts galore, trampolining, circus skills, fair
ground rides , archery and all ending with an incredible
grand finale on stage of Disney Princesses, 'Abba' and —— T el -
even 'Taylor Swift!'. SR T A ‘ RS .| FREE

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR YOUR HOME AND BUILDING PROJECTr

Jane West, a local Rainbow leader, told the Gazette, | % o AN X LOCAL
: ; P el (> < e DELIVERY

“It was an amazing day full of fabulous activities for the
girls to take part in. It was also wonderful for the girls to see

that Girlguiding is a national as well as an international ) ] ] X )
movement". Unit 34 Whitebridge Industrial Estate, Stone, Staffordshire, ST15 8LQ

01785816009 www.stonebuildersmerchants.co.uk

Have Your Windows
Steamed Up?

Looking to upgrade

your existing
windows and doors? Eﬁﬂﬂhﬁf}m
UPVC’ composrte or
aluminium. Checka m
Contact us trade pmmT—
NOW!

All glazing backed by our

[=] El
YEAR El'fﬁ‘é?-
GUARANTEE Get a FREE Quote

= . Priority freephone
I-:: : 2W.':Eéﬁ 0800 6121118

REFLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING www.cloudchIear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money YWV 1
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* Correspondence - Readers’ Writes

Sketch In Stone Success

Hello Dan,
| wanted to say a very big thank you for the articles you put into both
the Stone Gazette and My Village Voice.

Many, many people have commented on them so they have been
seen, which is good feedback for you. Both the exhibition on cubism
and the Sketch in Stone .

The Sketch in Stone event has been hailed a success.We had a lot of
positive feedback. People that we didn’t know came through the
doors which is what we set out to do.

We raised £140 for Man Time - a local charity supporting men'’s
mental health.

Best regards and thank you
Sue Chatterton

Objections To Housing Developments
On Eccleshall Road

Dear Dan,
please see letter detailing our objections to the proposed housing
developments on and around Eccleshall Road.

We will be making our case and opposition to the Borough Council
during the formal consultation period, the first of which will be the
Bloor submission for 500 houses.

If any Gazette readers believe these developments will impact
negatively on their quality of life, then | urge them to please make
their views clear to the Borough Council Planning Committee, and
your local councillors.

As you are aware there are currently three proposals for housing
developments on or around Eccleshall Road, which we believe would
have an adverse impact on our quality of life. Therefore, we as resi-
dents of Bankside have penned together our objections outlined
below. We trust that the majority of residents in Walton and Stone
would be supportive of our objections as the developments if passed
will impact on everyone.

Since 2019 there has already been 2 housing developments on land
adjacent to Eccleshall Road. In fact, this work is still ongoing and will
result in the building of 592 new homes. The Plan For Stafford
Borough (PFSB) 2019-31 requires the building of 1,000 new homes in
Stone, this has already been surpassed with 6 years to go !
Additionally, the proposed developments cannot be seen in isolation
as there are proposals to build 505 new homes from Udall Grange to
Micklow Farm, 240 opposite Udall Grange and 140 new homes off
Marlborough Road a total of 885 new dwellings in this immediate
locality. This is on top of smaller developments taking place and 120
proposed for the old GEC site. Therefore, given the current quota in
our neighbourhood of 592 we are totally against anymore new
developments in or around Eccleshall Road. Over recent years we
have suffered from significant disruption to the quality of our life due
to almost incessant roadworks, significant increase in traffic both
heavy and light, air pollution, noise and the downgrading of the local
environment.

With regards to traffic on Eccleshall Road the PFSB acknowledges
that there are already congestion issues on the A520 and similarly the
B5026 from Eccleshall which takes traffic from the Walton residential
areas to the A34. “Alleviation of this congestion is a significant
concern to local residents, particularly as Walton is currently
accommodating an expansion of 592 houses.” It is also anticipated
that the Walton roundabout will be operating over capacity by 2031
without any new housing developments taking place! The answer to
this from the Bloor development is enlarge Walton roundabout fill in
the subway and install pedestrian crossings. We cannot see how this
would alleviate traffic issues all it would achieve is the blocking of the
roundabout. Pedestrians do get knocked over on crossings don't
know of any accidents in subways. Has there been a survey of footfall
using the subway ? During the daytime the subway is constantly used
by all age groups from school children to elder citizens. Additionally,
given the experience of Redhill roundabout in Stafford how long
would this take 1 month, 1 year, 2 years ? If there were to be road
improvements would what be the financial contributions from all the
proposed developments ?

Given that Stone is also highlighted as having an oversupply of 4 and
5 bedroom houses which statistically results in high proportion of 2+
cars per family, any significant new build will put an intolerable bur-
den on a road system that is evidenced as suffering from congestion.
Therefore 885 new builds could see an additional 1,500 cars converge
onto Eccleshall Road.The ongoing disruption and associated issues of
pollution, noise with the current developments would be extended
by many more years if your project and the others secured planning
permission. The problem of traffic would be exacerbated during the
building of houses with heavy goods vehicles, more traffic disorder
and roadworks. We have already had 6 years of this another 6 would

be completely unacceptable.

Transport is not the only infrastructure issue it is noted that in the
Stone Neighbourhood Plan that electricity and water are both critical.
Is the drainage and sewage adequate ? Eccleshall Road has already
been dug out once to improve drainage for Udall Grange.We suspect
that current drainage and sewage would be inadequate to support
another 885 houses. Primary healthcare in Stone is also under severe
pressure, Mansion House no longer does health checks. The capacity
concern is highlighted by the numerous texts we receive from the
surgery requesting that we do not attend because of staffing issues
and illness. The answer would be a new surgery but this needs
resources which are scarce and limited given the shortage of GP’s.

Schools and safety. There are 3 schools in the immediate vicinity of
Walton : Manor Hill, Pirehill and Walton Priory Middle School. Over
75% of pupils when leaving the two primary schools go to WMPS.
Traffic on Manor Rise, Pirehill Lane, Tilling Drive and Eccleshall Road is
horrendous at pick up and drop off times. In an attempt to alleviate
traffic issues schools have encouraged walking buses. However, for a
large number of children and adults this requires negotiating and
manoeuvring across roads when the risk factor of an accident is
extremely high. Currently there is just one crossing on Eccleshall Road
and one on Pirehill Lane.Then there is the question of the capacity of
schools to be able to cope with the increased demand. For example,
the number on roll in year 5 at WPMS is 144 just 6 below the
threshold for that years intake. The proposal from Bloor homes for a
new first school does this include the building of a school or
allocation of land for a school.

We acknowledge that the current Government wishes to encourage
house building however they have also stated that they will review
boundaries to prioritise brownfield and grey belt for development.
67% of the public oppose any green belt housing policy. Also, we are
not NIMBY’s as we have the current development of 592 houses still
in progress. It is also highlighted in the PFSB that Stone has an over
supply of 4 and 5 bedroomed houses. “There is a pressing need for
more affordable housing to meet current and future demand” It is
noted that the Richborough development proposes 30% affordable
houses and Bloor homes 40%. Acknowledging that the National
Planning Policy Framework has doubled the number of homes
Stafford Borough need to deliver is now 749, there is still a
disproportionate number being placed on Stone and Eccleshall. Since
2011 Stone has seen an annual increase in population of 0.53 % com-
pared to Stafford 0.4%.The largest increase in population of any ward
in Stafford Borough both proportionately and absolute over the
past 20 years is Walton with a growth of 1,600 since 2001. This is
predominately caused by housing development.

There is also the question of local democracy. The Localism Act of
2011 was designed to empower communities with greater control
over the planning of their areas. This is protected by relevant
legislation and the National Planning Policy Framework. The Stone
Neighbourhood Plan has a powerful and robust democratic base
having been voted for by the citizens of Stone in a referendum in
May 2021 and adopted by the District Council making it a statutory
document . Any developments above and beyond the neighbour-
hood plan undermines a clear, transparent process reflecting the
interests of Stone. Therefore, we believe that these three proposals
are disingenuous to the integrity and wishes of the people of Stone.

From Kim Jones, Gwynneth Jones
and Dave Chetwyn, all Bankside residents

Reply To Thank-you Letter In July/Aug Gazette

Dear Dan,

Would you kindly forward our heartfelt thanks to Simon and his
father Alan for their extremely kind letter.

It was a privilege to help them and we were so glad Alan was OK.
Kindest regards

Bob and Tracey Price

Kiwi Fruit (Keep Going!)
Good morning
After reading your page 3 headline, don't
give up on the above.

Yes it does grow extensively, but it will
produce. The fruit won't ripen on the plant
but if you bring them inside when they
look ripe,put them in a bag with a banana,
wait a while and hey presto very tasty fruit.
Ours grow well, alongside a grapevine and
further along a fig tree. g
Regards
Kate Jackson

Send your letters to dan@stonegazette.com
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Angela Moore with Tina Divers

All Thanks To
Stone History Snippets

In January this year Tina Divers posted an entry in Stone
History Snippets (a Stone history page on Facebook)
which she described as “Just a stab in the dark “. She was
trying to find the family of her father Arnold Divers
navigator Bill Belcher and attached a picture. They
flew/crewed together as part of 487 Squadron flying
Mosquitos in 1945.

Tony Dennis saw the entry,and knowing of the family of
Bob Belcher from Stone, checked the picture and
confirmed it was the same person. With the help of
friends Tony was able to make contact with Bob's
daughter Angela.

Tony messaged Tina giving her the good news and said
“Ifit’s not too late | can ring you with more details”to which
she replied “It’s 10.46 am here, I'm in New Zealand”

487 Squadron
which was part of
Bomber Command
was primarily made
up of New Zealand
airmen with just a
few British airmen,
of which Bob was
one.Tina has written
a book about her
fathers experiences
during the war and
features a picture of
him and Bob on the
front cover.

Tina visited the
UK in August and
she and Angela
were able to meet,
80 years on from
their father’s time
together. She also
visited the International Bomber Command Centre in
Lincoln to do more research into 487 Squadron and her
father Arnold Divers DFM, who was presented with his
honour by King George VI at Buckingham Palace.

After the war Bob Belcher worked as a Surveyor for
Stone Urban District Council and Stafford Borough
Council gradually working his way up to Senior Building
Control Officer. His wife Monica was very well known in
the town being involved in many organisations and the
writer of ‘Monica’s Diary' for the Stone and Eccleshall
Advertiser. Bob and Monica were founder members of
Stone Swimming Club and campaigned for the building
of the viewing area of what is now the old swimming
pool at Alleyne’s.
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New St Dominic's and St Joseph
Memory Support Café

A new Memory Support Café will take
place in the lounge bar and garden of St
Dominic's social venue. The sessions are
scheduled to begin on October 3rd, and
the café will be held every two weeks on
a Friday, from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm.

This initiative, a collaboration between
St Dominic's and St Joseph, aims to
provide support to individuals affected
by memory-related illnesses and their
families.

The café will prioritise small, meaningful
events and positive interactions, with
music playing a central role in relaxation
and emotional connection.

Support for carers and families is equally
important, recognising the emotional
toll of caring for loved ones with memory
loss.

By sharing experiences and compassion
within the parish, the café hopes to
strengthen the faith and resilience of all
involved.

A range of activities will be offered for
café attendees, facilitated by volunteers:
including
Gardening, Dominos Games and Art,
Occasional Tai Chi Sessions,  Chair-Based
Dance Exercises, Tea And Cake, Music And
Singing (Gentle Guitar - Volunteers Are
Welcome) Calm Conversation Time,
Sharing Pastimes and Stories, Football
Photos, And Fun Activities, Chime Sensory
Therapy And Relaxing Hand Massage
Therapy, Dog Therapy Visits

The café also benefits from a roster of
dedicated volunteers, and visiting
professionals, including doctors and
occupational therapists, mortgage
advice, pharmacy and prescription
guidance, funeral arrangements and

procedures, and a solicitor (with advice on
power of attorney, welfare, and finance).
The parish priest, Father G Doyle, will
oversee the project, with safeguarding
managed by Marilyn Welsh and
operational organisation by Michele
Mcleod. This is voluntary based, and a
café, not a clinic (limited attendees).
Attendance will be limited to
approximately 12 patients, plus their
families, volunteers, and visitors, to

maintain a safe and calming
environment.
Anyone who would like further

information, or youd like to volunteer
and assist at the café, you can contact
Michele on 07917 824625 or via email at
mcleods@live.co.uk
Tea and cakes will be available for a small
donation, but you can bring a packed
lunch if you wish.
The upcoming dates - every other
Friday from 11.30am-1.30pm
3rd Oct, 17th Oct, 31st Oct, 14th Nov,
28th Nov, 12th Dec .2026 January
16th Jan 30th Feb 13th feb
27th March 13th March 17th

Olly Owl Presides Over ‘Creative’ Event
At Shallowford House

Olly Owl was just one of the crafty
creations at Shallowford’s annual four-
day residential summer event.

15 people, young and old, ladies and
gentlemen, local, and from further afield,
came together in the last week of July to
enjoy the beautiful house and gardens of
Shallowford House near Norton Bridge.

The weather was kind enough to allow
walks around the lawns, flower-beds,
vegetable gardens, orchards and
woodlands of the 9 acre estate.

Peacocks strutted their stuff while the
resident alpaca, Bruce, enjoyed frequent
rambles on a lead, thanks to the many
willing guests. Miss Piggy, some
miniature goats, and other small animals
completed the popular petting zoo.

Indoor activities included clay-work,
jewellery-making, collage, and all sorts of
needle crafts, helped along by capable
tutors.We were entertained each evening
with games and quizzes before retiring to
bed with a hot chocolate - or something
stronger from the bar!

Accommodation and food was of
the highest quality, thanks to the
hotel-standard housekeeping, and a
professional chef in the kitchen.

Spiritual inspiration was provided
throughout by a visiting clergyman using
a short bible reading each day for anyone
wishing to attend. He also enjoyed
admiring our creative work, and sharing
lunch with us, and remained available for
individual chats with anyone who might
require one.

Our last evening was spent around
the fire-pit, telling stories, reciting comic
ditties, playing games, singing, and
toasting marshmallows.

From Bel Crawford

For further information on this and
other open events at Shallowford visit
the website shallowfordhouse.org or
you can call 01785 760233.
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‘Sun God’ Syd Taylor Chooses His Chariot...
The AUdl A5 Avant 2.0 TDI

When Audi decided that as a mark of distinction they should not
produce anything as common as an 'estate' car, they designated an
estate variant as an 'Avant'.

Having put the A5 Avant 2.0 TDi to the test, it has to be said that Audi
hit the bullseye.To use refined language, the £48,850 A5 2.0i Avant is a
'belter'. From the moment one sees its prepossessing, panther-like
profile,one knows that here is a machine contrived to make men out of
mice and ladies out of lettuce leaves. It doesn't just 'sit' on the road -
squats like a purposeful beast with a purity of form that mirrors elegant
engineering.

The interior offers top comfort and there's a feeling of assurance that
tells you all is well with the world.

With room for five to stretch out and for six if you must, plus a large
luggage area that, with the seats down, would have a Welsh dresser
banged to rights.There's no better car for the busy executive or for the
family holiday. You'll love the concatenation of everything from
user-friendly providers of music and information to ambiance
enhancing equipment systems. The finest Bose sound system, the
three touch screens (yes.. three. One for the flight engineer in the front
passenger seat), the 'head up display... the list goes on. There's every
adjunct to modern technological motoring that you can think of. And
standards of construction are so high that you won't find a spot of
mediocrity anywhere.

Driven by the latest 204 PS 2.0 litre diesel engine with mild battery
assistance and driving through the dual clutch automatic gearbox to
the front wheels, there is whopping torque at low revs and enough

power to reach 150mph. All is delivered unobtrusively. You slip
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through the air with so little turbulence, thrusting forward in a motion
that is more 'willed' than mechanically contrived. At the same time,
diesel consumption, for me, was about 55/60 mpg. Which meant that
this Audi could have a range of near 700 miles - so it is the perfect long
range express.

Sniff the open road, apply featherlight pressure to the throttle and - lo

and behold - you are a 'Sun God' in a chariot, belting along with the
alacrity of a raging torrent of technological might. With almost neutral
handling it goes where it's told, and rides beautifully too.This is a load
carrier that feels like a sports car. A luxury tourer that takes off like a
rocket, and clings with the talons of a tiger.

It is a lovely car that's as smooth as a single malt and as surefooted as
a Chamois, letting you enjoy the silky sweet serendipity of serenity.




Classic cars under scrutiny

DVLA Policy Changes That
Support The Future Of
UK Historic Vehicles

The Historic and Classic Vehicles Alliance (HCVA) welcomes
a recent announcement of pragmatic DVLA policy
changes that bring much needed clarity for the repair and
restoration of the UK's historic and classic vehicle fleet.

The HCVA has been working with politicians, the DVLA
and government for many years to bring certainty to the
vehicle registration process, which has not been changed
since the 1980s. In some instances, treasured classic cars
were losing their original identification after restoration,
and some were even refused registration.

These efforts were finally rewarded in 2024 when former
Secretary of State for Transport, Mark Harper,announced a
Call for Evidence while speaking at an HCVA hosted event
on May 9th at Bicester Motion, a world-renowned
automotive centre of excellence. This call encouraged the
classic vehicle industry, owners, and enthusiasts to have
their say on the previous DVLA system, and over 1350
responses were received in less than eight weeks.

As a result of the extensive evidence submitted, the DVLA
reviewed the matter in depth, working with government
officials including Minister for the Future of Roads, Lilian
Greenwood, and has confirmed a major update to some
of its vehicle registration policies, making it significantly
easier for industry and enthusiasts to register repaired,
restored and modified vehicles. Two new sets of guidance
that will apply to all vehicles, regardless of age, have been
announced with key changes, including:

+ Like-for-like repairs and restorations will no longer
require notification to the DVLA, providing the vehicle’s
appearance is the same as when it was originally
manufactured and there are no changes to the log book
(V5Q)

+ Vehicles that have been subject to significant structural
modifications will be able to keep their original Vehicle
Identification Number (VIN) and registration number, but
the registered keeper must notify the DVLA of the
changes.

+Vehicles that have been converted to electric will also be
able to retain their original identity, but the registered
keeper must notify the DVLA of the changes.

Dale Keller, CEO of the HCVA says: “The policy changes by
the DVLA encapsulate how industry and government
working collaboratively can deliver better outcomes. It is
testament to the hard work of the HCVA, and others, that the
government has listened and acted with pragmatic changes
that place the retention of historic identity at the forefront
of registration policy, a move that will be welcomed by all
historic vehicle specialists, owners, and historians.

The DVLA should be applauded for its engagement and
commitment to deliver new policies that now recognises new
technologies, techniques, and improved materials.

The positive impact these changes will have should not be

underestimated in how they will support specialists and
owners in protecting the UK’s historic vehicle industry,
enabling over three million historic and classic vehicles
to be kept roadworthy, relevant, and enjoyed by future
generations.”

The vibrant UK classic vehicle industry not only keeps
classic vehicles on our roads to be enjoyed by everyone, it
keeps valuable skills alive in a sector supporting over
100,000 quality jobs and is also an export success story.
The announcement confirming the new policies, which
come into effect on Tuesday 26th August 2025, can be
seen as a significant achievement for the entire classic
vehicle industry.
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SPECIALISTS L\ NEW & USED CAR SALES

Visit www.hillswift.co.uk now to view our latest arrivals!
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MOT and

SERVICING
* MOT = Tyres
* Exhausts ¢ Batteries
* Brakes
 Air Conditioning

* Diagnostics

» Suspension
& Steering
» Tracking

Looking for Great Value
Car or Van Servicing?

Need a Reliable MOT Test Centre?

We are specialists offering car and van
servicing and MOTs at great prices.

We pride ourselves on our excellent
customer service and our trained
technicians will be happy to answer all of
your guestions regardless of your vehicle
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make or model.

Tel: 01785 813332 www.hillswift.co.uk
Meaford Garage, Stone ST15 OPY (A34 opposite The Darlaston Inn)
For out of hours sales enquiries — contact Mark on 07969 149860

Suzuki's Wagon R Series Achieves Accumulated
Global Sales Of 10 M|II|on Units

Suzuki  Motor  Corporation's
Wagon R series has achieved §
accumulated global sales of 10
million units* by June, 2025. This
milestone was achieved 31 years
and 9 months after the product
was launched in Japan in
September 1993.

The Wagon R was developed as a
semi-bonnet style mini wagon. It
is @ model that represents Suzuki
and is loved by many customers in
Japan as a comfortable and easy-
to-use car that puts the rider first.

In addition to models exported |
from Japan, they were produced
in India, Hungary, Indonesia, and other
regions, and have continued to evolve to
meet local needs. We have developed
the technologies that have been honed
in accordance with the standards for
minicars around the world in the form of
the Wagon R series.

To date, the Wagon R series has been sold
in more than 75 countries and regions
around the world, including Japan, India
and Europe.

We have continued to improve economic
efficiency, environmental performance,
and ease of use to provide new value.
For example, CNG specifications that
offer higher fuel efficiency and economic
efficiency than gasoline-powered vehicles
are introduced in India, and Wagon R
Smile, which features sliding doors are

introduced in Japan.

Suzuki will continue to promote
manufacturing from the perspective of
customers around the world and strive to
provide valuable products that meet local
needs.

President Suzuki said “We would like to
express our sincere gratitude for the many
customers who use this product. The
WagonR was recognized for its innovation
and high practicality as a mini wagon, and
became one of the leading models not only
for our company but also for minicars.

Team Suzuki will continue to develop
products tailored to the needs of customers
in the sales area and work as one to continue
to support daily transportation.”

*Based on Suzuki research (including
Wagon R Wide, Wagon R+, Wagon R Solio)

www.stonegazette.com 55




 Within JLiving Memory - With Philip Jeason )

The 200th Anniversary Of The Railway

By Philip Leason MBE

This year marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of the modern railway
with the opening of the Stockton & Darlington Railway on 27th September
1825, and so this month | thought we would look at a little of the history of
the railway in Stone.

In the late 1830’s a proposal was made to build a railway line from Stone
to Rugby and another from Manchester to Stone. Lord Harrowby opposed
the line because it would pass through his Sandon estate. However
“upwards of 600 influential persons” supported its development and the
necessary Bill passed through the Parliamentary Committee stage but
progressed no further due to the dissolution of Parliament.

It was not until July 1846 that the Royal Assent was given to the Bill for the
construction of the North Staffordshire Railway. This railway consisted of a
line from Macclesfield via Harecastle into the Potteries ; branch lines from
Kidsgrove to Crewe and from Stone to Colwich (where the line joined the
Grand Junction Railway) and from Stone to “at or near”Norton Bridge where
it joined another branch of the Grand Junction Railway.

Once the Bill was passed work started immediately. On 11th February, 1847
the first sod for the Stone to Norton Bridge branch line was dug by Viscount
St.Vincent in a field adjoining the Gosdales (the name of a farm) near to
where Stone Golf Club is today. The Viscount used a specially produced
spade and wheeled the first sod away in an oak barrow. Both of these items
were apparently displayed in the entrance at Meaford Hall.

Building the railway in Stone was not an easy task as the town lies in a
valley. This necessitated: The building of an embankment and a bridge over
the road at the Fillybrooks.

An embankment and viaduct over the Trent off Trent Road. Embankments
and a bridge over the road and the canal on Newcastle Road. A cutting where
Kings Avenue and Granville Terrace are today. A bridge over the entrance to the
Mill in Mill Street and an embankment and bridge over the Scotch Brook.

We can only wonder at how many tons of earth and rock were needed to
build the various embankments etc. The spoil from the cuttings was
transported by horse and cart to where the embankments needed to be
built.

The line from Stoke to Norton Bridge was completed by the end of March
1848.The first train to come to Stone arrived on the morning of 3rd April
and was planned as being a ow key affair; however railway staff placed
detonators on the line and as the train passed over them they made a loud
bang and made the townspeople aware that the “railway age”had come to
Stone.

For the first fortnight only goods were carried but on the 17th April 1848
the first passenger train ran to official open the line from Stoke to Norton
Bridge.The locomotive used to pull the train was engine No 1“Dragon.”

An account of the opening states that the journey started from a
temporary platform in Stoke as the station that was being built in Winton’s
Wood (now Winton Square) was not yet completed.

The account is too long to long to copy the whole article here and so | will
just quote the section referring to the arrival of the train in Stone.

“The whistle now notifies that we are near a station. Rush the train goes past
Field House, over a girder bridge thrown across the canal, and we halt at a
temporary station at the entrance to the town of Stone, where the arrival of
“the first train” is hailed with satisfaction by a very numerous assemblage of
admiring spectators.

The stoppage for a few minutes to take in passengers enables us to step out,
and see what progress the railway works are making in the neighbourhood.We
find the main line is only complete as far as the junction with Norton Bridge
branch, upon which we have entered. Preparations are being made to erect a
handsome station near the point of the junction.

Like most other stations on the main line, the building will be in the
Elizabethan style. There will also be corn and cheese warehouses, sheds, shunts
for cattle, coal yards and every appurtenance required by the commerce of the
extensive agricultural district of which Stone is the chief mart. The temporary
station is erected close by the ornamental stone and girder bridge, with
handsome balustrade, which crosses the Newcastle Road. It is gained
by two flights of steps. The platform commands a view of the town and
neighbourhood.”

It is interesting to note that the steps referred to are still there by the
Newcastle Road Bridge (on the Tennis Club side) although they have been
repaired over the years and a handrail added to easy access to the track by
railway workers. .

The opening of the line was very much “low key” and there were no major
celebrations. This was because since the cutting of the first sod there had
been a major trade depression in the Potteries for several months. A large
proportion of the workers were unemployed and there were soup kitchens
in the streets in Stoke-on-Trent and the Relief Committee were raising
money to buy food for the people. In addition there was an outbreak of
cholera and indeed six victims had died in Newcastle-under-Lyme. The
directors of the Railway therefore voted unanimously to donate £250 to
the relief of the poor and destitute and to dispense with the usual opening
festivities.

The line from Stone to Colwich was opened on 5th May, 1849. An account
of the opening states “The distance from Stone to Colwich is 11+ miles, or 19
from Stoke, - The running of three trains daily to Colwich, in addition to
those to Norton Bridge, the means are afforded of communicating with the
metropolis six times within the twenty-four hours.”

Having looked at the lines or the “iron road” let's move onto the station.
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Stone Railway Station in 1909

Stone station was designed in the Jacobean style (not Elizabethan as stated
in the account earlier) by Sir Henry Arthur Hunt, who designed many of the
buildings on the North Staffordshire Railway (including Stoke station). He
also designed the North Staffs. Hotel in Winton Square at Stoke.

As mentioned earlier that station had not been completed when the first
train ran and it was not fully opened until 1st May, 1849. As well as the
buildings mentioned earlier there was a booking hall, waiting rooms for
first class passengers and separate waiting rooms for ladies. In addition
there was a house for the Station Master. In the Station Approach there was
a bicycle shed and a stall selling newspapers etc. As well as the Station
Master the staff included several porters.

Trains ran regularly to destinations throughout the district and as a result
Stone became a popular place to live for some of the pottery manufactures
and business leaders of the Potteries who wished to escape the pollution
and grime of the “Six Towns.”
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A railway ticket for a dog from Aston by Stone station
(located by the level crossing at Little Stoke) to Stone.

The station also handled a great amount of freight. Bent's brewery used
the railway to transport their beer to Liverpool where the majority of their
customers were. Joules also used the railway for distribution purposes.
One of the pubs which they supplied was the Black Lion at Consall Forge in
the Churnet Valley where before the company had a permit to use a private
road the beer was delivered by rail.

There were first, second and third classes of carriages. First class carriages
were “cushioned and handsomely fitted up.” As well as tickets for passengers
there was a charge for bicycles and even dogs.
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The Railway Bridge over the River Trent at the Filleybrooks



On the 15th January, 1847 the North Staffordshire Railway formally
acquired the Trent and Mersey Canal Company under the North
Staffordshire Railway (Pottery Line) Act 1846. The takeover was partly
intended to mitigate opposition from the canal company to the railway’s
planned line from Stoke to Liverpool. The sale eventually resulted in the
headquarters of the canal company moving from Westbridge House in
Stone (on the site where Westbridge Park is today) to Winton House in Stoke.
It is interesting to note that the Railway used boundary markers for
distinguish their land by the canal and there is one such sign near
Workhouse Bridge off Crown Street in Stone which can still be seen today.

In the days of the old steam trains one of the problems during the
summer months were grass fires caused by the sparks from the engine.
This could cause delays to the trains.In Stone the sides of the embankment
(the batters) alongside Granville Terrace were occasionally the victim of
such fires and the trains would be stopped while the fire brigade using
beaters extinguished the blaze.

The First World War
At the start of the First War many members of the town’s Territorial Army
volunteered for Foreign Service and the station was no doubt the scene of
many tearful departures as the men said goodbye to their families and
loved ones.

Soldiers employed by the North Staffordshire Railway were guaranteed
their jobs on their return at a wage or salary on a scale to which they would
have been entitled had they strayed at work.

The need to move both men and equipment to the ports to be shipped to
France resulted in the increase in the volume of trains. During the first six
months of the war the “Knotty “carried some 70,000 men and 2,860 horses
and as they stated “without a scratch.”

During the war a hospital was opened in St.Joseph’s Hall (now St. Dominic’s
Social Centre) and by April 1917 402 wounded soldiers had passed through.
Many of these were brought by special ambulance trains to Stone Station
and then transferred to the hospital.

The End of the “Knotty”
The North Staffordshire Railway Company (nicknamed “The Knotty.”) was
amalgamated with the London North Western and other companies in
1923 to form the L.M.S. under the terms of the Railway Act of 1921.

Many readers may remember the interpretation of the history of the North
Staffordshire Railway in the two productions of the musical documentary
by the Victoria Theatre at Hartshill, entitled “The Knotty.”

The Second World War
In the Second World War the railways were again extensively used. The
railways with reduced staff got through a tremendous amount of work.
At Stone Station the number of passengers increased from 86,041 in 1938
to 124,182 in 1944 and in this year 50,000 troops travelled to and from
Stone on warrants. Goods traffic in 1945 doubled that of 1938.

Many of the troops arriving at the station were Americans who had
landed at Liverpool and where brought by train to the town and
transferred by road to their base at Yarnfield.

Another of the reasons for the increase in passengers numbers were those
travelling from the potteries to work at the Royal Ordnance Factory at
Swynnerton. Special trains ran to fit in with the workers shift pattern.
Details of these trains, times etc., never appeared in any time table for
security reasons.

Another“top secret train” was that which carried King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth on a visit to R.O.F. Swynnerton. On the return journey the train
made a brief stop in the cutting at the Filleybrooks to talk to members of
the Stone Home Guard.

Another Royal Visit
On Wednesday 2nd November, 1955 Queen Elizabeth Il accompanied by
the Duke of Edinburgh visited the Barlaston factory of Josiah Wedgwood
and Sons.The couple travelled by train and groups of school children stood
on the platform of Stone station to see the Royal Train pass through. Other
children stood at Barlaston station to see the Royal couple arrive.
Excursions from Stone Station

In addition to the regular services throughout the years there were
occasionally special excursions run from Stone, including day trips for
the workers of Joules Brewery, the Juvenile Oddfellows and members of the
Congregational Sunday School.

Special excursions we arranged for certain events. For example on
Saturday 30th June, 1951 there was a tip from Stone going to the Festival of
Britain in London . Departing at 8.08 a.m. it cost 28s/3d.

The 2nd June, 1953 was the Coronation Day of Queen Elizabeth Il and a
special excursion calling at Stone was organised. Leaving at 1.30 a.m. and
returning from London at 1.15 a.m. on the 3rd June at a cost of 29s/6d.
Apparently despite the early start “the few passengers at Stone waited with
great excitement and we sustained with coca provided by the wife of the
Station Master.”

Day trips were organised for local attractions such as the Green Bower in
Lichfield, cricket matches (for example on 23rd, 25, 26th May 1953 to the
Minor Counties Xl v the Australians at Stoke —return fair 1s/3d), and Stoke
City Football matches both home and away.

During the summer holidays day trips were operated to the sea side. For
example during August in 1951 a train ran Monday to Friday going to
Chester, Prestatyn, Rhyl, Colwyn Bay and Llandudno (fair to Rhyl 15s/6d and
to Llandudno 18s/9d.) During the autumn there were day trips to Blackpool
to see the illuminations.

Some trains were chartered by groups for fund raising purposes. For
example, on such group were Stone & District Scouts chartered at train to
London Saturday 10th December, 1983.
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Volunteers waiting for a train at Stone Station in 1914 to take to join the army

Electrification

In the 1960's it was decided that the railways were to be modernised with
the introduction of faster electric trains. This meant the installation of
overhead equipment and the rebuilding of some bridges to give clearance
of the wires. The Stone to Colwich line was closed for conversation on 7th
September, 1964 and reopened on 6th March, 1967. Work at Stone Station
included the removal of the concrete footbridge and replaced with the
metal bridge in use today.

Improvements were also made to the signalling and a new power box
opened at Stoke-on-Trent on 17th July, 1966 to control the line from Stone
to the junction at Colwich therefore making the signal box at the Meaford
Crossing redundant and it was subsequently demolished.

Decline
With then increase in car ownership and the decline in rail services
available as a result of the Beeching Report (published 27th March, 1963)
passengers using the railways started to decline.

In the late 1960’s the Stone to Colwich line was threatened with closure
and it was feared that the station would close. However on 3rd October,
1970 British Rail announced, “Detailed investigation had proved that this
section of track was needed for passenger and freight services and as a
diversionary route.” The line and the station were saved. However manning
of the station was reduced and eventually withdrawn altogether.

Part of the station was let to a taxi company but when they moved out the
building stood empty.There was a proposal that the building was going to
be converted into a brewery but this was eventually withdrawn.

In 2004 the Town Council were deeply concerned about the state of the
building and a feasibility study was conducted to see if it could be taken on
for community use. This proved successful and the Council were able to
negotiate a lease and convert into a community centre and the building
was officially opened by the Lord Lieutenant of Staffordshire on 17th May,
2005.

Earlier in November 2004 it was announced that then refurbishment work
had won that years Modern Railway Restoration Award and the Town
Mayor, ClIr. Geoff Collier was presented with a plaque by the Duke of
Gloucester at a ceremony in London. The plaque is now displayed on the
station.

In 2005 it was proposed that trains would no longer stop at Stone.
The fight to retain railway services for the town was taken up by the
M.P. Bill Cash (with the backing of all political parties) and the “Stone
Newsletter” organised a petition.

It wasn't until 2008 that trains started to stop at Stone again. The first train
to stop was the 12.08 Crewe to London train on Sunday 14th December.
The event was marked by stalls set up in Station Approach and the
production of special limited edition mugs and plates. The train was
greeted by the Town Mayor Cllr. Mark Green and both he and his wife
boarded the train and travelled down to Atherstone.

Today there are typically about 19 trains per day that stop at Stone.The
London North Western Railway for example operates a service stopping at
Stone in both directions between Stafford and Crewe which means that
you can catch trains for onwards travel.

The North Staffs. Rail Promotion Group and the M.P. for Stone Sir Gavin
Williamson are continuing to fight for more strains to stop at Stone and
start a new chapter in the history of the railway in the town.

| hope that this article has brought back memories to some readers and
been of interest to others.

Finally as part of the 200th Anniversary there are to be displays in the
Station and in the Heritage Centre on Saturday 13th September. There
will also be a historical walk starting from the Station which has to be
pre-booked. Details will appear on the Town Council website.

Please help us to keep the heritage of Stone alive for generations to come.
If you have any photographs relating to the anything mentioned here
please contact Staffordshire Past Track. All photographs will be treated with
the utmost care and returned safely to their owner after they have made

digital copies. /OK ’/W %ﬂfﬁ//\«
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Oh | Do Like To Be Beside
The Seaside ....

It was a lovely way to celebrate the summer with a
seaside themed session at Jelly Tots: with a paddling
pool, plastic beach balls, wearing of flower garlands,
a plastic duck hunt in the pews, a seaside craft and lots of
bubble fun outside!

Jelly Tots is a friendly and vibrant baby and toddler
playgroup that meet every Tuesday from 9.30 am
onwards in St Michael's Church. Everyone is welcome
to attend.

A mum who attends regularly, commented that,
"Both my son and | value our visits to Jelly Tots. Jen
and Cath have created such a warm and welcoming space,
that provides creative play opportunities for the children
and the chance to meet other parents/grandparents and
carers, over a brew and a biscuit.

It also provides children with the chance to explore the
building with freedom( Easter Egg hunts and a plastic duck
hunt have taken place in the pews!). There are also craft,
play opportunities and themed events."

From Jane West
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Stone Choral Society travelled to Sheffleld to sing in St Mark’s Church

Busy Times At Stone Choral Society

Stone Choral Society have had a busy
and fruitful time since their Spring
Concert.Their first performance after this
was at the VE commemorations and
beacon lighting in Stone on the evening
of Thursday 8th May. The choir sang a
couple of numbers that were apt for such
an occasion. Many Stone resi-
dents turned out on a cool
evening to mark the occasion.
The Summer Concert was
next; this was a different
venture this time and involved
a joint concert with Hallam §
Choral Society.

The concert was first|
performed in Eccleshall at Holy
Trinity Church when the
Hallam Choral Society joined g
as the visiting choir in early
July.The visit was reciprocated
a week later when Stone |
Choral Society travelled to [#
Sheffield to sing in St Mark’s
Church in the city. The theme for the
concerts was Sounds of the Sea.

The main work was Charles Stanford’s
“Songs of the Fleet”; this is a lesser-known
piece than hls”Songs ofthe Sea” butitis a
beautiful and evocative cycle of five
songs for a baritone soloist and choir.
The soloist was both performances was

Peter Taylor; his voice was totally suited to
this song cycle and the choirs loved
singing with him.

Other items in the concerts included
works for double choir and works that
were sung by each choir as well as joint
items; all pieces had links to the sea; some
more obvious than others. There was a
wide range of pieces to suit all tastes;
starting with both choirs singing the
traditional “Dance to your Daddy” to
Hallam'’s rendition of “Skye Boat Song”and
Stone’s version of “Lovely on the Water.”
The repertoire was wide and included
current and past composers, male and
female composers too. Ola Gjeilo’s “Across
the Vast Eternal Sky” as well as Eric
Whitacre’s “Seal Lullaby” were particularly
beautiful. The concerts culminated in
Stone’s Stuart Johnson’s arrangement of

“The Drunken Sailor”,

Harriet Johnson directed Stone Choral
and Kate Thompson directed Hallam; for
joint items the directors shared the
conducting; it was great to be able to
have this experience. Jennifer Hames
accompanied in Eccleshall. She also

provided the accompaniment to the
young soprano soloist, Lydia Osbourne,
she sang a set of three very different
songs, some Mozart, Weill & Gershwin
and Roger Quilter. We wish Lydia all the
best as she starts her BMus at the RNCM
this September.

Over the summer the choir have
enjoyed a workshop with many
other local choirs and musical
groups; they joined Harriet
Johnson and Lifeworks in fundrais-
| ing effort, and some members
attended a workshop and concert
alongside Florence Brass Band.The
music was a departure from the
usual repertoire and had lots of
singing of popular songs. It was
good fun and raised a considerable
W amount of money for Lifeworks
. and their work.

Saturday 16th August the choir
had their annual barbecue in
8 Oulton Village Hall; good food and
company were on offer alongside a
great raffle.

Please look out for our autumn concert
too; this will be on Saturday 1st
November 2025 and it will be our first
one in The Crown Wharf Theatre.

The main piece will be “Stone Circles”;
this is a revival of a specially composed
work for Stone Choral’s 30th Anniversary
in 1998. It explores Stone’s rich history,
community resilience and local spirit.
Come and hear this revival performance.
Alternatively, if you would just like to join
us, please email info@stonechoral.org.uk;
we meet on Thursday evenings from
7.30pm to 9.30pm in Walton First
School, Walton, Stone. Our first
rehearsal is 11th September 2025.

With thanks to Martin Robinson for his
photographs and commitment to our
Choral Society.
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GARDEN SERVICES

Garden Tidy Up - Garden Maintenance - Grass Cutting
Hedge Trimming - Borders - Weed Control

« Free quotation + New roofs and One off Jobs or Ongoing Maintenance

repairs « Over 10 years experience Jet Washing Also Available

« Public liability insured

FOR A FREE QUOTE CONTACTJASON
+ New roofs and repairs N\ ATq ol '
» Lead work 7205 Al
* Guttering
* Fascia
* Soffit
+ Chimneys
* Flat roofs :
* Roof windows "X\ e Over 25 Years Experience
T Y + Based Locally
3 Bir,‘:, defe"e‘:,t _— ¢ Quality Workmanship
+ Roof & gutter clean \ e Excellent Rates
+ Solar panel cleaning \ e -
+ Flat roof conversions

CALL DAN THORLEY .
07837 212873 For helpful fnendly, free advice

call Tony on 0750 720 5492

Tough Angels'
August At Aston-By-Stone W.I.

What do Vera Brittain, the Countess of Sutherland, E.M.
Forster and Agatha Christie have in common? We found
out during an interesting and informative talk by Marion
Armstrong, who spoke .

of the V.AD. (Voluntary
Aid Detachment) nurses
who did such wonderful
service during WW1 and
continue to do so today.

JJ PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
DRIVEWAY & PATIO SPECIALISTS

Some 126,000 V.A.Ds Sewing Altenations Local Family Run Business
“did their bit?” Some . . Find us on
were killed, others &'Repadw bg%tam Checjkatrade
wounded or mentioned Based in Yarnfield P b
in despatches. (Can collect locally) fa_cglgopI'( GO g|e ‘&.V_IJ

V.A.D. was set up after T: 07-342-658-146 (WhatsApp)
the Boer War to help

i sewi il.co
the vast number of S = / ?Sﬂswirop SjWIngggmall .m
wounded returning " \ aCeDOoOoK.com/snowaropsewing

soldiers. During WW1

France and Belgium, but
Gallipoli. MALPASS - Sales - Support - Repairs of

they served not only in

further afield, in the ‘

Baltic States, Egypt and ptssS
anditions were often W= 7 ‘ RIS Laptops / Desktops / Tablets

terrible. These tough | /

« Virus Removal & Backups

Residential i « Business Support & Services
« Mobile Repairs - We come to you
24hr Service

. Technology | Sales | Support
Fully Insured -*

et T:01785 850558 M: 07551 887064

CALL FOR A FREE SURVEY! i.techeccleshall@gmail.com www.itecheccleshall.co.uk

WINDOWPAINS

solving problems with upvc windows and doors

™3

ladies, with their floor-
length skirts and long
hair, soon learned to
shorten both in the
name of hygiene, thus
influencing fashion into the 1920s, and paving the way
to eventual women'’s emancipation. Two motor-biking
nurses who took their machines  overseas were given
the nickname “Angels of Pervyse”.

Marion herself had been a V.A.D., and showed us her
medals. She told us of the movement’s fund-raising
achievements and activities.

Tea, cakes and conversation followed, in true W.I manner.
There were sales tables for produce and donated items,
all part of our monthly meetings.

In September we will welcome Amanda Siegart to
speak about stained glass design and repair; November

Commercial

energy saving solutions
glass unit replacements
window and door repairs

brings Kevin Reynolds on the subject of “Bats - dispelling BASED AT v YN pp

the myths” WHITEBRIDGE ESTATE el S
Meetings take place on the second Wednesday of the IN STONE *&‘\ ‘

month:why not join us on 10th September? Visitors are Pat Malpass h Barlasi:‘:rf—(ﬁ:;ﬁﬂﬂs':; _

always very welcome. [
If you'd like to learn more, please contact us on 01785 :
615662 or at astonbystonewi.secretary@gmail.com

We'll be very pleased to see you.

Senior Technician
07496 944 410
info@malpasspestsolutions.co.uk
www.malpasspestsolutions.co.uk

and surrounding areas

Call Simon for a FREE no obligation quote
01782 796207 or 07855 301071
email: windowpainsrepairs@gmail.com www.windowpains.co.uk
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Mark Vickers is your local
electrician, he can

* All electrical installation repairs
* Install additional sockets & lighting
* Run power to your garage
_ *Install external lighting & security
| - Replace your old fusebox
City » CCTV & Home Security
Gwlds FREE
BS7671 ESTIMATES a e
1e1h Editon Call Mark on
07709 660677

ENICERNS

manicurist

Eleclnclan erv

BUILDER GEL
GEL EXTENSIONS
GEL NAILS

07879 037346 ceznailss@gmail.com

StudioRAE, Dunston Business Village,
Log Cabin 11b, Dunston, Stafford, ST18 SFJ

= sky 2
Staffs Aerials

Aerials Fitted or Repaired
Freesat and Sky

Your Local Aerialman, call Gary on

01785 819786 or
07860 715475

Lichfield Road, Stone ST15 8GD

MOORLANDS PLASTERING
& DAMP PROOFING

¢ PLASTERING « DAMP PROOFING
e TIMBER TREATMENTS
e INSULATION « RENDERING
Call or Email us For A Free Friendly Quote
TEL: 07779 996005 or 07927 428159

Email moorlandsplastering@gmail.com

n Find us on ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED
Facebook Approved Installers with Biokill Crown & Wykamol
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Stone’s Taxi Company

A Cabs

Covering Stone And Surrounds

01785 556 614

All Airports, Stations, Hospitals
etc covered. Prices on request.
Credit/Debit Cards Accepted
Over 15 years combined experience
comE e
www.acabstaxis.com
email acabstaxis@gmail.com

K’s UPHOLSTERY
& LEATHER FURNITURE REPAIR

Antique &
Modern
Upholstery

Spring
{ & Frame
Repairs

Call 01785 851470 or

Mobile 07765 419367
39A High St, Eccleshall, ST21 6BW

DEB'S
HOMECARE

ESTABLISHED 2007 \[*

professional y

home cleaning |

&ironing

= Commercial & Domestic
« Weekly / Fortnightly
= One off cleans

« Cleaning materials supplied
- Competitive prices,

« Fully insured, Free quotes

We can even do your shopping
Call 07990 810 351
or 07841 636 062

Call The Gazette
on 07514 967 890

@
Lo
o | I |
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Refurbishments
1 e
TRANSFORM YOUR HOME or BUSINESS
Interior Design (BA Hons)
Gardening - Painting - Decorating
Tiling - Carpentry

07815 465637

Quality Assured - No Job Too Small
ROOFING

2N
Et‘n SOLUTIONS

ALL ASPECTS OF PITCHED ROOFING
UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING

« COMPLETE RE-ROOFS
« CHIMNEY AND LEAD WORK
* SOFFIT/FASCIA REPLACEMENT
+ GUTTERING REPLACEMENT
o SKYLIGHT INSTALLATION
* ROOF REPAIRS AND CLEANING

7.
CALL MARK EVANS ON 07949 856 283 | l
EMAIL: egroofingsolutions@hotmail.com ‘

l O O g

J HODSON

PROFESSIONAL WALL 6 FLOOR TILING

ALL TYPES OF TILES FHITTED
DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL

07572 434010

Jhodsontiling@outlook.com O.

>
- O - B8

SL SERVICING
LAWNMOWER SALES

Lawnmowers Sharpened, Serviced & Repaired
e

Tired lawnmower?
Get it serviced and
runru'ng how it should

Home Improvements
Property Maintenance

Service Available
(Not efectric machi

STONE BASED
Contact us at SL Servicing

AUTHORISED MOUNTFIELD & STIGA DEALERS “118 5 81 55 85

Unit 8E, Whitebridge Industrial Estate, Whitebridge Lane, Stone, ST15 8LQ

S Boultons E
Covering All Of Staffordshire
2 & 3 Tonne Mini Skips * 4 & é Tonne Midi Skips
8, 10 & 14 Tonne Large Skips,

Drop Doors For Easy Loading
www.boultonsskiphire.co.uk

01785 330310 / 07971 566383

Moorfields Industrial Estate, Cotes Heath, Eccleshall




SUPPLIERS & INSTALLERS OF INTERIOR DOORS, COMPOSITE, UPVC AND PA

Stafford's Suppliers & Installers
of Internal Doors
Visit our showroom in Stafford
We offer a complete installation service!
Visit our website - www.stafforddoorcompany.co.uk
SHOWROOM: 8 Wolverhampton Rd. Stafford ST17 4BN

_Tel 01785211517

THE DOOR COMPANY

MARTIN BESWICK
GAS AND
PLUMBING SERVICES

TIO

. La;idlord
Certificates

« Services & Repairs
+ Boiler Installations

Kitchen & Bathroom

Design & Installations

Tel: 01782 620184
Mob 07879 635039

P B

WRAS b

Dental Implants
New @tures
Denture Repairs
Denture Re-Lines

WE HAVE RELOCATED TO
The Advanced Clinic at 13 Lichfield Road,
Stone ST15 8NA 01785 338505
Talbot Place Dental Practice 18 Wolverhampton Road
Stafford ST17 4BP 01785 255435

Stone Based
Over 40 Years Experience
Time Served Tradesman

Call Richard on 07837 572285

¢ Filcers
* BBQs
» Microwaves

* Ovens

* Grills * Ranges
» Extractors * AGAS

“rm delighted at how sparkly clean my oven and
hob look now! The cooker looks brand new again’’

Call Martin or go online Goday for your FREE QUOTE

, 07932 195752
ovenclean.com

RAPID HESPI)NSE

I ROOFING LTD

Ery o Sinatt, We Do It Al

We specialise in: New Roofs « Flat Roofs

+ Tile and Slate Roofs « Leadwork
* Repointing » Chimney Stacks
= All Roof Repairs - Replacing Missing
or Broken Tiles Valleys Repairs
* New PVC Fascias and Gutters
»Moss Removal - WE DON'T USE PRESSURE WASHERS

CALLUS TODAY ON 01785 305 141
www.rapidresponseroofing.co.uk
rapidresponse06@yahoo.com

ovéenclean

AGE

Stone & District

Confidential Information
offered to older people,
their relatives, carers
and friends.

Help with complex form
filling e.g. Attendance
Allowance, PIP Blue Badges.
Car transport Scheme for
hospital appointments.

A lunch club and drop
in coffee mornings.
Call us on 01785 817906
or call into our ground floor
offices at 15 Station Road
Stone ST15 8JR
(inside the council offices).
We are open Mon - Fri
9.30-12.30

Friend of
-) Stafford & District

“agel

Proud members of

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

« Extensions
« Patios

NN 0

( g{mam{%nner/ay
CONSTRUCTION

» Landscaping
« Conservatories

« Full House

20 Years Experience .
Renovations

Stone Based

Call Howard today on 07901 741365

Or email howardirkennerley@gmail.com

THE DOOR COMPANY

SUPPLIERS & INSTALLERS OF EXTERIOR DOORS, COMPOSITE, UPVC AND PATIO

Stafford’s Suppliers & Irh-s-idlle-rs" -
of Exterior Composite Doors

Visit our showroom in Stafford.
We offer a complete installation service!
Visit our website: www stafforddoorcompany.co.uk
Showroom: 8 Wolverhampton Rd. Stafford ST17 4BN
Tel: 01785 211517
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DECKING » SEATING + LIGHTING « PLANTERS
I'IIIII’ESSIIIIM IIEI:KSHI'I'IIS

Patios - Driveways - Fencing/Gates - Decking
Drainage - Digger/Operator Hire - Retaining

THE

STONE

BECCLESHALL
GaAazeETTE

Read It
Online
Now At

WWW,
stonegazette.com

PROVIDING PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE TREATMENT
) IN THE

v Foot health assessment & advice

Nail trimming

Corn & Callus removal

Ingrowing toenails

Cracked heels

Thickened & fungal nails

Athletes foot treatment

Verruca treatment

Diabetic foot care

Toenail reconstruction

Fully qualified & insured {8 | Toenail correction system

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT
07549 638 754 - c: stacey@daisychainfootcare.co.uk

Stacey Blunt

Foot Health Practitioner

Evening & weekend
appointments available

Follow us on facebook {3 daisychainfootcare 1;_&_};“]»; 2

TREE & HEDGE CARE

All aspects of tree & hedge care.
Based in Uttoxeter, covering all of the Midlands.

@ Tree Pruning, Felling & Removals
@ Emergency Tree Care

@ Hedge Cutting

CONTACTUS
L 07538 758128

oli@canopytoroots.co.uk
Fully Insured & Qualified through

@ www.canopytoroots.co.uk NPTC City & Guilds and LANTRA.
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Whatever

L '
you're facing

If you're going through
a tough time, you don't
have to face it alone.

samaritans.org/stafford

Aswtent Girty

Call free day or night on

116 123

Email

jo@samaritans.org

ASLK

Plumbing &
Handyman [
Services T

Specialists in
Plumbing Repairs
and Bathrooms

Yarnfield
based

Also Tiling, Flooring,
General Maintenance

t: 01785 760403
m: 07971 077283

www.stoneplumber.co.uk
aslkplumbing @gmail.com

A GREENHILL ROOFING

—_—— == -

Slating & Tiling Since 1985
NEW ROOFS and REPAIRS

Tiled and Flat Roofs, Leadwork, Chimneys, Guttering,
Mortar Pointing, Roof Windows, Sky Tunnels

“The name to trust with all your reof requirements!”

Tel: 01785 286818 / 07863 340996
www.greenhillroofing.com A\ ey

Johnson's

Plumbin

Services
The Complete Domestic and
Commercial Plumbing Service

= 24/7 Call outs
= Bathroom and Kitchen Installations

ng

* Mobility and Special Care Alterations
* Shower Specialist

* All Aspects of Tiling

* Karndean Flooring

* Minor Building/Maintenance Work

* Part P Electrical Work

* All Work Insured & Guaranteed

Tel: 01785 241628 Mobile: 07803 703510

Lynacres, 15 Whitgreave Lane, Great Bridgeford, Stafford, ST18 9SJ  E-mail: johnsonsplumbing@bteonnect com

THE ULTIMATE TRADES PEOPLE

sben

v Electric Vehicle Charge Points

v Electrical Test & Inspections (EICR)
v Electrical Installations & Upgrades
v Domestic, Commercial & Industrial

For further information please call
. T: 01785 819218 E: info@current-electrical.co.uk

7
Architectural //

‘Design Specialists

.

Thinking of building in 20257
Call us now to start the planning and design process

Free advice and quotations

Inspirational ideas

All dealings with the Local Authority

Recommend and liaise with builders

Competitive Rates with Fixed fees

ALL BUILDING PLANS, NO JOB TOO SMALL f @ h

CELEBRATING

30

| VARSI gigigss)

T: 01782 622321 www.jpkdesign.co.uk

PAINTING & DECORATING

* INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
e WALLPAPER HANGING
e FULLY INSURED

.~ STONE BASED
KEEP IT LOCAL

FREE
' © 01785 503277
107784 499887

www.freshtouchpaintinganddecorating.co.uk




GREFN, GLEAN & DRY.

"DRY ORGANIC CARPET
& UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

WE USETHE MOST POWERFUL DEEP CLEANING ' = ORGANIC
SYSTEM IN THE WORLD WHICH MEANS |

Using our low moisture system - Solvent and Detergent free
We shrink the drying times -

Our system will:

* Deep clean and remove soil & spots
+ Lift and revive matted carpet pile

* Leave a clean, fresh scent

* Reduce allergens

* Leave carpets dry & ready to use

For a FREE QUOTE
Contact lan Plimmer
Tel: 01785 814272
or 07973 860781

www.dry-carpet-cleaning.co.uk

UP TO 15% DISCOUNT

When You Mention This Advert

PC PLUMB
PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL

Consumer units, Safety Inspections
Lights, Sockets, Fault finding

RELIABLE, LOCAL SERVICE

General Plumbing, Taps, Radiators,
Bathroom Installs, Heating controls

Part P NAPIT
Certified
Electrician

Contact:
Mobile
Stone

paul@pcplumb.co.uk
07969 978 503
01785 760 783

www.pcplumbelec.co.uk
www.facebook.com/pcplumbelec

Online enquiries & bookings available
Credit and debit cards accepted

Kitchens « Bathrooms ¢ Flooring ¢ Plastering
Conservatories « Fascias & Guttering
Painting & Decorating * Landscape Gardening

Plus Much More Upon Request...

For more information contact Daniel Isaac

(107415 461856 . 01785 509931

Email isaachomeimprovements@gmail.com
or visit www.isaachi.co.uk

PETER BENTHAM

25+ Years Experience. Fully insure
and qualified.

‘@ Tel: 07970 956394

CORNWALL HOLIDAY LET
Seff Ctering, 2 bedroom lodge,

+ Conveyancing « Civil Litigation
* Divorce & Family Matters
+ Personal Injury Claims

+Wills & Probate
& Powers of Attorney

« Employment Law

NARK REDLER & (0

Solicitors

YOUR “FRIENDS IN LAW”

T:01785 256445
M:07837 069107

post@markredler.co.uk

Call The Gazette
on 07514 967 890

INSTALLATIONS

= WINDOWS - DOORS - CONSERVATORIES
+ ALUMINIUM BI-FOLDS + WARM ROOF SYSTEMS
* FASCIA & GUTTERING - DRY VERGE CAPS

i-lold doors \ |
ALL ASPECTS OF UPVC

& ALUMINIUM
WORK UNDERTAKEN

! e

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL

07909 968 867

Staffordshire Glazing Solutions Ltd.
BASED IN STONE & LOGGERHEADS

EMAIL: sgsinstallations@outlook.com

SGS_InstaIIaliona 0 SGS Installations

-1091
CERTIFIED INSTALLER

M L Wenlock Ltd

o ;
Kandcaping and ‘[ﬁ’;’mz.‘k’/{\, orks Gervices

EXPERIENCED LAND
MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS

IR

« Hedge Cutting o
- Agricultural Services
Private and Commercial
- Paddock Maintenance,
Topping,Harrowing & Rolling
- Baling and Wrapping
- Spraying & Weed Wiping
= Chipper Services
- Tractor & Digger Work
Including Drainage 3
+ Garden & Ground Maintenance g
- Decking - Turfing « Fencing |
« Landscaping
+ Shed Assembly & Shed Bases
« Patios + Garden Features
- Raised Borders
- Garden Clearance
- Groundworks
d Exca'vatf)r Services OBLIGATION . COMPANY_
- Stem Injection Treatment quotes  SASEIETERS
perience
for Japanese Knotweed

LOCATED |N Ci 8 FoLLow us ON
SWYNNERTON gaﬁ%
Mob: 07969 507573 Tel: 01782 796488

E: markwenlockltd@gmail.com www.markwenlockltd.co.uk

|/ FREENO & FAMILY RUN

We Care About the Details « Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed
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Discover your home's
story

Scan for expert insights in seconds
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James Du Pavey

INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS
MULTI AWARD WINNING AGENT
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